Presbyterian

Reformed New

Recording the
Story of the
Presbyterian

| Church in America

&

$2.75 per issue/$15.00 per year

Volume 7 Number 3

Published by Presbyterian International News Service, Inc., Coeburn, Virginia

May - June 2001

Westminster Votes
to Cut the Tie that Binds

Court Overwhelmingly Supports Withdrawal from PCA

Abingdon, Virginia (May 15-16, 2001)—By a vote of ungodly, un-Biblical, and a terrible witness. “How did we crossroads, he expressed his concern for the many
48-13, Westminster Presbytery voted this evening toget ourselves into this mess and what are we going to do?generations of its children which are to come. He laid out
withdraw from the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA), . . Is it Constitutional, making decisions without consulting what an ideal Westminster Presbytery would look like for
effective January 2002. The vote came during a two-hourchurches? Some churches are not ready to make suchram; what the Presbytery would believe; and what the vote
called meeting which was convened after a recessed statedkcision. . . . | hate to see some of you brothers depart—ivould mean.

meeting of the court.

dearly love you. . .. How can we help these men departin an

In Mr. Johnson’s view, the Presbytery had been subject

Key to the passage of the measure was a four-pag@onorable way”, and not restrict other men with different to endless reports, spending time on many matters, including
report from a special committee of the Presbytery, which hagoints of view? “My congregation’s not ready to handle raging debates. Meanwhile, congregations are under attack
been appointed at the April 21, 2001, stated meeting, in ordethis.” He stated that, as a shepherd, he had to protect hisy the evil one and forces of unbelief. “We need to be

to explore the ramifications of withdrawal from the PCA. At flock.
the April meeting, the court had voted, 35-17, to approve a

substitute motion for the whole as a main motion, which ! 1
would have withdrawn the Presbytery from the denomination Henry ‘]Ohnson S \/iSIOn
effective December 31, 2001.

giving them bullets to put in their ‘Gospel Guns.” His desire
is that preaching points would be established throughout
the region.

An ideal presbytery would be engaged in a wide array

After that, the Rev. Henry Johnson, Pastor of Trinity of mercy ministries, including orphanages, Christian

The complex set of recommendations which was Presbyterian Church, Tazewell, Virginia, and a member of thecounseling centers, hospitals, job rehab, homes for unwed
approved calls upon all Sessions to consider whether or natpecial committee, made an impassioned plea for voting fomothers. He envisions outreach ministries, such as radio
to remain with Westminster Presbytery as it leaves thethe proposal. Stating that the Presbytery was at a greand TV stations. He also wants a presbytery to apply the

denomination, but does not require the Sessions to call
congregational meetings in order to discuss the matter. Only
those congregations which vote to remain with the
continuing presbytery will be considered to have left the
PCA,; congregations which take no action will remain in the
denomination.

Part of the package includes the natification of General
Assembly of the intention to withdraw, and overtures the
Assembly to erect a new presbytery, effective upon the
withdrawal date of Westminster Presbytery, with the samg
boundaries as Westminster Presbytery. The date o
withdrawal was set for the January 2002 stated meeting o
the Presbytery.

The final tally, which came just after midnight, was
overwhelming, but the victory was not automatic. The Rev.
Larry Ball, who served as Stated Clerk of the Presbyter
from 1976 to 1999, and others, attempted to stop the
movement. But all such efforts proved to be ineffective, ag
pent-up emotions drove people from both sides of the
theological spectrum to support the measure.

The Committee Report

The special committee report was presented by the Re
Bill Leuzinger, pastor of the host church and chairman of the
committee. Being Moderator of the Presbytery, he turned
the gavel over to the Rev. Dr. Cortez Cooper, Moderator o
the 1990 PCA General Assembly, in order to present the
report.

As the presentation began, all commissioners werg
provided with copies of the report, which, by design, only
committee members had seen prior to the presentation o
the floor. Mr. Leuzinger slowly read the findings and then
the recommendations of the committee.

He commented that he had been opposed to the attem
to divide the Presbytery, ostensibly along geographical lines
but driven by ideology, which had been proposed at the
April 21 meeting of Presbytery, in that that proposal was

Abingdon (Va.) Presbyterian Church,
where the historic vote was held

Word to every institution of society. The Bible, rather than
Robert's Rules of Order, would be the chief book. And the
Sessions, a la the New Testament, would be the focal point
of power. “If you like executive sessions, power brokers,
then you will not like the Westminster Presbytery that |
envision. .. . |am not ashamed of the Westminster Standards.
| believe that it accurately contains fundamental truths, the
Word of God, to be applied to families, individuals, church,
and state.”

Mr. Johnson said that the PCA has been compromised
to a very large degree, afraid to speak out on the issues that
are destroying our culture. He gave the doctrine of creation,
and the roles of men and women, as examples. He also
stated that psychology should not determine whether a man
should be a church planter or missionary. “A man should
live with an elder for awhile to see if he is qualified” to be
ordained.

“On Christian education, you know where | stand, and
that | have brought charges against no one. But I've pleaded
with my fellow elders to obey the Lord Jesus Christ revealed
in His Word, the Bible, and give your children a consistenly
Christian education based on the Bible and honoring to the
Lord Jesus Christ.”

Referring to the fact that some have asked him why he
doesn't give an “altar call”, he declared: “Every time | preach,
| give God's altar call.” Itis to call people to the only altar
that can save, viz., the cross of Jesus Christ.

With respect to apologetics, he eschewed appeals to
the “light of nature.” “But the thing we stand alone on is the
Lord God.”

Pastor Johnson stated that the church should not be
afraid to face the tyrant’s sword, nor afraid to say, “Thus
saith the Lord.” At General Assembly after General
Assembly after General Assembly, there has been an
unwillingness to take definitive positions on the issues of
the day, such as women in combat. This is in contrast to the
declaration of John the Baptist to King Herod that it is
unlawful to take another man’s wife.
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He stated that a minister had indicated tpresbytery. Presbytery into the “mainstream” of the PCA, A e al | N to
him that the PCA should remove the “odious  The long-time minister in the Presbyterywhere she never was. Both the Presbytery pp g
Question 191" of the Westminster Largesaid that he objected to the procedurand the PCA have become more consistentin Dan Graham
Catechism. But the continuing Westminsteproposed by the Committee. He stated th#ieir presuppositions over the years, thus
Presbytery, Mr. Johnson said, would take itse agreed with ninety-five percent of whatreating tension. The Rev. Jim Reedy, a church planter who
stand unashamedly upon the Word of Golllr. Johnson had said. However, the For Mr. Bradley, it was a matter ofis Associate Pastor at the Trinity Presbyterian
and its proclamation of victory, as enunciatedomplicated procedure put churches in mtegrity. He was driven by the fact that h€Church of Tazewell, Virginia, next spoke; and
in that question and answer of the Larggposition in which they would be forced towas in covenant with people who do nohe appealed to the famed evangelist who had
Catechism. make a choice. believe what he believes; as well as by tHeunded Graham Bible College, Bristoal,
Unabashedly, he proclaimed his Mr. Ball indicated that someday he mayact that he wanted to preserve Westminstdennessee, fifty years ago. “We keep saying
friendship with ministers such as the Rewecide to join with the group that leaves, buRresbytery to be what she declared herselfie’re out of step with the PCA. | think of Dan
Joseph Morecraft, the Rev. John Otis, and tiieat that day had not yet come. be when founded, viz., an Old SchooGraham years ago, when people would ask
Rev. Chris Strevel (the first two of whomwere  He emphasized that his substitute woulgresbytery. He also expressed concern faim why he was leaving the Southern
at one time members of Westminstenot only allow the new presbytery to take thenen on the other side of the spectrum, wheresbyterian Church. He said, No, the
Presbytery). All of those gentlemen ard&Vestminster name, but also that it would entdilad problems of integrity from an oppositeéSouthern Presbyterian Church has left me.
currently in the Reformed Presbyterian Churctihe continuing PCA presbytery assuming perspective, in that they found themselve3hat’s the way | look at it. Westminster
in the United States (RPCUS); and Mrnew name: his suggestion was Appalachias “mainstream” PCA ministers, in aPresbytery is seeking to be faithful to what
Johnson expressed the desire th#resbytery. The new Westminster Presbytepresbytery that is out of step with the rest afhe intends to be. Some of you men took
Westminster Presbytery would adopt th&vould even be granted all of the archivathe denomination. vows to uphold that. It is the integrity issue.
theological distinctives of that group. He alsoaterial and records, if the substitute passed. He concluded his speech by saying thét is the vow that we took. That's the issue
expressed the hope that all of the smaller Ruling Elder Neal Smith opposed thethere was the desire that the last act of tlleat we're going to have to deal with tonight.”
Reformed denominations could somedagubstitute, as he noted that Westminst&resbytery would be one in which there could

come together and bring reformation. “I anfPresbytery had reserved to itself the right tbe agreement. b I
afraid that the PCA will be left in the shade.'withdraw—similar to the reserving of the right Puuln the Cart
The heart of the controversy regardingo withdraw from the federal union which New before the horse’

the Presbytery leaving the PCA should notork, Rhode Island, and Virginia had assumed 1 1
be viewed “as a way of getting rid of Henrywhen they ratified the U. S. Constitution. It's A Weddlng desuned The Rev. Frank J. Smith, Pastor of

Johnson.” important that the Presbytery have the right for dlvorce’ Coeburn (Va.) Presbyterian Church, favored
“It's not because | hate you, but becausw® pull out as a body. the substitute motion, as he noted that the
| love you, and am tired of fighting you The Rev. Richard Hicks supported the  Speaking in favor of the substitute wasCommittee recommendation was “putting the
brothers. We've brought overtures askingubstitute. He stated that the most expedigvit. Conrad Friede, a ruling elder at Bristol'scart before the horse. Henry Johnson has
you to look at the Word of God. We'vemethod would be to do what the PCAEastern Heights Presbyterian Church. “l wishlready conceded the fact that Trinity—
received hatred, disdain. . . . You don't hav€onstitution explicitly provides, viz., for the good Lord would give me the oratory skillsTazewell has not gone on record that it will

to vote for Westminster Presbytery to leavandividual churches to withdraw. I love you, Brent, you know that.” (Mr. Bradleywithdraw.” Although it is likely that

to get rid of me. . . . My conscience is bound responded, “l love you.”) Mr. Friede Westminster—Kingsport will leave the PCA,
before God. | can no longer be part of a continued: “l believe in integrity. | believe theeven that is not a given. A vote for the
presbytery that doesn't look at the Word of Concern for motion made in Draper’s Valley and this reporf€ommittee report is premature, in that “we
God. So, I'mleaving. It may take a little while. is a wedding destined for divorce. The wholeould be approving it without the guarantee
... There is an integrity issue you must wrestle Inte nty idea is to get a group that can leave with that at least two congregations are ready to
with after ’'m gone. It's stated that Westminster g sense of integrity, and let others stay with withdraw. | agree that Westminster

Presbytery is an Old School presbytery. You The Rev. Brent Bradley opposed theense of integrity. In fact, it's almost a farcePresbytery, contra CCB [Committee on
men aren’t Old School. You are part of @ubstitute. He stated that the Committee hdmbcause only two or three or four churcheSonstitutional Business], has the right to
presbytery that's out of step with the PCA. .done a lot of work. The critical thing for himare ready to declare the PCA apostate amdthdraw,” and that if it does, it would “take
“Many of you came to me, and said, ‘Waithad to do with the documents in the archivegave her. . . . You can’'t be a presbyterthe whole shootin’ match with it.” Dr. Smith
don't go yet. We want to go with you. Wewhich declared what Westminster Presbytemynaffiliated, because that's not Presbyteriambjected to the statement in the Committee
think the PCA is in a terrible state.” | believavas intending to be, and also reserving tall that we've done is to cover up what waseport that the churches and ministers
the cards are on the table. One year, five, téself the right to withdraw. done in Draper’s Valley in a more pleasingemaining in the PCA would automatically

“That Westminster Preshytery approve the disbursal of assets between the two presbyteries . . . on the basis of theopgrcentag
churches in each presbytery as of the January 2002 stated meeting. The exception being the MNA funds (which are defi
the ETSU [East Tennessee State University] work) which shall remain in [the new] Presbytery.”

“That Westminster Presbytery ask that her sessions discuss the controversies that have raged in our presbytery a
sessions of each congregation shall either commit themselves as elders and a session to: 1) their present covenarg pai

annot whole heartedly support. OR 2) Call for a congregational meeting to vote to leave the PCA and continue to co
with the other congregations to continue together as Westminster Presbytery as she was originally constituted, to bear old sch
presbytery committed to the Westminster Standards in the plain sense of the meaning of the words OR to leave to join gome ot
evangelical denomination.”

“The following intention is set forth as the intent of some elders wishing to leave the PCA and continue Westminster Piidsbytery
intention cannot bind the presbytery (for she alone can make her own self-determination) and will only become the fule whe

down the road, as seeds of apostasy grow The Kingsport, Tennessee, pastor statedanner. . . . Henry Johnson stood up and wesnstitute a new PCA presbytery. Rather,

this is the kind of presbytery you want to

when they wake up, to join the continuin Adopted b WeStmlnSter Presbytery

conscience. . . . You know my love for th y

feet of our Triune God. If you wantto join m Westminster Presbytery as she leaves the PCA. . . . If they vote to leave the PCA they will declare either their intemthejjoin

with me, | forgive you, even for your scathind & COPY of this proposal; calling sessions to examine these issues, consider calling a congregational meeting to vote tor] whethe

voting to leave the PCA and stay with Westminster Presbytery shall have ever left the PCA. Those congregations takinpy no acti

He issued a challenge to be “faithfu| YWestminser Presbytery.”

and His enemies crushed.” He called fqr

all nations coming “to beg us to teach them ¢f

whole, with each of the points bein
The Rev. Larry Ball then took the

churches and ministers to re-affiliate into haPproved by Westminster Presbytery Unaffiliated. But it is the intention of these elders to propose to Westminster Rresbyte

Westminster, and that it would have the position stated in Westminster’s original founding document to be an Old School Presbytery. She will remain untffilgatgf w

and are watered, the crisis becomes your crisigat there had been an effort over the pasbnest. . .. Anyone who wants to leave shouldeneral Assembly action would be required
and your congregation’s, then you decide fiour or five years to pull Westminsterdo so in accord with theCQ.” for the erection of a new presbytery. He gave
cometo.” Like Jacob waking up and realizin -
that he had married Leah rather than Rachgl,
Mr. Johnson invited the other presbyter Excerpts from the MOtlon
Westminster Presbytery.
“I love you in the Lord. . . . Vote your
Standards of this church You are me “To safeguard the integrity of the congregation’s right of self-determination, All sessions in Westminster Presbyterygre hereb
desire to labor with. . . . to iaiy.atrophy at thkasked to consider calling a congregational meeting . . . for the purpose of voting on whether to leave the PCA and stay wi
i ontinuation of Westminster Presbytery or go to some other denomination. This action is a plea for a peaceful solujon to ol
I;OIS ?/g?: E%L?gcﬁrnefévgﬁé%%mv?,gg uérréo;v%/ rgridlock. This information is to be distributed to the churches of presbytery by a letter from the presbytery’s Statad @larg
i i leave the PCA with Westminster Presbytery and then to respond in writing to presbytery by its January 2002 stated medting if s
\r/é%rednsﬂ?ré%ncqzllltrg)gﬂwse Fi:;ggg}y Fn?; tﬁga tcongregation has voted to leave the PCA with Westminster Presbytery. It is understood by all parties that only the regatio
hes f , ht up in this’® . ; > , 4 :
Esii?ugﬁor?.r" you, as you are caught Up in SW|II be understood to still be in the PCA, in a presbytery yet to be named, with the same geographical boundaries as fhe pres
regardless of cost,” and a call for “renewe
love” for the Lord, “seeing His elect save
strong covenant families to be fostered a
multiplied. And he concluded with a vision o
His ways.”
Mr. Leuzinger moved the report as
considered as a whole rather than serie atu
A Substitute Motion
opportunity to move a substitute motion
which would have recognized the right o
i i Unaffiliated to continue Westminster Presbytery in the following terms: Westminster Presbytery will declare herself oofttieegate
Phez;/;/ t%r:itézvteg?dmig[ﬁg %Séasluenﬁgll[ﬂgynzﬁg anuary 2002 stated meeting being no longer affiliated with the PCA, to be Westminster Presbytery Unaffiliated, thadstieusl
proportionate amount of the liquid asset other denomination for at least three years.”
based upon the number of churches in eafh
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the illustration of a PCA church withdrawing . recommendation was not as objectionable as
foromanmmePoA nsudnan e e 1NE Gathering B g s i an and sobacanse NEWS FLASH!!

action of presbytery would be required in Momentum it would allow for peaceful re-alignment. Many A meeting of Westminster Presbytery has

order to constitute a new PCA congregation.

of the less conservative brethren favored liteen called for Tuesday, June 12, 2001. Among

“If we want to stay inthe PCA, we can'tsimply  After the failure of the substitute, thebecause it was an opportunity to be rid dhe items on the agenda will be a
turn up at General Assembly 2002 and sagpomentum for the main motion seemed to pickome of the “Truly Reformed” brethren, asonsideration of a complaint regarding the
Please recognize us. We'd have to hawgp steam. As the clock hands approacheekll as to reconstitute a new presbytery in theending withdrawal from the PCA.
another presbytery take us in.” and passed midnight, weary commissionerarea not committed to Old School principles.  The Rev. Larry Ball's complaint alleges
The Coeburn pastor also noted thatyho had sat through five hours of meetings, For the moment, one or two churches, dhat the “action appears to be a split in the
contrary to what was indicated in theseemingly resigned themselves to thmost, appear ready to continue withiChurch” and, in his view, a manifestation of
Committee report, “We did not authorize anevitable. But the discussion was not quitévestminster Presbytery outside of the PCAschism.” The complaint also maintains that
Constitutional inquiry” to the CCB. “That's over, as two perfecting motions wereBut to what extent the withdrawal from thethe action is un-Constitutional, in that it
OK—but under RAO Chapter 7, that advicgroposed and carried. denomination will spur other churches to joireffectively dismisses churches from the

is for the [General Assembly] Stated Clerk  Mr. Joe Reynolds, whose substitute fowith the continuing Westminster PresbyteryPresbytery without their consent.

alone.” Furthermore, on the substance of thbe whole had cascaded into the proceedingsmains to be seen. possible irregularities are also alleged.

matter, “The Committee [on Constitutionalof this evening, moved that the effective date

Other

Business] report is seriously flawed.” for withdrawal be changed from Septembdr

He continued: “It is absolutely unwise tol5, 2001, to the January 2002 stated meetihg
withdraw the Presbytery for the sake of twaf the Presbytery. This would, he believe " = =

churches alone. We can accommodate thergjye more adequate time for the churches fo

giving them minutes, access to the recordspnsider their options. The change of daje

and even a proportionate share of the liquichrried, 36-27. i i i

assets, all in the bonds of love. “But to  Frank Smith moved to strike one of th Westminster votes to cut the tie that binds

withdraw Presbytery for the sake of one-tenttecommendations, which stated that tho

of the churches does not make sense.” ministers and churches in the area whi
wished to remain in the PCA would

automatically constitute a new PC
A Plea for presbytery. He moved instead that th PCA heads for Dallas

I Presbytery inform General Assembly of it
ChurCh Unlty intention to withdraw, and to overture th
The Rev. Trevor Downie, who was justAssembly to erect a new presbytery with th
received in January from the Presbyteriasame bounds as Westminster Presbytery. [Nid-America votes to dissolve
Church (U. S. A)), made an eloquent plea fgrou're going to do it, you better do it right. |
the unity of the church, as he opposed boiVestminster Presbytery withdraws, this wil
the substitute motion and the committebe a destitute part of the church. We'd be
recommendation. Citing the writings of Johrthe same position as Montana and Idaho.
Calvin, various Puritans, John Murray, angve withdraw, there’s no presbytery here.”
Morton H. Smith, Mr. Downie, who pastors  The time finally came for the final vote.
the unaffiliated Bellemont PresbyterianThe question was called. On a show of han

Church in Bristol, Tennessee, proclaimed hithe court voted, 48-13, to break the ties th B”arWOOd associate paStor becomes a BapUSt
view that to split the Presbytery or to depatbind it to the denomination.

in the present circumstances would be a sin A picture of God'’s amazing grace:

against Jesus Christ. “Jacob and Leah did N ;

not separate. He had six children by Leah,LaSt MInUte Gasps The story of Kim Estrada

including Judah, an ancestor of Jesus Christ. But the opposition was still kicking. Mr.

Sometimes separation becomes a dutiall stood to give notice of complaint. Andin Eugene Boyer:

[However,] you have to be very cautious nad dramatic move, Frank Smith stood and said, i i ; i

to sin against Jesus Christ, not to sin agairi$lr. Moderator, | rise to a point of order.” He An old warrior carries on the flght In France

His body.” explained that according to Robert’s Rules o
In Mr. Downie’s view, those pressing forOrder, a motion which violates the governin ditorials and Letters

separation have an “unduly perfectionist viewdocuments of a body is null and void; and

Covenant Theological Seminary releases tapes
Overview of the overtures

Committee on Women in the Military will report
If
Louisiana Presbytery receives a Baptist church

of the church,” which is “not to be expectedeferred to the fact that Presbytery’s Manu hree complaints from a Tennessee church are denied 16

18-2
21-22
22-23

when comprised of sinners—even those whexplicitly identifies Westminster Presbyte

have been saved by grace.” as a part of the Presbyterian Church i .y

Many of the Reformers and Puritans werdmerica. nother church court vindicates Burke Shade
forced out of the church, rather than leavingit ~ Mr. Leuzinger, who had re-assumed th
voluntarily. chair, declined to rule the matter out of orde i

The lack of unity and solidarity is The chair was challenged, and the court, or aeWS from the PreSbyte”eS

“dishonoring to Christ . . . and prejudicial tovoice vote, sustained the chair.
evangelistic outreach to the world. Havinga A final attempt to forestall the enactmentfSPONSOI'S
presbytery that's outside [the PCA] and onefthe move to depart was made, in the form of
that’s inside is a bad witness to the outsidesking that by a one-third vote, the couit
world. By voting in favor of any one of thesesuspend the action just taken pending fingl
views is voting to rend asunder the body daddjudication of the matter. But only ter]
Christ. 1 do not agree that the PCA does nebtes—less than half of the needed twent
retain two or three marks of the churchone—could be garnered.
Everybody on both sides of the aisle are still

brothers in Christ.” A PO|gnant CIOSe

1 It was time to adjourn, and Mr. Leuzinge!
POtentlal for asked Stated Clerk Steve Meyerhoff who wag

the minister who had been in the Presbyte

Damage the longest. The answer was the Rev. Jo

Mr. Ball stood up and objected to théWhitner, who had come into the Preshyter
fact that the Committee motion would stillin its nascent days. Mr. Whitner stood an
require Sessions to consider the matter. “Soro#ered a simple prayer, as the court adjourng
ruling elders may even leave the church. | .
itt)%% rr;ngilol.)rothers to consider the damage that Eval u atlon

“I was there when Westminster  Asinthe April stated meeting, the motior
Presbytery began. It was not quite a® withdraw passed because presbyters frqri .
Reformed as you think it was. Documentdyoth sides of the theological spectrum joinediis®
yes. Joe Morecraft wrote them up—whatevdorces to favor it. The more conservative br
Joe Morecraft wrote up we agreed with. Byhren who supported it did so because mal
the time we had begun in 1972 or 73, we haaf them believe that the PCA is unreformabl¢;k
made great advances. Trevor is right—thend they want to continue Westminst
world is watching. | encourage you, for théPresbytery as she was founded to be, a
sake of local congregations and Sessions, dso to provide a home for those who m
what theBCOgives us the right to do.” wish to join later. Others of the morg R ;

The substitute was defeated on a showonservative presbyters finally voted for the Dallas, which is playing host to the 29th PCA
of hands, 17-46. proposal in the belief that the Committeg

General Assembly, offers a stunning view at night.

1-3
45

7-9

10

10
11
11

12

13
14-15

D, 22
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" Covenant Seminary Releases Tapes

Recordings Suggest Woman May Have Preached

by Mark Rooze March 14, was introduced by a Covenardnd With Each Passing Moment,” and, aftanisrepresent Christ, as the Pharisees did in
Tape recordings of Covenant Seminareminary official who stated that, consistersa period of announcements, Dbyhe passages preceding John 10.
chapel services may lend credence to initigdith the seminary’s “world and life view, pronouncing the benediction from Jude 24- There followed four lessons Dr.
reports that a woman did in fact preackhat all the world is to be redeemed and und@b. The recording was halted for the singind,angberg said she had learned over the
publicly to a gender-mixed audience athe sovereignty of our Lord, ... our facultyand then resumed. years. The first was humility, built upon
Covenant Seminary. occasionally chooses to intersperse with The chapel session on Friday, MarchPhilippians 2:5-8. She exhorted her hearers
Dr. Diane Langberg addressed theur worship times in chapel thel6 alsofeatured Dr. Langberg. The message beyond what was comfortable and follow
seminarians on March 14 and 16, 200kontributions of those who can give usvas entitled “Profile of a Shepherd-Christ in identifying with those to whom
during the chapel hour at CovenanBiblical perspectives on various areas oEounselor,” and was introduced by dhey would minister, and not to be consumed
Seminary’s Rayburn Chapel. Dr. Langberdjfe, including their own callings where theyCovenant Seminary official as a preview oby building great reputations in the world,
is a practicing psychologist who has worketiave personal expertise.” her evening lecture on “Church Leadershiput to be faithful in small things. The second
with trauma survivors and clergy for 28  Dr. Langberg’s message was entitlednd the Misuse of Power.” was restraint; according to Dr. Langberg,
years, a nationally-recognized author antPreparing Together for the Challenges of  Dr. Langberg began her address with shepherding will occasionally call upon us
frequent speaker to pastors and pastorlinistry.” The text of the message was Iminute of comment upon the eveningdo restrain our natural abilities and attitudes
wives, as well as director of Diane Langberglimothy 4:16. She introduced her topic byecture, followed by five minutes of personain order to identify with those in need. The
Ph.D. & Associates. saying that seminary training in doctrine isestimony describing her lifelongthird was service, for which the text was the
Dr. Langberg’s visit was in conjunctionnot enough; those in ministry must also takdevelopment as a counselor. Parable of the Sheep and the Goats in
with the “Family Nurture and Counselingheed to themselves, lest they be seduced. The hortatory portion of her addressviatthew 25. She gave a detailed exposition
Conference,” part of the seminary’s annugbhe believed that those in ministry couldonsisted of two parts: a shorter section asf each group to whom the sheep gave
Harrington Counseling Lecture Series. Ibe seduced in three ways: by the work afnfit shepherds, and a lengthier sectiooomfort. In serving his fellow sheep, the
addition to the chapel appearances, she alsonistry itself luring them away from love consisting of four lessons she had learnesrvant serves the Lord. The fourth was
spoke in two counseling classes omnd obedience to Christ; by forgetting thathrough the years from the Great Shepherttadership, built upon John 10:3. Dr.
“Therapy with Survivors of Sexual Abuse”they are sheep and becoming prideful iit was illustrated with Scriptural allusionsLangberg exhorted her hearers to live their
and “Lessons Learned from the Counselortheir role as shepherds, and by allowing thend many personal illustrations. lives, like Christ, as examples to the flock.
Chair,” and spoke two evenings orwork of ministry to crowd out personal The text for the portion on unfit Dr. Langberg closed her message with
“Faithfulness to Your Spouse” and “Churctworship of God. She concluded byshepherds was Ezekiel 34, in which tha strong exhortation to enter into the
Leadership and the Misuse of Power.bbserving that Christ Himself had endureghepherds feed themselves on their flocki&llowship of Christ's sufferings, inspired
Besides these appearances, she spokealitthese temptations and had emergddr. Langberg mentioned three ways iy the vision of heaven given in Revelation.
two luncheons on “The Challenges andictorious, and exhorted the seminarians twhich this occurred. lllicit sexual relations Her address was met with applause from
Opportunities for Pastors’ Wives” anddo the same. was the most obvious example, but angeminarians.
“Being Women in a Seminary of Mostly A Covenant Seminary official closedperversion of the relationship between A Covenant Seminary official led the
Men.” Both luncheons were intendedhe chapel service with a closing exhortatioehepherd and sheep also qualified. Aongregation at the close by singing the
primarily for female audiences. from 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17, by leadingecond way was to encourage others to fe28rd Psalm. The recording was halted for
The chapel session on Wednesdayhe seminarians in singing “Day by Dayon us rather than Christ; a third was tt¢he singing, and did not resume.

The Tape of the First Chapel Message

Following is a transcript of the first working with clergy family: families and clergy you sit under excellent teachers, and you wijlour self. You are called by God to be the
chapel message which Dr. Diane Langberi the areas of their own struggles, ofteteave here grounded in the Word of God andcarnation of what you teach, the pattern and
delivered at Covenant Theologicalfinding out that those who are helping andull of much knowledge. And all of that is good print of what you preach. So who you are

Seminary. An audio version and a fulthose who are hurting may be experiencingnd right. matters as much as what you know and what
transcript of both messages will be madeery similar things. She has written Counsel  But | would like to suggest to you thisyou do.
available on the PINS website.—Ed.] for Pastors’ Wives, put out by Zondervanmorning that what you gain here is notenough. There is, | believe, a great seduction

Some of you are also aware in the counseling Now, who would be audacious enouglinherent in the work of ministry. It is a very

CTS Official: As we think about the program of Counseling Survivors of Sexualo suggest such a thing? A rather odd sort sfibtle seduction, and many do not see it, and
Harrington Counseling Lecture Series and theébuse, and On the Threshold of Hopeindividual, one who has never been tare therefore seduced away from their first
Family Nurture time that brings us heréDpening the Door to Healing for Survivors oseminary and never been in the pastoratelove. The seduction is this: the work of
together, | have what may seem to be @exual Abuse. My wife and | have heard Dianam a psychologist, certainly not a pastor, amdinistry itself often lures us away from love
unlikely question for you, and itis: What doespeak other times, and | will tell you that shaot even really a seminary professor, thougiind obedience to Jesus Christ. We end up in
it mean to be Reformed? What does it mean kmows deeply and well the areas of strugglehave certainly taught seminary classes. Bservice to the ministry, rather than to the
be Reformed? Now, when | ask that questiofpr those who have been through abusiehave had, however, the great privilege dflaster. We end up seeing to the success of a
almost all of us in such a setting are going tsituations, but also very well the struggles ditting with many pastors and Christian leadersinistry or an enterprise or organization, rather
think of certain Calvinistic doctrines of people who are in ministry—not just thefor over two decades in my counseling officethan standing true to Jesus Christ. Many times
salvation or maybe some historicapastors, but their spouses and their familikhey have come for many reasons, sometimesmeone enters ministry called by God and
distinctions of the Reformation. But you knowas well. As God calls us to faithfulness, botkepressed and weary, burnt out, slandereglfted by God with a God-given vision for that
avery famous and important line from Abraharm areas of ministry to our families, and as Goldurt. They have come as couples becauseparticular ministry, but somewhere down the
Kuyper in the Stone Lectures, when he triedalls us to faithfulness to help those peopliae terrific tensions between marriage andbad, when the vision has grown and the
to say what it meant to be Reformed, he saiditho are deeply hurting, | think Dianeministry. And many have come, sadlydemands are great and the pressure is on, the
was this: “It is understanding that there is ndtangberg brings particular expertise this dalgecause they have blown up their lives witminister becomes obedient to the ministry
one square inch of the universe where Jestashelp us and to deal with these very deggdfairs, internet pornography, extortion. rather than to Christ. Decisions are made
Christ does not say, ‘This is Mine. Mine.” and important issues. She’s here this week for With few exceptions, they have all hacbased on what will succeed or bring success

It's with such a world and life view, that the Family Nurture Conference, the Harringtoseminary degrees. What happened to theni@the ministry or further growth. The ministry
all the world is to be redeemed and under th@ounseling Lectures, to help us think about In 1 Timothy 4:16, Paul says somethingnust not be allowed to die, no matter what—
sovereignty of our Lord, that our facultywhat it means to minister to God’s people whthat | think is very significant in his instructionsand it is then that the life of Christ in the
occasionally chooses to intersperse with omnay be, to the eyes of the world, having gre& Timothy. He has already told him to devoteninister begins to die. The worker then is no
worship times in chapel the contributions oéxpertise, and hidden to the eyes of the worldimself to teaching and preaching. He has toldnger a servant of the Master, but a servant
those who can give us Biblical perspectivegreatly hurting. I'm so pleased that we havhim not to neglect the gift that is in him, andf the ministry. It is a good ministry, it is a
on various areas of life, including their owrwith us today Dr. Diane Langberg. he urges diligence. And then he says thisiork in which God has called him or her, itis a
callings where they have personal expertise. Diane, would you come. “Take heed to yourself and to your doctrine.ministry that has born fruit; but | would urge
To that end, we have invited journalists and Dr. Langberg: Thank you, and itis a  Now, the word “heed” means toyou to beware of anything that competes with
scientists and archaeologists, authorgyivilege to be here with you. You are here atoncentrate on something, to rivet your mintbve and obedience to Jesus Christ. And
educators, economists, and this day, @ovenant Seminary to prepare for a ministrgn it, to give it all of your energy. It's a strongoftentimes the greatest competitor of devotion
psychologist, to talk about the claims of Chrisbf some kind, and you don’'t need me to tellvord, a powerful word, it's a word that grips.to Jesus is service for Him. When the ministry
in their area of calling. you that that preparation requires a great dédlake heed to yourself’; watch yourselfseems to call you to neglect marriage and home,

Today, it's our privilege to hear from Dr. of hard work, and much study, pressure, aradosely. And that is the phrase that | wouldo neglect solitude and personal study of the
Diane Langberg, whose expertise touches lage night hours. To prepare for somethintike to talk about this morning—I suppose nd\ord, or to neglect prayer, you have traded
in lots of ways as we think about preparationsieans to get ready for it, to make yourself fisurprise coming from a psychologist. masters. When the demands of ministry shape
for ministry and for people in many areas ofo equip yourself; and so it should follow that ~ Seminary is largely about payingyour character into something other than a
our world. She has spent 25 years working mwhen you leave this seminary, you should battention to your doctrine. The Word of Godeflection of the character of Jesus Christ, you
the area of trauma survivors, those particularlgady to care for the people of God. And talls you to do that, and it is crucial that yotnave traded masters. The master of Ministry
who have experienced sexual abuse, but alsgpect that in many ways you will indeed belo so. But the Word of God calls you to givevill push you unrelentingly until you drop.

equipped. This is an excellent seminary, arttie same kind of attention to your person, tdhe master of Ministry is not concerned about
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your character, and does not care whether yauinistry couples, | have come to see thahan the ministry. His choices were not dictatedimself, you will never ever be abandoned
are an incarnation of what you teach, dnusband and wife do not pray together. Iby opportunity or need or even the goodneds your ministry. So no matter how dark it is,
whether you delight the Father. The master @forking with pastors and sessions, | havef the goal. you will always have a Shepherd and never
Ministry only cares that the ministry succeedound that pastors and their elders do not Just because something is good does rm alone.
“Take heed to yourself,” lest you bepray together. Often those in leadership praypean it ought to be done. When the day comes, In Matthew 4, we see the battle between
seduced. very little. And through the years, they havand the people you serve push toward a gombrk and worship. The Spirit has led Jesus
| think there is another form that thissaid things to me like, “I'm not much of a praythat appears to be God-honoring, remembap into the desert to be tempted by the Devil,
seduction can take. As you get involved irer.” “| haven't learned very well how to pray.” Jesus. He is your master, not the ministry. Thend the Devil in the end took Him up to a
caring for others and caught up in the dramas other words, | can lead a church, make goal must be His, the way the goal is achievddgh mountain and showed Him all the
of their lives, keenly away of their pressinggrow, and teach and preach—but not prayfiust be His, the timing must His—and youkingdoms of the world and their splendor.
and real and often critical needs, you caRrayer seems to be considered somethiggu must be wholly His. Do not be owned byAnd Satan said to Him, “I will give all of this
easily be seduced into thinking that you aredone in public service, or perhaps sometiméke goals of ministry, no matter how lofty theyto You, | will give You the world, if You will
shepherd, and you forget that you are alsodevotional in nature, but it appears to bare, but by the Master alone. bow down and worship me.” Now, if you
sheep. If you forget that you are a sheep, ydmpractical and even unnecessary. The work  You also know, of course, that Jesuthink about that, he offered Jesus what His
will get twisted up by ministry, focused ondemands to be done, after all, and the programisscribes Himself to us as the Good Shephefiart wanted—the world.
getting others to move or change or groweed to be run, and the people need to leam the Good Shepherd,” He says. Andyou The Scriptures tell us that God so loved
and failing to seek out the Great Shephetg@nded—who has time for prayer? who would shepherd the people of God followthe world. He offered Jesus what He loved.
and the green pastures and still waters that And yet this Lord whom we profess toin His steps. And God’s Word says that yotde wanted the world for His own. It was a
He has for you. serve seemed to consider prayer work, ratheho would desire to be shepherd desire agogdod and holy, God-given desire, and the
If you care for God's sheep long enoughthan simply preparation for work. He sayshing. Butlook carefully at the One you follow.enemy offered it to Him. But He did not allow
you will have plenty of experiences to helprayer is the way for fruit-producing and fruit-When you look at His entrance into ministrythe work to swallow up His worship of God.
you discern why God has called His peoplabiding work. And how foolish we are to thinkyou find it heralded not with the words,He let go, in that moment, of what he longed
sheep. You will watch people do stupid thingghat we can carry out the work of God HimselfBehold, the Shepherd,” but, “Behold, thefor, and stood grounded in the worship of
You will watch them follow other sheep intowithout continuingly talking to Him and Lamb of God.” God and God alone. And that principle is
ravines and wander off from the flock and gdistening to Him! What arrogance! And yet  This is a Shepherd who is first like Hisdemonstrated in His life for us again and
devoured. And you may at times in ministnhow easily and often unconsciously we faltheep. He leads by demonstrating for theagain. His worship of God is always
catch yourself muttering under your breathinto this! The work escalates. It demands ourow to be a lamb, obedient to the Father. Higrotected. It is alive and active all the way
“Just a bunch of stupid sheep.” And you wilfocus. leadership as a lamb led Him to sufferinghrough His ministry. The tremendous needs
get frustrated and angry and proud, as if The discipline of daily and ongoingdarkness, and death. This was a lamb forsakefisuffering people, the press of the crowds,
somehow you are the Shepherd over all @forship in the life of the worker getsby His Shepherd. Those are hardly glamoroubke criticism of the leadership, the death of
these stupid sheep. swallowed up by the work itself. Do notresults in a ministry. In fact, He lookedHis beloved cousin John—again and again
Has God called you to shepherd Hipresume to do the work of God from any othesomething like a stupid sheep. Sheep whee see in the Scriptures that He went apart
people? Well, if He has called you to any kindbundation than that of ongoing worship ofollow their shepherd are supposed to b® pray and to listen and to obey. And what
of ministry, then absolutely He has called yoGod Himself. How can we possibly think thajprotected; this Sheep was submissive, and Hi practiced throughout His three years of
to shepherd. But do not forget that long beforee will have wisdom, untiring love for the was led to death. ministry was tested on the cross—that place
He called you to shepherd, He called you firstheep, or strength to persevere in conflict, If the Great Shepherd became a lamb wwhere even when He was forsaken by God,
and foremost to be His lamb: a silly, stupidinless we sit daily at the feet of the Saviaorder to care for the sheep of God, then yadde cried out, “My God.” So that even the
lamb, who does stupid things, who followsvho said to us, “One thing is needful”; onlyand | must never forget that that is who we areiork of His death for you and for me did not
other sheep into ravines, and if wanders awaye, not two, not several, not sometimes, nbie are first and foremost lambs. Any shepheivallow up His worship of God.
from the flock, will get devoured. You are aas a nice addition, but only one is needful awho forgets that he or she is alamb in need of ~ Students, it is a good and noble work
lamb who must stay very close to your Greatecessary—and getting the work done is nobnstant care by the Great Shepherd is a veéhat you desire to do. And you are here
Shepherd, for that is the best and wisest walyat one thing. Worshiping, listening, learninglangerous undershepherd. because God by His Spirit has called you to
to lead other lambs, as they will follow youat the feet of the Master is the one thing Secondly, good shepherds sometimeshepherd His people in various ministries. It
there. Your value as a shepherd depends pacessary. look like stupid sheep when they follow thds a good work, but it is a dangerous work,
your life as a lamb: a weak, dependent, foolish  “Take heed to yourselves,” lest you béreat Shepherd. Following Him will sometimesand it is a work that tried and tested the One
lamb, utterly dependent on the Shepherd. Hoseduced. lead you to places of suffering and darkneghat you serve, and it will test and try you.
will such a lamb know anything about  So what have we said? We have saidnd death. Do not let people lead you to thinRo not be surprised when that is so. Love
shepherding if he does not stay very close that we must take heed to ourselves, and rtbat following God in ministry always looks your Master more than your ministry, love
the Great Shepherd? When the work géist our doctrine. We have said that there ageiccessful or glamorous. Look what God’ysour Shepherd more than your sheep, and
shepherding leads you to pride or judgmersieductions in ministry that can lead us awdyand did to the Lamb of God! But at the samaorship your God more than your work. Paul,
or superiority, you have forgotten that yodrom love and obedience to Jesus Christ: thaatne, when you find yourself in ministry in to Archippus: “Take heed to the ministry that
are a lamb. And a shepherd that is not firstrainistry itself can woo us away from thethose places of suffering and darkness ary@u have received in the Lord, and see that
lamb, humble and gracious to other sheep,isaster, that we can get so caught ugeath, never forget that because the Lamb wdu fulfill it.” Paul, to Timothy: “Take heed
a dangerous shepherd, for he or she halsepherding we forget we are sheep, and thabd was abandoned and forsaken by Gdd yourself.”
ceased to follow the Great Shepherd. the work can swallow up worship of God.
Your primary identity in life, if you are to | would like to put another point out

be of eternal value to our Father, is not that dlefore you this morning, and it is this: th I
a shepherd, but rather that of a lamb. God whom you came here to serve and toPreSS Release Regardlng the Recent St ry
“Take heed to yourself,” lest you bestudy and learn about—He came in the flegh on Covenant Theological Seminary

seduced. to minister. He knows what ministry is like. H
[Greenville Presbyterian Theological Seminary (GPTS), which was mentioned in qur lead

Let me give you one final seduction. Andunderstands its seductions, its pulls, its lurgs.
| think we might think about these all as way3 his God who came in the flesh has ministerg¢d

where the good becomes the enemy of thefore us, and He lived utterly devoted to Hjsstory in the March-April issue, sent out a press release in an effort to distance itself ffom the
best. The third seduction is that the work dflaster. He lived as a lamb who followed Higarticle. GPTS sent its press release not only to us, but also to PCANEWS.COM, which|featured
ministry easily crowds out the worship of GodShepherd, and He has shown us how to walikas a lead item. However, the official denominational website chose to print only excerpts from

The measure of the worth of our public workhis earth worshiping the Father rather thawmour press release, leaving out, for example, the first and last paragraphs. Printed belojv is our
for God is not success, but our privat¢he work. He has done what He has called jugsponse in its entirety.—fd.

relationship with Him. It is that relationship ofto do. He has gone before you in the work pf A recent front-page story ifresbyterian & Reformed Newghlighted the apparent cover-
worshiping God that is the great essential faninistry. up by Covenant Theological Seminary with respect to the appearance in chapel of § woman

fitness in ministry. Have you learned to

You all know the story of the great crowdl speaker. As detailed in the article, written by Mr. Mark Rooze, the official denominational sgminary

worship Him? Is worship a thread woven richiof people in great need; and they had followg¢af the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA) has refused to cooperate with the indgpendent

into the tapestry of your life? Or have youlesus, and they were very hungry—all 50
become so taken up with Christian knowledgef them. And he fed them, and there we
and Christian work that you have no time fotwelve baskets left over. | think we might ca
the Christ whose work itis? No time for Him inthat a successful ministry! The peopl
the morning, no time for Him at night, becauseertainly did. They deemed Him the Prophg
you are so keen on doing those things whidnd they wanted to make Him King. Nov
are called by His name? The work will competdesus is King, and ultimately He will bg
with your worship of God. What irony! But established as King over all forever. He wi
we must expect it to do so. The very work afit on the throne, and all will bow down. S
God that God calls us to becomes that whialthat the people wanted was something th
seduces and distracts us away from thgod also wants: Jesus as King. And how eg
worship of God. The workshop where youat that juncture to have been fooled and

will acquire what is needed is your personathe ministry dictate. The people seemed rea

hidden, worshiping life. Do you want to beThey seemed to desire what God ultimate
equipped for ministry? Prepared? Protectedfanted. But Jesus’ response was to withdr
Then worship God.

@hurch press with regard to the story, and has also refused to release the audio tapes o
gnessages.
I One paragraph of the article mentions Greenville Presbyterian Theological Semin

pofficials of that institution have now formally objected to the linkage between their school

tstory.
The purpose of the reference to Greenville Seminary was merely to demonstrate th
regarding the woman'’s speaking, and allegedly preaching, in chapel at Covenant Th

| Seminary, had already gained widespread currency, including at a sister theological schg
bwas no intention to imply that Greenville Seminary was directly involved in the matter, 1

degitimate to infer such.
Sy

y  We are also sorry because the reference to Greenville Seminary could be used

weaders from the real controversy, which is that of the apparent cover-up by Covenant Th
by Himself to a mountain and pray. It woul@l Seminary. In contrast to how Greenville Seminary deals with the press, Covenant Sem|

Let me tell you something that | haveappear that He had lost His opportunity. [tdeliberately chosen to stonewall the press. This does not reflect well on the St. Louis sc

found again and again with those in ministryooked like everything was set up t¢ hope thatthe PCA official denominational seminary will follow the example of Greenville Se

that have come to see me. It is something whigltcomplish God's goal, and He walked awayby being more forthright in its dealings with the public and the church.
grieves me greatly. In working with manyWhy? Because He served His Master more

However, in retrospect, we can appreciate how the reference could be misleading
eiccordingly apologize to Greenville Presbyterian Theological Seminary. Although we bel
jwrticle is factually accurate, it would have been better to have left out the reference.
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PCA Heads for the Big D

For Second Time, General Assembly
Will Be Held in Texas

Big oil, big money, big cars, big dreamsthe Highland Park Presbyterian Church, missions, and 28 ministers. Arrangements Committee, which has
All can be found in the city called the Big D.congregation of the Presbyterian Church Commensurate with the populationvorked for several years to ensure a smooth-

And in mid-June, Dallas will play host (USA), who desired no longer to remain irgrowth of Texas, the Presbytery has growrunning Assembly. Among the problems
to the 29 General Assembly of the the liberal mainline denomination. tremendously. Total membership in thencountered was having to find a new
Presbyterian Church in America (PCA). This  The Presbytery was founded in 198%resbytery, according to the 2000 PCAneeting place, after the hotel and conference
will mark the second time that the PCAvhen Texas Presbytery was divided intdearbook, was 8066, with 20 churches andenter at the Dallas-Fort Worth Airport
Assembly will have been held in the LoneéSouth Texas and North Texas Presbyteriasissions and 40 ministers. cancelled in the fall. Committee members
Star State. Six years ago, th&'23sembly At the time, North Texas Presbytery had  Members from North Texas Presbyteryand Administrative Committee staff in
met in Grapevine, at the Dallas-Fort Wortlabout 1800 members, 16 churches anthve been serving on the General Assembitlanta scrambled to find accommodations,
Airport. finally securing them at the Adams Mark

Being in Dallas will allow Hotel in downtown Dallas, where all of the
commissioners and their families to take meetings will be held.
advantage of many of the tourist attractions Preaching the retiring Moderator’s
available, including the museum dedicated sermon will be the Rev. Dr. Morton H. Smith.
to telling the story of the assassination of The first Stated Clerk of the PCA, Dr. Smith
President John F. Kennedy, and the Dallas helped to found Reformed Theological
Zoo0. Seminary and Greenville Presbyterian

Hosting the June 19-22 meeting will be Theological Seminary.
North Texas Presbytery. Thanks to the Among the highlights of the perennial
expansion of its territory granted two years meeting will be a pre-Assembly discussion
ago, North Texas is one of the larger PCA on the meaning of theological subscription
presbyteries geographically, as it stretches to the doctrinal standards of the church.
from the rolling hills of East Texas, through On one side of the debate will be the Rev.
the Dallas-Fort Worth area, across the Dr. Timothy Keller and the Rev. Dr. Bryan
midland section of Texas towards El Paso, Chapell; on the other side will be the Rev.
and up into the northern panhandle. For Dr. Joseph A. Pipa and the Rev. David Coffin.
the past two years, North Texas has also The Assembly itself could offer its own
enjoyed a gerrymandered boundary, lively debate. Close to 40 overtures will be
reaching its way up the 1-35 corridor to coming before the court, some dealing with
Oklahoma City. And, if an overture from rather mundane items, some with matters
Mid-America Presbytery is approved at this which focus on the issues which divide the
year’s gathering, North Texas will acquire denomination ideologically and
the rest of the Sooner State as well. theologically.

The North Texas judicatory also boasts Dallas is one of the top business convention destinations in the nation. Whatever the outcome, this Assembly
the third-largest congregation in the PCA, should prove to be interesting. It could

Park Cities Presbyterian Church, pastored also be decisive—with a capital D—with

by the Rev. Skip Ryan, with a total respect to the on-going discussion in the
membership of approximately 5200. Park .
Cities was formed in 1991 by members of

denomination as to what kind of a church
the PCA will be.

Hosting the General Assembly will be the Adam’s If the General Assembly ist ?hot_e?[(r?itlilng entcr)]ugh,
Mark Hotel located in the arts and financial COMMISSIONETS can get their thrills on he
district of downtown Dallas. White Rock Lake, just five miles from downtown Dallas, may Shock Wave at Six Flags Over Texas.
provide a tranquil setting in between Assembly sessions.

Photos of Dallas in this issue courtesy of the Dallas Convention & Visitors Bureau
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Overview of the Overtures

Each year, about forty overtures mak&/ood). Overture 19 from Ascensionnon-binding.) PCA. Grace Presbytery’s Overture 25 asks
their way to the General Assembly of thevertures the Assembly for the CCB to At this year's Assembly, Calvary andthe Assembly “to affirm that a woman may
Presbyterian Church in America (PCA)examine the minutes of the SJC regardinglississippi Valley Presbyteries, usingnot preach or teach in the corporate worship
Each overture must first either be approvedriginal jurisdiction in the John Wood matterlanguage employed by David Hall, areof any church or in the corporate worship
by a presbytery, or at least presented to a The CCB has already taken upon itselbverturing that any view other than that o€onducted by any church court or by any
presbytery for adoption: if an overture ig0 answer the Ascension overture, aereation in six twenty-four days constitutegsommittee, board, and/or agency of a church
denied by a presbytery, then the documefitated Clerk Roy Taylor assigned thean exception to the Standards (Overturescourt”; and “to reaffirm that the Presbyterian
may be sent on to the Assembly for it®verture to the Committee. The Rules foand 23). Church in America believes that the
consideration. Assembly Operation (RAO) does not New River Presbytery is taking aScripture teaches that the offices of Elder

The overtures this year center mostlprovide for the CCB to handle overturessomewhat different approach. Instead aind Deacon are open to men only.” The
the Bills & Overtures prescribing a uniform view of the Standardspverture states that “the Word of God and
Committee is the New River would allow each lower courtthe confessional standards of the
committee which the some latitude in interpreting the phrase, “ifPresbyterian Church in America declare
RAO specifies should the space of six days.” For those courtsithout ambiguity that a woman shall not
receive overtures of awhich do view any other than the six twentyteach or exercise authority over a man”; that
general nature. four day view as an exception, they wouldthis prohibition is proclaimed as a result of
Meanwhile, Western be counseled to treat it is any othethe creation ordinance and not for the
Carolina, which had been exception. Furthermore, New River is askingeason of first century cultural expediency”;
the first presbytery to that, for the time being, no one be deniethat “no ecclesiastical body of the
petition In the Wood ordination solely on the basis of not agreeinBresbyterian Church in America (be it
matter, had committed to with the calendar day view (Overture 20). congregation, session, presbytery, or
a committee the task of North Georgia Presbytery, on the otheassembly) may, under any assumed
looking into allegations hand, is taking an opposite positiorauthority, set aside the clear teaching of
that SJC members had no(Overture 30). The home court of many o6God’s Word or th&\estminster Standarys
behaved properly in the the denominational employees wants to reand that “a contrary view to both Scripture
Wood matter, in that one affirm the position of last year's Assembly;and the Standards is being taught and
or more members hadwhile at the same time seeking for uniformityadopted, specifically, that a session may
allegedly lobbied to ofteaching. That quest for discovering thallow the instruction of men by women in
. o protect Mr. Wood prior to true meaning of Genesis 1, according tecclesiastical assembly under the ‘authority
The Old Red Courthouse in the downtown historic district  the 2000 General North Georgia, must entail the light ofand oversight’ of the €elders.”

Photo by Lloyd Poissenot/Stock Studios

houses Dallas’s Tourist Information Center. Assembly. After natural revelation illuminating special  Overture 27 from Philadelphia
around several themes: the continuin@mvestigation, the committee recommendedgvelation. Presbytery would ameri8lCO 12-5 (with
controversy regarding the Standing Judicialnd the Presbytery adopted, a regard to the authority of the Session) by
Commission (SJC) and its handling of theommunication which called for peace. The Women adding these words: “to ensure that the

John Wood matter; the doctrine of creatiorSimultaneously, Western Carolina also Word of God is preached only by such as
the women preaching issue; internabvertured the Assembly to find the Preachin |Ssue are sufficiently gifted, and also duly
governmental matters, including variougoncurring opinions offered in the Wood g approved and called to that office (¢/LC
amendments being proposed to B@ok matter out of order, and to order that they The issue of women preachingl58) and in accordance with this to prohibit
of Church Orderand the establishment ofnot be printed in the General Assemblygontinues to be of concern throughout theomen from preaching the Word of God as
new presbyteries. minutes (Overture 35).

John Wood The Doctrine
and the SJC of Creation

The most high-profile judicial matter in For at least four years, the doctrine
the history of the denomination was thereation has been front and center in t
John Wood matter. A total of fivetheological debates that have been ragi
presbyteries petitioned the Generah the PCA. The 1997 General Assembl
Assembly to assume original jurisdictionrefused to take exception to the minutes
over the Pastor of Cedar Springs presbytery which had not regarded a
Presbyterian Church, Knoxville, Tennesse@ther view than creation in six calendar da
after Tennessee Valley Presbytery did nas an exception to the Confession
act judicially with regard to allegations thatStandards. In 1998, the Assembly denie
he had allowed a woman to preach from hisomplaint against New Jersey Presbyte
pulpit. dealing with a similar issue. The sam

In 2000, the SJC declined to proceed iAssembly erected a Creation Stud
the matter, on the basis that Tenness&@ommittee (CSC).
Valley had “acted.” However, last year's The 1999 Assembly approved
Assembly overturned the advice of botlstatement, originally offered by Dr. Josep
the SJC and the Committee orPipa, which was designed to build
Constitutional Business (CCB), and‘consensus” within the denomination. Th
instructed the SJC to proceed. document specifically ruled out evolution

In October 2000, the SJC reported thaind specifically affirmed the historicity of
it had again declined to proceed on the basiglam and Eve and the first eleven chapte
that Mr. Wood’s views were allowable inof Genesis.
the PCA; and on the basis that he was not At the 2000 Assembly, the CSC gav
personally responsible for Dr. Linda Eure’sts final report, which it proposed to receiv
appearance in the pulpit. as information. The Rev. David Hall,

Six members of the SJC subsequentfprmer member of the SJC, moved as
filed a “concurring opinion,” in which they substitute that the Assembly declare th
attacked the integrity of the Generahny view other than that of creation in si
Assembly, and also took shots at thealendar days is an exception to th
current Moderator, Dr. Morton H. Smith (theStandards. The Assembly turned down th
first Stated Clerk of the denomination)substitute, and instead adopted one offer
Greenville Preshyterian Theologicalby the Rev. Frank Barker, Pastor Emeritus
Seminary, and its President, Dr. Joseph Pip@riarwood  Preshbyterian  Church,

Both Calvary and AscensionBirmingham, Alabama. The successf
Presbyteries, two of the presbyteries whickubstitute declared that any of the vie
had petitioned for the Assembly to assum®uched upon in the CSC report wa
original jurisdiction, adopted overtures inacceptable, so long as the historicity of t
response to the SJC's failure to proceedreation account could be affirmed. (D
Overture 8 from Calvary asks that théBarker had been the one who had amend
General Assembly condemn the action dhe motion creating the CSC in 1998, to th
the SJC in Judicial Matter 99-1 (re. Johrffect that any report of the CSC would b

(Paid Advertisement)
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part of the corporate worship of the church ~ Overtures 9 and 11, also from Evangeliconsidered part of the minutes, regardles®lieved of Jeremiah’s ministry and
(cf. BCO4-4; 53-2), as this is forbidden inwould amend the procedures by which af the form of the recording.” Currently,challenged his authority. ‘Thou speakest
Scripture (1 Tim. 2:11-12).” This proposedhigher court may assume originabnly written documentation is consideredalsely: the Lord our God hath not sent thee.
amendment resembles an amendment whigrisdiction over those normally subjectpart of the official record. .." (Jer. 43:2), they said; but our sympathy
was sent down to the presbyteries ilmmediately to a lower court. The Overture 13 would ameICO32-3to and support would have been with Jeremiah
response to the reports of female preachiramnendments would specify that as long agquire that there be at least three meetingad the remnant who were faithful to his
inthe PCA. It appears that that amendmeat lower court had conducted a judiciabf a court before proceeding with a trialministry.”
will be defeated. At least part of the reasomvestigation, then that lower court hadrhis would give the accused at least As noted in the overture, the proposed
fourteen days after hearing the indictmeramendment would require, in the matter of a
(at the second meeting) in order to prepamgastoral dissolution, “Presbytery’s most
for the trial. careful deliberation in the light of Scripture
Overture 14 would amerRICO32-4 so and sound reason.”
as to ensure that “a record exists of the date
a citation is received.”

Requiring
ProposedBCO Unleavened Bread

Amendments In Communion

I New Jersey Presbytery (Overture 2)
Regardlng the wantsBCO58-5 changed so that the bread

to be used in communion would be specified
PaStoral to be unleavened bread. The proposed

I I modification would allow that if unleavened
RelatlonShlp bread is not available, “bread with leaven
Overture 3 (Susquehanna Valleyyeast) may be used, but this is not to be
Presbytery) asks thBCO20-2 be amended the usual or normal practice of a

so that the pastor of a church be includecbngregation.” In support of the change,
in a search committee for an assistant &few Jersey noted that the Passover
associate pastor. In the opinion of the CCRelebration used unleavened bread; and
this amendment would be in conflict withthat leaven “is sometimes used in the Bible
other provisions of the Constitution, in thato denote sin.”

a pastor, who is not a member of the

congregation, could not serve on a

The M ite Rodeo features buckina b congregational committee.
e Mesquite Rodeo features bucking broncos Overture 4 (Eastern Carolina Extendin Terms Of
Presbytery) want8CO 23-1 to be more g
for its defeat will be objection to the*acted” and any request for the assumptioaexplicit regarding the dissolution of a I
particular wording. The proposal fromof original jurisdiction would therefore not pastoral relationship. Eastern Carolina’s Oﬂ:lce on Program

Philadelphia is designed to perfect thbe allowed. In Evangel’'s view, “Theconcern is that dissolution of the pastoral 1
language, in the hopes of winning approvalontroversy at our 28th General Assemblipond should be regarded as being “within Commlttees to

by a sufficient number of presbyteries. surrounding the John Wood mattethe power of the Presbytery only and is not F|Ve Years
However, the Committee onengulfed our Standing Judicial Commissiora ‘rubber stamp’ action based solely on the
Constitutional Business (CCB) isour GA Stated Clerk, our Committee orwill of either the congregation or its pastor.”  In Overture 1, Missouri Presbytery is

recommending that the overture be&onstitutional Business, our Bills andThe overture takes exception to the viewasking thatBCO 14-1(12) be changed to
remanded to Philadelphia for clarificationOvertures Committee of Commissionersthat “a congregation, like a democracy, ifncrease the number of men on program
since it is "unclear” as to how theand our floor of the General Assembly in @ntitled to be relieved of its pastor simply itommittees from fourteen to fifteen; and to
Presbytery’s proposal would fit inBBCO constitutional quagmire because the
12-5. existing BCO 34-1 does not adequately
answer several questions: 1. What does
‘refuses to act’ mean? 2. Who gets to
decide what ‘refuses to act' means? 3. Does

the Stated Clerk of the GA give tHBCO
Proposed BCO 34-1 matter to the SJC for adjudication or
route it directly to the GA via the Bills and
Amend me ntS Overtures Committee of Commissioners? 4.
I I How can we balance the concerns betwegs
Regardlng ‘JUdlcaI the need to protect the doctrinal purity o

our church and the need to protect o
Process principle of original jurisdiction which
As is customary, there are severaerves in turn to protect our ministers fro

Z

proposed changes the Book of Church judicial charges from those who may no

Orderwhich will be coming to the Assembly necessarily have access to all of the fad ;

by way of overture. or access to the right of investigation?” ; i
Evangel Presbytery proposes the most Central Carolina Presbytery has offere - - k. ’

.I-"'.:

Photo by Jack Hollingsworth/Stock Studios

radical changes. Overture 10 seeks to makee perfecting proposed amendment
amending the Confessional Standard®garding judicial process.

easier: instead of a three-fourths vote at Overture 16 would amergCO43-1 so - -"'i W e

each of two General Assemblies, withas to allow a complaint with regard to 4§ "_
presbyteries, the overture would have therder, withdrawn, or abandoned. Curre i\ ‘.‘ 1 ‘

Confession of Faith and Catechisms of theording does not allow a complaint if ang===, ﬂ‘ “

church changed with a two-thirds vote ofippeal has been “taken” in a judicial casd

two General Assemblies and approval bfin the past, the General Assembly rule

states that Dr. Timothy Keller's 1999 papethowever, since the appeal had been t|mely

“The Original PCA Contract,” “accurately filed, a complaint touching on the same majority wished it to be so, whatever thehange their terms of office from four to
demonstrates the cause of the tension matter had been ruled out of order.—Ed.]circumstances. Such a view may béve years. The rationale given includes that
the PCA today and brilliantly suggests that  Overture 17 would take the currently-congregational, but it is not Presbyteriarithe responsibility and complexity of our
of our confession. . . . The high jump bar awith detailed information as to how afaulty, erroneous or unbiblical grounds fodenomination has grown”; that “it is very
it now stands in the preseBCO. . . istoo presbytery will handle a complaint or appealishing the removal of its pastor, and irdifficult for newly elected Committee
high . . . pragmatically the Confession isvhen it commits such to a commissionsuch cases the Presbytery may deny the@rembers to function effectively until their
unamendable. There has never beekccompanying the proposed amendmemequest in favor of a minority in the4-year term is almost half over”; “this
amendment to the Confession. This resulGentral Carolina suggests should be addée ministry of a faithful pastor. A majority coupled with the increased size and
in two erroneous poastures: A. Ignore thas an appendix to tiBook of Church Order of Israel wished to be relieved of Mosesomplexity of Committee operations tends
teachings of the Confession or B. Believe  Overture 15 would ame®8ICO35-7 to and return to Egypt, but they were clearlyo place more power in the hands of the
that the Confession equals the Scripturesquire the electronic recording of trialsjn error. . . . A majority of the elders, andoermanent staff which is opposed to the

approval by three-fourths of thejudicial matter after an appealisruled outd

two-thirds of the presbyteries. The overturéhat an appeal had been abandoned; The Texas chuck wagon symbollzesthevarletyofTexascwsmeavallable in Dallas.

the solution may be found in the amendingacated Chapter 44 of tlBCQO, and fill it The majority of a congregation may havé&rogram Committees have grown as our
passed and only rarely has there been &mthe Constitution is a flow chart, whichcongregation who wish to continue undefrequent turnover of Committee members
and treat it accordingly.” with the recorded testimony beingpresumably the people, wished to betent of the founders of our denomination.”



P&R News < May - June 2001

9

the Administrative Committee to providewhere it is not.
options for lower costs and greater ruling

than there are churches, each congregati@) wants a new Triad Presbytery of Norttho “request all the churches and agencies

Grass ROOtS may be represented at presbytery by tw@arolina formed, in the Winston-Salem/bf the PCA to have a special season of
ruling elders for each 350 communicanGreensboro/Burlington area. The Nortlprayer and worship with thanksgiving in

Concerns members or fraction thereof. In almost alHills Presbyterian Church of Salisburytheir churches and institutions either around

PCA presbyteries, that rule is in playNorth Carolina, though in Rowan CountyJuly 4" of this year, or around October28

Heartland Presbytery’s Overture 6 askslowever, Grace Presbytery is one of the fewvhich is slated to remain with Centralor early in November (when prayers are
Carolina), is asking that it be allowed to crossffered for the persecuted church
Overture 24 from Grace Presbyterypresbytery lines in order to affiliate with theworldwide) in order to thank God for His

elder participation at General Assembly. Thevould ask the General Assembly “to reaffirrnew presbytery (Overture 36).

gracious gift of religious liberty in our

overture states that the disparity “betweethat all General Assembly committees, both ~ Great Lakes Presbytery (Overture 22American nation and to intercede for the

Ruling Elders and Teaching Elders hapermanent and ad-interim, committees dé asking that its territory in Kentucky,
grown to as many as 2% Teaching Elders mpmmissioners and agencies will operate southern Ohio, and southern India
1 Ruling Elder (2.5 to 1) at someopen session”; and “to require that saidbe formed into a new Ohio Vall
Assemblies”; “the rising costs associatetbodies may go into executive session onlresbytery. This would leave Gre
with attending GA has become a burden fdior the following reasons: propertyLakes with southern Michigan, most/of
many churches; therefore they send onlyegotiations, discussion of active omorthern and central Indiana, and most
one Commissioner and he is the pastorfiending criminal matters or civil litigation, of northern and central Ohio.
“the perception of congregations is thatliscussion of personnel performance, Potomac Presbytery (Overture
General Assembly is a time for Teachingersonal safety, or approval of reports ihas agreed to divide, with a ng
required to be done in executiveChesapeake Presbytery encompas
session.” The overture also asksnuch of Maryland, including th
the Assembly “to declare thatAnnapolis and Baltimore ares
whenever a committee or agencyPotomac would continue with t
enters executive session, only th®istrict of Columbia, its Maryland a
elected members and ex-officioVirginia suburbs, and the east
members of that committee orpanhandle of West Virginia.
agency may remain in the room, Meanwhile, Mid-Americag
the only exception to this policy Presbytery (Overture 32) has agree
being that a person may bebe absorbed by North Texas Presbyt
invited to stay if he has specificthereby reducing the net increase
information, is otherwise presbyteries to three.
involved in the matter under Westminster Preshbytery hg
consideration, or not otherwisecommunicated its intention to withdraw
available to the committee oras a presbytery from the denomination,—
agency”; and “to declare that anyeffective in January 2002. Westminster™
decisions made in executiveaccordingly has sent up Overture 38,
session must be reported inwhich asks the Assembly to erect a ne
public and access to saidpreshytery, with the same boundarje

member of the church, and thaupon the date of withdrawal.
all members are guaranteed Westminster Preshytery is al
access to the minutes and officiatequesting that its boundaries
records of all committees andchanged, so that one county and a
| agencies.” The overture alsoof a county in Virginia be transferred to
requests that this not simply beNew River Presbytery (Overture 34).
declared as General Assembly New York State Presbytery is
policy, but that the Rules for asking that several counties in western

The Age of Steam Railroad Museum
is located in Dallas’s Fair Park.

Assembly Operation be changedNew York, presently in Ascensionpersecuted Church worldwide that

to reflect this policy. Presbytery, be transferred to itself (Overtureontinues to face religious persecution

Among the grounds 26). Included in this territory is Rochesterresulting in the loss of property and
given is an appeal to thewhere several families are desirous of a PCpersonal civil liberty, including even torture
Presbyterian Church (USA), church under the auspices of New Yorland martyrdom due to their faithful

which has a “sunshine policy”; State Presbytery.

and that the PCA “should not be .
Miscellany

His Word.”

less open and honest than our
liberal counterpart. . . especially .
Elders to renew friendships rather than. since we self-professedly operate with

DART features a new 20 mile light rail system.

conscientious convictions for Christ and

Overture 29 would direct the Mission
to North America (MNA) Committee to
Overture 28 from Philadelphiareport administrative fees. The overture

being on the floor and participating in thecommittees rather than boards, as is domesbytery asks the General Assembly tootes that Mission to the World and
business of the Church”; “Ruling Elders dan the PC(USA).” Precipitating this overturepray for religious liberty. The overtureCovenant Theological Seminary are
not have the advantage of knowing othensere the reports that advisory members afiakes reference to the First Continentahembers of the Evangelical Council for

attending; in comparison to Teaching Eldersommittees, and staffers, including
who have developed friendships invomen, have been included in executive
seminary and other ministry opportunities”session by the Mission to North America .
and “many of the Ruling Elders areCommittee, while ordained men were [
frustrated by parliamentary, maneuveringxcluded.

and/or debate over semantics and technical Mid-America Presbytery’s Overture
points.” The overture acknowledges tha3l, like Overture 24, makes specific appeal |
“previous Assemblies indicated their desir¢o the denomination’s “grass roots”
for facilities with Air Conditioning and other nature, in asking that the General
amenities” and that “the opportunity for theAssembly declare that no denominational
Administrative Committee to negotiateemployee may simultaneously serve on
contracts with motels etc to host GA ighe Standing Judicial Commission (SJC).
limited; therefore adding to the rising costs.The overture notes that currently four of
The overture asks that the Administrativéhe twenty-four SJC members are
Committee report to next year's Assemblgmployed by the denomination.

“with recommendations and possible
options how the General Assembly can
have greater parity, between elders while

keeping the costs of GA as low as possible,” NeW PreSbyteneS

with the understanding that “options befor "

us may require the Assembly to approv?nd NeW Boundanes
significant changes so that costs may be If the various overtures before the
reduced and greater involvement of Rulind\ssembly are approved, there will be a net

Elders achieved.” gain of three PCA presbyteries, bringing
Overture 21, offered by Ellisville (Miss.) the total to 63.

-y

Photo by Lloyd Poissenot/Stock Studios

The McKinney Avenue Trolley shuttles shoppers and diners
from downtown to a number of shops and restaurants
in the McKinney Avenue/Uptown neighborhood.

Financial
Accountability, but
MNA is not. This

overture was presented
to Northern California

| Presbytery, but rejected

by that court; and is
being carried to the
Assembly by the Rev.
Andrew Lee, a church
planter in Honolulu,
Hawaii.

Overture 18
from Heritage Presbytery
asks that the PCA
version of the
Westminster Standards
be edited to correct the
“numerous
typographical errors,
omissions and other
mistakes both in the text
and in the citations
which are a distraction
to those who use it”; and

Presbyterian Church, but turned down by Heartland Presbytery (Overture 5) i€ongress (1774), to the Scripturathat a hardback edition be printed of the
Grace Presbytery, wants the Constitutiopetitioning that its lowa territory andinscription on the Liberty Bell (“Proclaim newly-edited version. Ironically, as noted

to allow at least two ruling elders tochurches be formed into its own presbytery.iberty throughout the land unto all thein the printing

of the overture in the

represent each congregation in presbyteiiyhis would leave Heartland with Nebraskainhabitants thereof"—Leviticus 25:10), andCommissioners’ Handbook, the overture

meetings. Presently, if there are fifty perceransas, and northwest Missouri.
more ministers on the roll of a presbytery  Central Carolina Presbytery (Overturevritings. The Assembly is being overturecerrors.

to various historical and theologicalcontains about a dozen typographical
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Mid-America Votes to Dissolve
Presbytery Will be Absorbed by North Texas

Mid-America Presbytery, impoverishedasked the General Assembly to place Christorked out. It was moved and seconded tmticipated Reformed University Ministries work
through the loss of some of its Oklahom#resbyterian Church, Tulsa, and “other churchesnend the resolution regarding the dispositian Tulsa.
churches through the years, and through tieéthe Mid-America Presbytery as wish to joirof records, assets, and personal property by Other financial arrangements in the
loss of territory two years ago to three adjacentith it,” along with the “appropriate countiesgiving two-thirds of the money currently in theresolution included transferring the money in the
presbyteries, finally decided to call it quits. Atitswithin the State of Oklahoma into and under th€hurch Extension Committee Funds tdPresbytery’s Ministerial Relief Fund to the
stated meeting on April 20, 2001, the court votgdrisdiction of the North Texas Presbytery.”  Westminster Chapel, with the balance to be givelenominational Committee on Insurance,
10-2 to dissolve and to be absorbed by North During the debate on this overture, théo North Texas Presbytery for the purpose @nnuities, and Relief “for the designated purpose
Texas Presbytery, its neighbor south of the Ré&tesbytery moved into a Committee of the Wholdefraying travel expenses. The Moderator ruleaf the relief of ministers and widows of ministers

River. in order to facilitate discussion. Thatwas at4:0fhe amendment out of order because thoseneed of assistance.” After expenses are paid,
Understanding how the Presbytery got tBM. After about fifteen minutes, the bodymoneys had been given to the Presbytery ftive balance of the Presbytery’s General Fund is
this point can be a challenge. Indeed, trying tecessed for five minutes. church planting. (The bulk of the funds hadb be transmitted to North Texas Presbytery “with

trace out the path by which the Sooner State lost During that five minute break, the threecome from the late Calvary Presbyterian Churcthe stated intention that such funds are to be
its own presbytery almost would require atommissioners from Beal Heights—Pastor ButleGtilwell, Oklahoma, for church planting inutilized for the defraying of the legitimate
Indian guide. and Ruling Elders Bob Nauman and Mikéklahoma.) A substitute motion, to delete thexpenses of the members and commissioners
In 1999, a majority of Mid-America voted Rogers—huddled with the two commissionergem regarding Church Extension Committeérom Oklahoma for attendance upon the meetings
to petition the General Assembly to cede itsom Claremore (Pastor David Schwenk anBunds from the resolution, was moved andf North Texas Presbytery.”
territory in northwest Arkansas back taRuling Elder Neil Thielen) and looked at theseconded, butfailed. The resolutionthen carried. With the approval of the merger by the
Covenant Presbytery, its territory in southwesiptions. If this second overture were to pass, Laterinthe meeting, however, it was moveeneral Assembly, all of Oklahoma will once again
Missouri to Missouri Presbytery, and the |-3%nd the General Assembly were to approve @nd seconded to give three-fourths of the Churble in the same presbytery. Like the Sooners of
corridor counties up to Oklahoma City to NorthVlid-America would be left with two organized Extension Committee Funds to Westminstet907, the race will now be on to see what kind of
Texas Presbytery. The result was a presbyteshiurches, and three ministers—one of the@hapel, for church planting. It was moved andhurches are staked outin the State of Oklahoma;
left with four organized churches, and avithout call and living in Vermont. The seconded to amend the amount to one-thiriir what kinds of churches are planted will
communicant membership of about 430—one @fresbytery would barely be able to function; andinally, it was moved, seconded and carried determine what kind of presbytery will exist in
the smallest PCA presbyteries in terms dfecause of théook of Church Order divide the moneys in that account equallthe state when there is sufficient strength to
communicant strength and number of churchagquirements, would not be able to call for a calldaetween the Westminster Chapel and amsurrect a presbytery there.
Just as significantly, with the transfer of theneeting should any emergency arise.
Oklahoma City area to North Texas, much ofthe  More importantly, the men from Lawton were

population of Oklahoma was off-limits to the tinyconcerned that their preaching point in Tulsa, CO mm |tte e 0on WO men | N th e

judicatory, thereby limiting its opportunity for Westminster Chapel, would be swallowed up and . . .
growth. not allowed to continue, since it would be within
In the intervening two years, the presbyteriXorth Texas territory. M I I Itary WI I I re po rt to th IS GA
coped with its small size by erectinga Committee  Their fears were not without warrant. Within\ A /; i i i
of The Whole. In essence, all the elders of ke past two years, the Beal Heights Church thv I” Recomm_end Agaln_St the PraCtlce Of Draftlng
presbytery would meet as a committee prior @sked permission of the home mission
each of the two stated meetings per year, in ord&ammittee of North Texas to conduct a Biblevvornen .Or USIng T hem In Oﬂ:e.nSIVe Combat ROIeS
to formulate the recommendations when the cowtiudy less than half a mile inside North Texas' . TheAd Interim Study Committee on WomerConvention, and the Bible Presbyterian Church,
itself met. territory in the Oklahoma City area. The Bibld! the Military will present its final report to the have all gone on record in opposition to women
Shortly after the gerrymandered boundariestudy was merely to facilitate the start of 22" Presbyterian Church in America (PCA)in combat. .
were approved at the 1999 General Assembjyotential new church that would be located ifpeneral Assembly. Among itsrecommendations  The report then carefully considers the
First Reformed Presbyterian Church, Mincoone of the adjoining counties which had remainég'" be that “the General Assembly of the PCA ighurch’s spiritual nature and the propriety of the
Oklahoma, expressed a desire also to join with Mid-America Presbytery. There was no desi@mally on record as opposed to the drafting ahurch as a body addressing the question of
North Texas. Efforts by men in Mid-Americaon the part of the Lawton folks to compete witomen into military service, in time of war orwomeninmilitary service. The Committee appeals
Presbytery prevailed upon the Minco church tany works which North Texas might haveP€ace, under any and all circumstances, for ttethe fact that there are extraordinary cases in
relinquish their wish for the time being. planned in Oklahoma City; the selection of thééason that such governmental actions woulhich the church may directly address the civil

Then, last year, Christ Presbyterian Churcsite within Oklahoma County was simply becau olate individualnconsciences. as informed bynagistrate (Westminster Confession of ‘Faith,
of Tulsa, the largest congregation in théhere was no other feasible location in which %Se Word of God.” The Committee also asks thhapter XXXI). The Committee states that ‘there
presbytery, also expressed a desire that Midet started. Nevertheless, the North TexAssembly to go formally on record “as opposet precedent in the practice of our church for the
America merge with North Texas. The elders @ommittee refused to grant permission. to the"aSS|gnment of women to offensive combassembly to address matters of moral principle
the congregation had the year before not Severalyears prior, the Beal Heights Churdi®les. _ that are being flagrantly transgressed in a national
necessarily been in favor of that proposal; biiad conducted a Bible study just over the bordeh The report comes five years aftewiolation of Biblical law", and offers the matter of
now, with the prospect of significant fundingin Wichita Falls, Texas. While North Texas ha¢r hiladelphia Presbytery overtured the Assembibortion as an example. .
from the Southwest Church Planting Networkgranted permission for that activity, Beal Height® condemn, protest, and request the repeal of The Committee affirms the sufficiency of
for starting new churches throughout Oklahomayas told that it would not be allowed to oversef€ national policy allowing women to serve irScripture as the moral basis for addressing the
Christ Church was ready to sign up. a mission work in Wichita County. The grouFpombat. The Philadelphia overture also requestgdestions raised. And, in dealing with Scriptural
Atthe October 2000 stated meeting of Midwhich developed approached North Texa@at_eldfrs, military chaplains and other churgbrem|ses, the report adduces the creation order
America, the Presbytery voted begin the proceBsesbytery, but received no encouragemei§ificials ‘communicate with their members God'of male headship, and the motherly nature of
of amending its By-Laws in order to dissolveEventually, an Orthodox Presbyterian Churcfgaching concerning women in combat. women. Furthermore, “By calling the woman a
into North Texas Presbytery. An attempt in 1909&as organized in Wichita Falls from those peopl?] The 1996 Assembly adopted a statementeaker vessel, Scripture indicates that there is a
f

to effect the same proposal had failed in thatti> whom the Beal Heights Church had faithfullyat expressed “grave concem about the practigeater vulnerability attendant to womanhood,
could not gamer the requisite two-thirds at tweninistered for an extended period. of sending women into combat,” and askednd calls upon her husband to be considerate of

successive meetings. Given this history, there was greaf’hiladelphia Presbytery to bring a more-detailettlis fact. This vulnerability of the woman and

At last fall's meeting, the proposal didapprehension that the preaching point in Tul§gcommendation. ” _the duty of the man are further confirmed by
receive the necessary two-thirds vote, thusould be sacrificed on the altar of ecclesiastical N 1997, the Assembly, citing concems wittBcripture’s command that a husband serve and
placing the matter on the docket for consideratiquolitics. Accordingly, Mr. Butler, after the bodyfegard to the church not becoming politicallyay down his life for his wife.” .
atthe April 2001stated meeting. Joining the Tulseconvened and came out of the Committee #fvolved, answered the_overture from  Other recommendations include affirming
and Minco commissioners in favor of thehe Whole, moved to reconsider the vote onniladelphiain the negative. The Assembly alshat “individual conscience, guided by the Word
amendment were those from Christ Presbyteriamending the By-Laws. said that it was not Biblically persuaded by thef God and responsive to the counsel of the
Church in Claremore, Oklahoma, while the  John Owen Butler had been the strongedfguments presented by Philadelphia. Church, must decide concerning the propriety of
commissioners from Beal Heights Presbyterianpponent of the proposal to be absorbed by But Philadelphia Presbytery persisted; anebluntary service in the military.” The PCA is
Church, Lawton, Oklahoma, led by theNorth Texas, and his motion purportedly stunndl 1998, the Assembly acquiesced to the loweelled upon to recognize that military service
Presbytery Stated Clerk, the Rev. John Owehe proponents of the merger. When asked wh@UIts request for a privately-funded Ad Interintoday “presents special and difficult moral
Butler, were opposed. he was moving for reconsideration, he explainégommittee. The 1999 Assembly received thehallenges in light of the integration of women

In the meantime, the folks from Claremorehe concern that the Beal Heights Church woufdommittee report as information, and added thrégo the armed services.” The women of the
became wary of joining with the large body ofose its budding mission work. members to the Committee. In 2000, thdenomination are “warned of the many difficulties
North Texas. By the time of the April meeting, it The motion for reconsideration carried, angommittee asked for and was granted anothend moral and physical dangers involved in
appeared that there would not be a sufficietite By-Laws were subsequently amended, 10¢€ar in which to complete its work. . senvinginthe military in secular America, due to
number of votes to change the By-Laws.  with the three commissioners from Beal Heights _This final report gives a review of military their inherent greater vulnerability.” And the

When the matter was first Considered, having swung the vote. service of women, including various problems d€ommittee is recommending the adoption of a
was defeated by a vote of 7-5-0 (thus notsecuring At that point, by common consent th@norale and readiness that have been causedstatement that if women “choose voluntarily to
the necessary supermajority). second overture from Christ Presbyterian, Tulshhe feminizing of the American military servicesenter military service, they should do so

However, immediately after that vote regarding redrawing the Presbytery boundarie}, e report notes the honor of a military callingadvisedly, with the recommendation that they
another overture from the Tulsa congregatiowas withdrawn. nd the report notes that Reformed Church iseek supportive, rather than active, combatant

was considered. This resolution would have  But there were still some details to bdhe United States, the Reformed Presbyterizoles.”
Church in North America, the Southern Baptist
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Louisiana Presbytery

Receives Baptist Church Bnar\é/gg(()j rr']“gs‘ﬁgCéaatlgtliz?stor

Pastor of New PCA Congregation to Have | | |
. . . According to a story in the The sacramental difference focused on
H|S Covenant Chlldren Baptlzed Birmingham (Ala.) Newshe Rev. Mr. Tom baptism. “Presbyterians generally baptize

: . Caradine, a minister in the Presbyteriamfants by sprinkling, while Baptists baptize
Out in the hot, marshy flatlands ofand the church were ready to take the fin@hrch in America (PCA), has beécomdy immersion only those old enough to make

southwest Louisiana, where the Cajuns roarstep into Reformed theology. But the degbscior of First Baptist Church. Mr. Caradine faith decision.

where oil derricks punctuate the countrysideas sealed at the April stated meeting gf,q peen on staff at Briarwood Presbyterian  “Presbyterians also often baptize adult

amidst old sulphur mines, and where theouisiana Presbytery of the Presbyteriagshych in Birmingham for twenty-five years.believers, sometimes by immersion if the

religious landscape is dominated by Roma@hurch in America (PCA), when Bill Smithwaspjq \was ordained in 1984, serving for onéndividual chooses. ‘I didn't have a problem

Catholicism and Baptistic theology, arreceived as a ministerial member and goar 55 an assistant pastor before becomipgrticipating in believers’ baptism,’ [Mr.]
unusual event is about to take place. An entisdmmission was erected to examine the associate in 1985. Caradine said.”

Baptist congregation in Sulphur, Louisiana, isnen who would become Presbyterian ruling 1ne May 7, 2001, story, written by Greg  With respect to theology, the article

becoming Presbyterian. elders. Garrison, quotes Mr. Caradine as saying, dtates that the only question on Calvinism

Founded in 1972, Fellowship Baptist  Pastor Smith indicated that although h@a5n't [ooking to leave—I love Briarwood, that came up during his exam at First Baptist
Church was at one time a member of this familiar with some of the problems currently |5yeq my job.” The article says, “BeingChurch was with regard to double

Southern Baptist Convention but later becania the PCA, it was still an attractive option fortapped as a candidate by a Baptist churgiredestination. “Did God elect people to

an independent Baptist church. Then, ihimand his church. This is especially becau ; im e ; o ; o ;
November 1994, William R. “Bill” Smith, II, of “the strength of the Presbytery. | obseweﬁjggs,eﬁehlsrgi'd_Ihat really did catch me thhg”di d }ng g gﬁgggﬁrﬁr‘ mg@gﬁgirnza'tg ttf;]%t
became 'gs past(]zr. - I q _dt?]em, for about a year. e ,?\jnd we sa&/vlth The article also states that Pastoarticle, Mr. Caradine said that “his view of

Agraduate of Louisiana College and Midthey’re not going to lie down and letcypadine “said he has committed himself tealvation was compatible with the view

America Baptist Seminary in Memphis, Mr.everything roll by. . . . | saw men of charactef, L. ithi i i i i
Smith had been trained in seminary in thand we wanted to be connected to men Iiewoirnkén?hm;hslln the Southern Baptist way Ofgéﬂ;enﬁ?]?ln the Baptist Faith and Message

doctrines of grace, often referred to as thidat.” He particularly credits the friendship™ " & |¢s” 3 wonderful denomination The story goes on to say: “With
Five Points of Calvinism. As he recalls, withinand close relationship with the Rev. Dr. Jam%%pecially with the new Baptist Faith andlenominational labels removed [Mr.]
a couple of years of his ministry, “IssuesA. Jones, Jr., and the Bethel Presbyterigfassage statement,” [Mr.] Caradine saidCaradine said he believes he offers what
concerning the doctrines of grace came up &hurch, which he pastors. And, Pastor Smithry iy "jine with the Southern Baptist Baptists want: solid, biblical preaching,
our church. | was called on the carpet fostated that he likes the Southern Presbyterigiy nvention theologically.” explaining the meaning of Scripture and the

believing the doctrines of grace. . . . Somebodiavor of the PCA. The article notes the differences irmportance of salvation.”

... put the label ‘Calvinist' on me. . . . The  Dr. Jones, who also serves as the Statgf],rch polity between the PCA and the ~ The article concludes by quoting the
deacons called me in and wanted me to preaClerk of Louisiana Presbytery, said that higothern Baptist Convention, the formenew Pastor of First Baptist Church: “Fm a

through those doctrines. | got tofriend stood a good exam. He did, howevefaying a representative form of governmertonservative evangelical,’ he said. ‘My

‘Unconditional Election’ and there was a blowhave two exceptions to the Presbyteriamduding higher courts; the latter beingapproach is a kingdom approach. | feel

up and a lot of people left. . . . About fiftystandards: he has accepted pa‘?dBOngregationalist. called to build the kingdom of God.”
people left at that time.” communion, and he cannot at this point affirm

During the time of this turmoil, one of thethe doctrine of exclusive psalmody.
deacons of Fellowship Baptist, who worked It has been a difficult spiritual pilgrimage] REMEMBER:

with Kenny Andre, a deacon at Bethefor Bill Smith and his flock. He notes that h¢ ) ] ,
Presbyterian Church in nearby Lake Charlespmes from Baptist stock in Louisiana, anfi Our web site has moved! While the old address still works, we can now be found 4t
Louisiana, wanted to encourage Pastor Smithhey’re not taking it that well” that he’s Www.presbyterlannews.org i
It was arranged for him to speak to a meetingecome a Presbyterian. No one from his
at Bethel Presbyterian. That occasioextended family will be present when th
prompted an ongoing series of bookongregation is formally received int
discussions among the officers of the Baptigtouisiana Presbytery, and his four youn
church in Sulphur and the Presbyterian churathildren (ages 6, 4, 2, and 5 months) al
in Lake Charles, about fifteen miles away. baptized, on May 27, 2001. However, hi
One of the first books studied was Randfather-in-law, who is a Baptist minister in
Booth's Children of the Promise Pastor Miami, Florida, has taken the news in strid
Smith recalls that, at seminary, “No one haéccording to Pastor Smith, he has said, “Wel
adequately explained covenant theology™#'s not like they’re joining a cult or anything.”
but he was soon to become immersed, so to Bill Smith is looking forward to his first
speak, in it. General Assembly, to be held just a few hou
The next volume on the listwas O. Palmeaway in Dallas, Texas. And heis glad that h
Robertson’sChrist of the Covenants his family, and his flock were predestined t
“Robertson’s book was where everythindbecome Presbyterian.
really started pulling together.” Also helping  [In the next issue of the newspaper,
him in his understanding was the lecture serié®pe to feature a photo or two from th
by R. C. Sproul, Jr., in January 1999 at theeception of Covenant Presbyterian Churc
Winter Culture Conference at the Lake Charlesf Sulphur, Louisiana. Pastor Smith may bj
church. contacted at (337)528-2025; email:
It took another two years before both hevrs2@earthlink.net—Ed.]

Established in 1810, the Reformed Presbyterian
Theological Seminary provides a noble heritage,
qualified and gifted professors (all with years of

pastoral experience), faithful Reformed teaching, full
accreditation, a new two-year Master of Theological
Studies in addition to the Master of Divinity degree

program, affordable tuition, a nurturing environment,

and a vision for discipling the nations of the world.

For more information, contact:
Office of Admissions
1-888-646-0038 Reformed Presbyterian Theological Seminary

7418 Penn Ave.
CONO

Pittsburgh, PA 15208-2594
Phone: (412)731-8690
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A Christiaﬁ Boarding
& Day School

=

Www.rpts.edu ‘;T;,
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A Picture of God’s Amazing Grace

[P&R Newss pleased to present inspiringand | did as well. In addition a woman fronthe following Sunday, August 8, 1982, | was  After the baseball season, Manny and our

stories of members of the Presbyterian Churddcross the street (Karen) was my teacher abdptized.
in America.
autobiography of Kim Estrada—an account

pastor at Word of Life, Jerry Heitz, really struck

In this issue, we present thehe could always provide needed transportation. Within Pastor Lewis’ conservative non-up a friendship. He invited Manny to come to his
In high school | enrolled in the four-yeardenominational church, | began learning abotibuse once a week for discipleship. The change

which not only testifies of God's amazing gracehurch study program. It was a very seriouSod's designs for parenting. The pastor gave mas unbelievable. As we grew spiritually, we
but which also offers a glimpse into the not-sderm, and we were graded. | was assigned to réages to help me in my child-rearing of Michaelound our relationship really grew. Our family

pretty world of Mormonism.—Ed.]

the Book of Mormon Ironically the program and | listened to them. At that time Michael andrew again as God blessed us with our third child,

was entitled, “Seminary”. Working hard in thel were living with my parents (both loving a beautiful daughter, Kalie. Being introduced to
| stood there looking in the mirror actuallyprogram, | was “an A student”. However, | toolgrandparents, yet unbelievers) and new strugglBeformational Theology, we thus had our three
crying, “Oh no, not again. Not another pimple!'hote that when a student responded to questi@rese as they did not understand this “disciplirehildren baptized. Later, | began teaching Sunday

My mother simply replied, “Well, Kimmy, you or raised their own, our teacher quicklything”.
are never going to be beautiful.” 1 felt horribleesponded, “No, that is wrong, this is what that
about myself. To make things worse, | did naheans.” No
have a sense of respecting myself, nor keepidgscussion—the matte|
myself pure as God desired, and so, there | was\as settled.
16 dating a young guy, suddenly finding myself ~ Subsequently, upor
pregnant, and now having to become a higbeing interviewed for
school drop-out after completing only myapplication to be baptizec
sophomore year of high school. for the dead (the Mormor
Born in Salt Lake City, Utah, Januarychurch promotes ¢
18, 1964, | was quickly exposed to théaptism for those whc
Mormon culture of Granger (now “Westhave already departed),
Valley”), Utah. Actually, | did not really wasinfora surprise. The
have much interaction with the Mormonbishop conducting the
church through my parents. Many towninterview began askinc
folk attended church; it was the commome very inappropriate
denominator as folks were expected to dquestions (sexuall
the sociable thing and attend the Church etlated). Itwas determine
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints (oftemy Sunday attendanc
referred to as the LDS Church). | vividlywas not quite goods
recall being in the Primary class orenough to meet the
Wednesday or Thursday afternoon ancequirements, so lwas nd
subsequently being baptized into th@ermitted to be baptized
Mormon church. | was eight years old, anébr the dead. This turne
| was now publicly accepted into theme off to the Mormon
church. Church, as | was awaré
They sure aimed to teach us well. that some of the girls
was taught to memorize the presenteadmitted tothe ceremony,

Kim Estrada

Bible School, and found teaching children’s

Another difficult encounter was the Sunday Bible School contributed wonderfully

environment at my new to my continued growth.

church. There were Manny accepted a position with the
married women, older Baltimore Orioles in late '91 which required a move
women, single women, to Brandon, Florida. While looking for houses
but no other single teenin the area we searched the phonebook for PCA
moms. Only the pastor churches. We took a drive and found
went out of his way to Westminster Presbyterian Church (WPC). We
show | was wanted in his drove onto the property and they were having a
church. 1don'tknowwhy meeting of some of the men. We met and talked
others did not. Maybe with one of them, Bill Belcher, and we have been

I they were simply afraid; here ever since.

maybe they were thinking, While here in Brandon, | was approached
“That girl must be bad regarding an open spot in Sunday Bible School,
news”, or “l really don't and was asked if | might teach the 3-5 grade
want my children class. Youhave to getinto the Word, and children
associating with her.” ask questions, seeing things from their
With no one else being in perspective. Sometimes we pass over things
the same life-situation, that really make a big impact. In this last year |
there were times | felt so have begun teaching the senior high class and it
out of place. is many of the same children | taught when they
Manny proposed were in grades 3-5.

tomarry mein July, 1983. | When | look back, | can't believe the things
had gone to Las VegasGod has permitted me to do in service for His
where his team was Kingdom. To increase my learning, | have
playing a series of games.attended three Ligonier conferences; though |
However, Manny argued still haven't read all the books. | always enjoy

material, and it was made clear that theiwvere actually not (shall we say) proper in some call with the umpire and was ejected from thiae teaching of R. C. Sproul and really enjoy
program had a level of expectation for uareas of their behavior. |1did a 180! | got awagame. Itwas later that very evening he proposdtbaring tapes of John Gerstner. | recall here at
children. We were to work at it; and wefrom the church completely. He received a three game suspension, resultM¢PC, an adult study in the life of Joseph. Going
would be rewarded as well. Thus, | proudly  Within a year, | looked in the mirror andin his having to sit in the stands the next threarough Genesis was a lot of work, but | learned
received my CTR ring. | can still see thafound myselfa 17 year old, mother of a little bogames played in Salt Lake City. While in thdnow God worked through the sins of the people,
ring. My CTR ring was designed with a(born November 5, 1980) and divorced. | recaditands, he struck up a conversation with a scautd God made good of evil.
shield, the small letters CTR and the coldnaving approached my auntinforming her of m{Gary Hughes) from New York, who later became | wish | were a prayer warrior. | have seen
green provided the background. Thidbeing pregnant. She laid out before me ntie Scouting Director for the Montreal Expos. the power of prayer, and | try to impress upon my
reminded me that when a woman of theptions (including abortion). Thatwas neveran Manny and | married in September 198Family how important prayer is, and not to simply
Mormon church was to be buried, she wouldption for me; | never considered it. Lookingand baseball moved usto Arizona. God directeilve it lip-service.
be in her white garment, being partiallyback, | remember the rate of teen pregnancyiny paths to cross with Melodie Floyd whose |recall one time, at a church gathering, one
covered by her apron—nher green apron. Thie church was higher than one would normallgusband, Bobby Floyd, worked for the samef my children was “acting up” and | turned to
men as well were to be buried in their sashhink. Reminds me of the saying | heard in thosganization as Manny. She invited me to churaine of our senior women and asked, “Does it
which was also green. | had memorized thdays, “The bishop’s daughter is always theervices and Wednesday morning Bible Studgver end?” She smiled and said quietly, ‘Oh, yes,
necessary material; it was a big deal. | waseasiest”. In the early summer our little family moved towhen they move out.” Seriously, 1 think the senior
delighted eight-year old. | had my ring. To support my son, | worked full-time, Montana for the rookie league season as Mannpmen, here at WPC, have had an impact on me.
Mom was raised in the Mormon churchearning $4.80/hour, and lived in an assisted livingas the manager for the Butte Copper Kingsam thankful God allowed me to be taught by
but as an adult, had married a man who hadagility (government subsidized apartment). My.ate in August, our son Justin was born. them.
Methodist background. It would become mor&ormer” avoided paying child support by We moved to Washington, only to have  “Well, Kimmy, you are never going to be
and more obvious to me, neither Mom nor Dartfusing to keep a steady job. Life was tougtme Mariners inform Manny he was needed ibeautiful.” But who would have imagined that
was going to be extremely committed to thand it crushed me to put my child in full time dayColumbia, South Carolina, for winter ball. 1was irsome 20 years later, | would now have a BA from
Mormon church. care. the state of Washington with two small boysSouth Florida University, and an MBA and a JD
Itwas now time for me to move forwardand  An auntand uncle invited me to their homeand away from my friends who had helped me foom Barry University. God has blessed me so
be baptized into the church. Mom allowed thignd introduced me to the coach of the AAA Satjrow in the Lord. | recall visiting a church, andmuch with Manny and our three children. |
and my uncle, who had been sealed in the temjblake Gulls. | learned he had played shortstdpey were having a time of corporate prayesgttempt to instillin my kids the truth of Philippians
when he was married, actually was the one #nd second base for the Chicago White Sox asdddenly a woman jumped up and begahl3, “l can do all things through Christ who
baptize me. Mom was happy for me, but vergeattle Mariners. We dated during the summspeaking in tongues. When she had finishestrengthens me.” Ifitis truly God's will that you
offended. You see, Dad did not want to havef 1982. He talked to me of his faith and gave mghe began to interpret what she had earlido something, He will accomplish it—I am proof
any part of the Mormon church, so he did na Bible and asked me to read the gospel of Jolspoken in tongues. But God brought méle will open those doors. My husband always
attend my baptism. The following Sunday washile he was on the road. Upon his return argliidance; my sister-in-law, Anna, became says, “Who would have thought this little girl
the day for my confirmation into the Mormoninquiry, | simply responded, “I don't need this. Ispiritual mother. | called her and she would oftefMormon) from Salt Lake City, would be where
church. Dad did relent and attend, and you knoalready heard stories like these in the Mormasay, “Put on the coffee, I'll be right over.” Weshe is now?” Who would have thought | would
| think that was the only time my entire family haghurch, and | also read stories like it inBaok would open the Bible and she would teach m@ave such a blessed life?
attended church together. Looking back, | have Mormon” and guide me in my walk.
to thank God that my father stood up and was Jerry Lewis (not the comedian) was the  Manny was released, and by God's grace, Manny, Kim, Justin and Kalie continue to
critical of the Mormon church. pastor for awonderful program known as Baseb&llary Hughes, the scout with whom Manny talkeckside in Brandon, Florida, and worship with
In Sandy, Utah, during my junior high yearsChapel in the Salt Lake City area. My newhduring his three game suspension, called, offeritige congregation of Westminister Presbyterian
| regularly attended the church programs aretquainted friend/baseball player (Mannyanny a job in Mesa, Arizona, to work in theChurch (PCA). Their son, Mike, is serving in
services, although my family did not. You sed:strada) invited me to go to their nonMontreal Expos organization. God had allowethe United States Air Force. Associate Pastor
the Mormon church has a great networkingenominational church and Bible study. Th&lanny to bump the umpire a few years earlier, twsan Lambert transcribed the account found
system. The neighborhood is guided by ehurch was studying Revelation and the pastgive Manny the job in Mesa, and God placed wahove.
Bishop, and all the children in the neighborhooalas so kind to me. Upon visiting the pastor im the church he desired for us. If you have a first-person account you
are encouraged to attend (the bishop even livas office one day, | shared my struggles and That church was a PCA congregation callediould like to share with us, please contact us
in the neighborhood). All in our neighborhoodjuestions. Breaking down in tears, Word of Life. (It has since merged with Hopeat: Presbyterian &Reformed Ney#0 Box 60,
were assigned the same time to attend the weeligknowledged that | was depending on this nefRresbyterian Church, Gilbert, Arizona; the neW€oeburn, Virginia 24230; 540-395-7467; email:
teen gathering on Tuesday evenings from 7y and was learning of Christas well. Thatveryongregation is now called Emmanuepins@journalist.com.
PM. Allmy friends in the neighborhood attendedjay | prayed in his office to receive Christ, an&resbyterian.)
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An Old Warrior Carries on the Fight in France

The old streets of the ancient town still  Gene’s ministry was shared by his belovednd over 80 percent of all graduates are in sorpears of age, he looks like he's in his fifties,
resonate with the sounds of traffic and commeragife, Charlotte. Accustomed to a comfortabléind of full-time Christian work. and he has the idealistic heart and energy
But now, in the twenty-first century, the trafficlifestyle, she graciously adjusted to the of a thirty-year old.
consists of motorcycles and Citroens; and thadeprivation and poverty, as she provided a home: However, he cannot fulfill his dreams
commerce includes not only food markets, bdibr Eugene and their two young daughters, Carole without adequate resources. And he is in
computer stores and internet services. and Elizabeth. Eugene Boyer’s passion has been fatesperate need of funding for office space

And amidst the hustle and bustle and the In 1955, Gene’s brother, Gerald, arhe revitalization of the Reformed Church irand for a church/resource building, in order
mix of old and new in southern France, one olaccomplished musician, arrived in France towolkrance. That passion manifest itself ndb have a base of operations from which to
warrior continues on his mission. Itis areligiousvith Gene. Their musical ministry becamenly in his work with the Seminary at Aix, minister.
mission. But unlike the Crusaders of the Middltegendary, as Gerald on the piano or organ woutdit also in his care for numerous churches. But it was just as he was hoping to
Ages, he goes about on his crusade not witlirect the choir while Gene played the trumpet  Presently, he ministers with a flock inaccomplish yet more for the kingdom in
and led congregational Lafitte-sur-Lot, in the Cevennes mountainskrance, that news came from his mission
singing. The brotherswould As the full name of the town indicatesagency, the PCA's Mission to the World
often sing duets—Gerald theL afitte is located on the
tenor and Gene the Lot, ariver which cuts itsg
baritone—to packedtentsorway through deep,}
meeting halls. They becamevalleys as it meanders
well-known as they hosted toward the wine-growing
some of the '

not only in France, but in a big vision. It recentlyf
Belgium, Switzerland, sent Eugene to Turkey a
Quebec, the Antilles, part of its investigating
Guyana, the Belgian Congothe possibility of having
(now Zaire), and North its own outreach to thal
Africa. And Eugene’s Muslim nation. There
Francophone ministry was are many young peopls
heard on TV and radio in with Islamic
F twenty countries. backgrounds in Franc{

. i He returned to Pennsylvaniawho are turning to
Always at work and ever the scholar, the evangelist can now bén 1964, to pastor athousand-Christ, and this little
called Doctor Boyer: Westminster Theological Seminary  member congregation whichflock in southern Francé . -

awarded him an honorary doctorate in 2000. his late fathe? hgd pastoredwants to assist these One of the satellite churches where Eugene Boyer ministers
But Eugene’s heart was stillyoung people to take the gospel with thertMTW), that the administrative costs

swords loud clashing, but with deeds of loven France. In 1968, he returned to that nation.as they return home.

and mercy, as he seeks to bring the heavenly The next year, pastors of the Evangelical

kingdom to the homeland of his ancestors. Reformed Church of France—a more
For more than half a century, Eugene Boyeonservative group than the “mainline” French

assessed by MTW in Atlanta now amount
to $1055 a month. Out of a total salary and
ministry budget of about $50,000, twenty-
five percent was going to the Atlanta

has been preaching the gospel in France. Reformed Church—asked himto save theirold Eugene Boyer’s widespread ministry idoureaucracy.

transplant from Pennsylvania, Gene is now mo@eminary at Aix-en-Provence, near Marseillavell-known throughout France, especially

Eugene’s already-meager salary was

comfortable in the land of his forebears than heThat venerable school, which had fallen undemmong the religious (and anti-religioushparely enabling him to make ends meet—

in his native America.

ltwas 1949. Just four years after the end of =%
World War Il, the young man found himself in_ % =
France. In those early days of the Cold War,. =
before the Iron Curtain descended, he was headed
for Czechoslovakia. But while on his way to
Prague, he passed through Paris. And in a railroad
dining car, a mysterious French businessman
challenged him, in perfect English, with these -

-

v

leaders. Nuns, Jesuit priests, and atheistspecially as his dear wife has been
all come to him, believing him to be someon@stitutionalized for Alzheimer’s disease for
they can trust. about a decade. The fact that $12,660 a
Perhaps his most unique ministry ig/ear is being taken out of his income is a
among gypsies. Years ago, he would visdevastating blow. The reason which
gypsy camps, and entertain them arounéitlanta has given for the withholding is that
the campfire by playing a trumpet and amissionaries are now charged a flat fee ($700
accordion—simultaneously. But he wouldber month for single missionaries, $1025 for
also preach the gospel. The seeds that wa@uples) rather than a percentage of their
planted continue to bear fruit, as caravariacome, for administrative costs.
of gypsies still call upon him to preach to  Relatives of his, including his daughter
budding churches that have sprung up i@arole and cousins Karen and Gerry

3 Fr-l‘il

words: “Sir, there is much work foryoutodoin their midst.
France.” -

Gene never knew that fellow-traveler's name,
and he never saw him again. He often thought
about this providential meeting, and wondered if
the Macedonian-type call was the result of an
angel having been sent (cf. Hebrews 13:2).

But whoever he was, Gene was sure that
God had sent that Frenchman to call him t6°
minister in France. For the next six months, Gene
worked with the French team of the Youth for
Christ organization, then headed by a young
evangelist by the name of Billy Graham.

It was hard and challenging work. Pari ciE g
and there was much suffering in post-war Europg pc A minister who assists Eugene Boyer.
Eugene shared in that suffering—he wept with
those who wept, and he slept with thoskberal influences, had practically ceased a
homeless who slept in the cavernous Le Gare Eheological activities. With the Lord's blessing
Nord—the North Railway Station in Paris. Hethe board of directors was reorganized, the libel
eventually found shelter in a hotel of dubiouslement was diminished, and a sound facul
sanitary condition, as he lived on $45 dollars&as secured.
month. Among the distinguished faculty member:

That ministry in and around the Frenctwere Paul Wells and Peter Jones. Itwas Dr. Jol
capital was followed by work in southern Francdather-in-law, Dr. Edmund P. Clowney, the
in the Cevennes area. This rugged region wBsesident of Westminster Theological Semina
where the persecuted Huguenots made onevafio had met Gene Boyer in the late 1960s. T
their last desperate stands; and, even long aftelnance” meeting propelled Dr. Clowney into
the revocation of the Edict of Nantes in 1685, tHeunding the Huguenot Fellowship, dedicated
area remained a Protestant stronghold. Duritgrekindling the fires of Reformation in Calvin's
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Children wait for the start of
Sunday School.

Docksteader, have helped to found First
Fruits, Inc., to assist the beloved evangelist
in getting the funding he needs. Gerry, a
business executive for a major corporation,
recently flew to France in order to
understand the ministry and to formulate a
business plan.

According to Gerry, Gene lives in
deplorable conditions. His apartment is
Spartan-like. And in the itinerant aspect of
his ministry, he speeds along the highway
in an ancient Citroen which, Gerry says,
appears unsafe.

But like his Huguenot ancestors, the
old warrior soldiers on. He has given fifty
years of his life to carry the gospel to France.
His vision, like that of the prophet Isaiah, is
that the knowledge of the glory of the Lord
would cover this part of the earth as the
water covers the sea.

Battling the culture, overcoming
fatigue, dealing with personal grief, and
trying to understand bureaucratic ways, he
remains one of the great lights of the
Protestant faith in the French-speaking
world.

For those who wish to support Eugene

the Second World War, many of these Frenghative land. Through the years, Eugene Boyer haBoyer’s ministry, you may contact First
Protestants risked their lives to hide and protect Three decades after the quiet revolution abntinued to be a faithful servant of JesuBruits, Inc., 6009 Hansen Circle, Frederick,
Jews from the Nazis. Aix, more than 200 former students are pasto@hrist. Though approaching seventy-fivaMaryland 21702. (800)456-0992
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Editorials and Letters

the SJC ruled that the Presbytery erred Bupposed to guarantee a body of fixed lawhe full SJC changed at least one of those

The SJC Report not allowing the complainants said rightBut instead, it has only helped to foster &acts,” viz., with regard to whether

and returned the case to Southern Florigaolitical-type atmosphere, where who yoennessee Valley Preshytery (TVP)

Every year, it seems, we are having tbwith instructions for a new hearingknow may be more important than whetheappointed an investigative committee at the
take umbrage with respect to the Standingssuring the complainants the opportunityour cause is just. spring 1999 meeting of the Presbytery.
Judicial Commission (SJC) report. We reallpf presenting their case before Presbytery We also disagree with another case With regard to this discrepancy, there
don’t want to have to do this. However, wer its Commission”"125GA p. 65). being reported to this year’'s Assemblyare, it seems to us, three possibilities and
feel duty-bound to point out certain Please note at this point two thingsErwin Morrison et al. vs. Philadelphiaonly three. Either (1) the SJC Officers
inconsistencies. First, it is patently false to say that theréresbytery. In this case, the SJC agree@dvented the statement that TVP had

Consider, for example, the SJC decisiowas no judicial precedent for the view thatvith Philadelphia Presbytery was correct imppointed an investigative committee in
in Black vs. Eastern Carolina, which is being complainant has the right to be heardaving a local session record a memoriagpring 1999; or (2) an official of TVP made it
reported to this year's General Assemblbefore the court of original jurisdiction.even though the memorial was directed tap; or (3) the SJC Officers received
Apart from the actual judgment, which agairBecondly, please note that sending thhe Presbytery in an effort to have the highénformation from an unofficial source.
enforces the notion that the Confessionahatter back to Southern Florida orcourt exercise appropriate review and If (1) is correct, then the SJC Officers,
and Catechetical phrase, “in the space gfocedural grounds is also contradicted byontrol. This action, which is nowinthe most high profile judicial matter in the
six days,” has virtually no meaning, wewhat the SJC has just ruled in the Black ve.ccompanied by the approval of the SJQiistory of the denomination, were
would note a couple of curiosities in theEastern Carolina case! virtually enervates the whole notion ofextraordinarily sloppy, at best. (And if
reasoning. With regard to this second point, ausing the route of memorialization laid outhey’re sloppy when everyone’s watching,

The Commission declared: “There is ndeast three more things need to be said. OireBook of Church Orde€hapter 40. For it what are they doing with regard to the other
Constitutional requirement or any judicialis that the SJC, by its ruling, is invitingmandates that only the court whose actiomeatters?) If (2) is correct, then why wasn’t
precedent requiring the original court tditigation; for if it is necessary to issue aare alleged to have been grosslthe TVP official taken to task? Andif (3)is
have the complainant present when hiseparate complaint for proceduralinconstitutional, would ever have to seeorrect, then the SJC Officers apparently
complaint is considered.” And, the SJC alsoregularities, then what we will see in thehe memorial. violated their oath of office, in that they
decreed: “If the Complainant believed thduture is complaint piled upon complaint A third case upon which we would likeimproperly received and acted upon
Presbytery had erred in procedure bpiled upon complaint. Historically in to comment is Philip J. Adams vs. Northeashformation not officially before them and
considering his complaint without himPresbyterianism, a complainant was alwayRresbytery. First, we would agree with thesed it in order to decide the matter.
present, he needed to complain to thalowed to “add” allegations of proceduralSJC in ruling the case “out of order because The fact that these sorts of troubling
Presbytery against that alleged procedurategularities to the original complaint, soit is a complaint about a matter that is thanderlying issues have never been dealt
error. . . . That complaint would have beethat the entire matter could be disposed slbject of an appeal in another caBBEQ  with forthrightly has engendered suspicion
fundamentally different than the complainat the same time. But now—at least unt43-1).” But the second ground given for itsn many quarters of the PCA that the SJC
considered by Presbytery . . .. The SJtbe SJC changes its mind yet again—we cdoeing found out of order—viz., “becausalid not handle the John Wood matter
cannot consider any such proceduralontemplate an increased case load for tfiee complainant requests the relief that amppropriately. It is therefore understandable
complaint because it was not first filed withSJC. accused be retried on matters he has bettrat when further reports surfaced of other
the lower courtBCO43-2). (Sedachman The second observation with regard tacquitted of by his presbhytery”—goesalleged improprieties, Western Carolina
vs. PhiladelphiaCase 94-5, M23GA and this second point is that the Lachman ancbmpletely contrary to precedent and to theould want to investigate the reports.
Watterson vs. PCAM13GA).” Watterson cases to which reference is madRCA Constitution. BCO 40 provides that Western Carolina’'s committee

First of all, we wish to commend thehave noapparent relation to the contentioreview and control may not be used t@appointed to investigate the recent reports
SJC in correctly noting that there is indeethat procedural irregularities must beoverturn a judgment in a judicial case, andias satisfied that nothing was done
no Constitutional requirement that thehandled only by separate complaint. that said judgments may be overturned ongmiss—a judgment affirmed by the
complainant be physically present whenthe And the third observation with regardby means of appeal or complaint. If on€resbytery itself. And, absent any credible
court of original jurisdiction considers ato this second point is that what the SJ@ere to follow the SJC ruling in this case t@vidence to the contrary, we have no reason
complaint. has done is to create great uncertainty asits logical conclusion, it would mean thato question their findings.

The problem, however, is when the SJ@he law of the church. This, of course, playthere would never be a way for a lower court  But that still doesn’t answer the other
goes on to say that there is no “judiciainto the hands of those who believe in powerhich engaged in a whitewashing ofssues which, over a period of more than a
precedent requiring the original court taeligion. For by making the rules arbitrarycharges against someone, to have thgéar, created an atmosphere of suspicion.
have the complainant present when hisather than fixed, one can never know whahjustice redressed. So, while we would very much like to
complaint is considered.” Just four yearghe rules are or will be. The creation of a  These three cases come in a context, agpport the call for peace, we are reminded
ago, in Jupiter Session vs. Southern Floridpermanent judicial commission wasdemonstrated by overtures from Calvaryhat peace can only be built upon unity;
and Ascension Preshyteries, of somand that a genuine unity comes only through

PRESBYTERIAN AND REFORMED NEWS dubious dealings by the SJC with regard tpurity.
OWNERSHIP: Presbyterian International News Service, which publiesbyterian and Reformpd the John Wood matter. What is important  If we can get our questions answered
News,s a non-profit 501(c)3 corporation. to note is that the John Wood matter merelgpenly, honestly, and satisfactorily, then we

PURPOSE: The purpose of Presbyterian International News Service is to advance fellowship, jpietis @tiillustration (albeit the most visible andvould be glad to join Western Carolina in

orthodoxy, especially among the constituency of the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA), thjough@fable one) of the conduct of the SJC inigs desire that the matter finally be laid to
dissemination of news about and of interest to the PCA and through the publication of articles an edl‘%%\\//a”ety of cases. rest. Frank J. Smith

- e - . . e believe that the honorable men
which promote historic Presbyterian doctrine and practice. gt

o X o o Lo , . ve on the SJC. And we don't like to have

POLICY: Signed articles and editorials are the responsibility of each individual author. Unsigned arficle F]He :

o X . P A ) SN int out these problems with the L tt
editorials are written by the Editor. However, the Editor-in-Chief is responsible for whatever is writtgn u mission report. But we are compelled e erS
the auspices of the editorial staff and published in the newspaper or posted on the PINS welsits ¥ 5o in order tﬁat the denomination aBear Editor

documents signed and authenticated by the appropriate clerks should be regarded as having oficiagsigiisie may, hopefully, come eventually to It seems that the first mistake Covenant

The names and addresses of the presbytery stated clerks are provided as a courtesy, and do rfot imapig#igtation that the system is still brokerSeminary made was referring to their Chapel
the clerk listed is responsible for the material. Correspondence (whether by letter, fax, or e-mail) pentnthelesperately needs fixin'. services as “worship services.” Would they
Editor dealing with a topic previously discussed in this publication will be considered a “Letter to th§ Editor” —Frank J. Smith allow the Lord’s Supper to be shared during
unlessiitis clearly marked “Not for publication.” Letters to the Editor should ordinarily be 250 words or less, Chapel? Would they allow a Baptism to be
and may be edited for space considerations. . performed? If not, then there should be no
SUBSCRIPTION POLICYPresbyterian and Reformed New/published bi-monthly, and is sent, frep of We’d L| ke to shame in allowing a woman to instruct the
charge, to every PCA clerk of session and to every PCA teaching elder not serving in an orgarfized PCA student body in her field of expertise (and
congregation. The subscription rate is $15.00 (six issues), or $2.75 per issue. Sponsoring ch];ches may Su pport It for lCerstlans of both gdenderﬁ th’:S ma%
request additional cqpies at no extra charge, mailed ir_1 bulk to one address. Bulk subscriptions a ava”a%estern Carolina Presbytery, one of thglccrigtu?e)s. o rrlg’?egizgn?gha%gﬁ, Ir(:e?eg)s% '?he
as follows: 5-10 copies, $12.00 each; 11 or more copies, $10.50 each. » presbyteries which petitioned thetapes and admit only to erring in referring
ADVERTISING POLICY AND RATES:Presbyterian and Reformed Newi# accept advertising thjt Assembly in the John Wood matter, hat the Chapel service as a worship service.

conforms to its stated purpose; it reserves the right to reject any advertising that is antithetical jo histtnunicated to the Assembly a call foHaving Dr. Langberg teach your students
Presbyterian orthodoxy or practice. Rates: Classified ads—for each letter or space, $0.10 (avelagey@®4ee. We are fairly certain that as not wrong. Having Dr. Langberg use
line), minimum of $10.00; 20% discount for multi-issue placement. Other ads—full page, $50Q00;swlfstantial majority of the denominatiorScripture in her presentation is not wrong.
page, $250.00; quarter page, $150.00; eighth page, $80.00; discounts available for advertisingjn nwitipled applaud that call for peace, andhis was not a worship service, despite the
issues. wholeheartedly support it. wording in the catalogue.

SPONSORS: Churches are invited to assist this ministry by becoming a sponsoring congregation. [ponsoritje, too, would like to do the same. It ~ Making this mole hill into a mountain
churches are listed in each issue, along with their address and times of services. Other bodies anfl ind@&uigME! pleasant to mount an opposition tof controversy is another matter. If Mrs.

(such as preshyteries and seminaries) are welcome also to co-sponsor this publication, with such ffofigigpowers that be”; and, quite frankly, weLangberg is so willing to talk to the press,
would like to see the whole controversyhy didn't P&R Newsask her what she

T:?gﬁrktJShgsqlirt?\' i?]'togméigg i ing B;;;nggs RIS placed behind us. o said? I'm sure that she had some notes that

y P ' i But we're still not satisfied that the full she could have given to the newspaper to

Penelope Ann Abraham-Smith, Assistant Editor Coebumn, Virginia 24230 truth has been told in the whole matter. help clear up the “scandal” that she caused
Adrian Abraham, Webmaster and Layout Manager _ 540-395-PINS (7467) Particularly, we are still troubled by theby speaking in Chapel. Vice-President
Financial Office E-mail: PINS@JOURNALIST.COM fact that in November 1999, the SJC OfficergVicker should admit that when confronted
\ P. O. Box 60, Coeburn, Virginia 24230 Web Site: vvww.presbyteriannews.org/ set forth a “Statement of Facts,” and thawith a potentially volatile situation he made
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several errors of judgment thathas brought hope to many an ex-Pharisee. OPC Pastor Addresses

unfortutnlatelx eS'\Sla'aéed the situatign to itAre we so wrong to say that saving faith is ) .
current level. Mr. Roozes op-ed piece, | | resting upon Christ alone . . . for
(which, foltl)(?glving anf “impartiiil” news story _sanctificatio% . p by virtue of the covenant G ree nVI I Ie Sem I nary G rad UateS
seems a bit unprofessional) unnecessar "o 's line. “Justificati . . . .
e ) 4t grace”? Rushdoony'sline, “Justification At Greenville Presbyterian Theologicalgraduate is pursuing a higher theological

escalated the situation even further by py grace through faith, sanctification i aree.

comparing his plight to those of thepy the law,” sounds more dangerous. Stip€minary’s Commencement exercises : : ,
African-American community during thel():/an allow for the help ex—antin%mians havaiay 18, Dr. Robert Cameron, pastor of Dr. JOSGF}? P{pa, pretsrl]dent ofG_reenvn_Iée
civil r|ghts strugg|e_ Let's tone down thefOUnd in theonomy. Can you reCiprocat ount Carmel Orthodox PreSbyterlarSemlnary: reriecting on tne occasion, said,

rhetoric, shall we? : e hurch (OPC) in Somerset, New Jersey, ariéraduation means many different things
We need to be consistent in ou@{,‘ﬁstrﬂﬁﬁ?yo“r Sonship critiquesgpTs i stee, addressed the assembly. Hemodern culture, but for a seminary

understandina of the blace of women in the preached on the text 1 Timothy 4:16, “Tak€ommitted to proclaiming the sovereignty
church, espgcia”y Eince this is such a Eﬁi%?g%"%evnb heed to yourself . . . ,” encouraging th&f Jesus Christ over all things, the things to
controversial topic in our fellowships. If  Newport News, Virginia graduates to look on this occasion as thehich we are committed are diametrically

we would allow an unordained man to speak beginning of a life of study and self-opposed to that culture. The spirit of modern

in a seminary chapel setting and USEErank J. Smith responds: Mr. Sha iroexarp'nat'on.'. _ _ o culture has captured the Church aswc,-:;II.SO
Scripture in ﬁ,is prgsentation? then Wéﬁvzanted me, as the omE:‘J who wrote the ar;tic The ministry is a life of study,” said our men are graduating to fight a war.
should also extend the same freedom togh the Conference on Sanctification,t¢’): Gameron. “God's people are not

woman. This was not a church service an@spond to Mr. Nevilles letter. First of all, S2nctified on junk food.” He also warned

thus the same rules should not apply hefet me say that | have no particular animu§19 nine graduating men and the 250 people

as they would during a called service of thagainst Sonship, and | certainly have ngatheredin the Greenville Seminary Chapél
church. A little common sense will go aparticular animus against people™© take heed not to fall into gross or secre

long way toward resolving the tensions thaissociated with that movement. | woul@nS: Quoting a study @hristianity Today, .
thrgatenyto divide our den%mination. Alittlethink that the favorable review | wrote of2!- C@meron pointed to the rise in internet- -
common courtesy should go a long wagohn Miller's book, which appeared in the?@Sed pornography and its grip on ministefs

toward resolving this relatively minor November-December 2000 issue of thid the evangelical church. “Don’t think that

misunderstanding. A better definition ofnewspaper, would help to underscore that®! have achieved victory in your -

what constitutes a worship service wouldact. Moreover, | myself appreciate thesanctification. You haven't. You have only
be an important step forward in solving thiemphasis upon grace which igafived at the point where the battle is

present difficulty. characteristic of Sonship. That is not tg"tensifying,” said Dr. Cameron.
Sincerely, say that | would necessarily agree with. _ThiS was the 11 Commencement at
Eric Landry everything that Sonship has taught: foo eenville Seminary. Of the nine graduates, =
Escondido, California example, | believe that there may indeelf! €€ are entering ministry in the
_ be an anti-nomian streak in at least somg, €SPyterian Church in America (PCA)
Dear Mr. Shapiro, of its teaching. But | have certainly no ugh Acton will be pursuing ordination afte

| was impressed with your efficient spinpeen on a crusade against SonshiffoMPleting an internship at Center Poi
wielded against “Sonship” in your March/Secondly, | believe that we accuratelyurch in Moore, South Carolina; Stephe
April article, “Hundreds Attend Conferencereported what transpired at the conferenc ufresne is currently pursuing licensure an
on Sanctification.” You made a strawmarbr, Pipa did launch what was viewed b orking with Providence church in
from Dr. Williams’ presentation, flogged himeveryone with whom | spoke as sopartanburg, South Carolina; Josh Marti
with [Dr.] Pipa’s critique, turned [Dr.] devastating critique; and Dr. Williams did, "!ll b€ working as the PCAs Reformed
Williams' response into a confession, angh the estimation of everyone with whom Pniversity Fellowship campus minister tg
th?ln fifnished hiTh"OH'the'Stgge" Wiﬁh aspoke, make major concessions. The artic ?slts?ssisggiteFoCu?IIgfgtehelr;grzg:dlﬁgfelgnadr
volley from moral high ground. You havejs not an example of a “strawman”. It is . P .
to fight for truth with zeal. You can be butsimply a straigﬁtforward reporting of the €Ntering the ministry in the OPC, one
SO courteous to those in error. facts. Third, it is newsworthy when the magraduate is continuing his ministry as a Dr. Robert Cameron
But here you have engaged a fight thathosen by the movement to be it uling Elder in the Associate Reformed
will hurt the church rather than purify herspokesman at a major conference mak desbyterian Church (ARP), and one
Spend your spin on issues that realljhese admissions of theologica
compromise truth—like creation andweaknesses in the program. Moreover,

qualifications of preachers. Christians-inis precisely through this iron sharpening I-}S.l".l'h | '1";-"1 ‘-]l (__"j [f |J‘ Hiﬂd S L—
the-pew want to believe the Bible, and wef iron that we in the Reformed faith will
will be better for that fight. But destructingcome to a better understanding of th Vorumes [ AnD 11

“Sonship” goes to the gospel of grace thaioctrines and practice of grade.

First Presbyterian Church of Rowlett, Texas, is pleased to announce th
Dr. Frank J. Smith will be preaching at the Lord’s Day morning worship
service on June 17, 2001. The congregation meets at 8210 Schra
Road, Rowlett. From downtown Dallas, proceed east on I-30 to exit 6
(Dalrock Road); proceed north one and a half miles to Schrade Rpaf;
turn left; the church building is immediately on the left. Those wishing tg
partake of communion should plan on meeting with the elders fiftg¢el
minutes prior to the 10:30 AM service. Visitors are invited to lungh,
which is followed by an afternoon service at 2:00 PM. You may confad
the Rev. Dr. Richard Bacon, Pastor, at (972)475-5414.
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1?\/Ieadow Creek’s Three
Complaints Are Denied

Moderator Warns That Charges
Will Be Filed Against Former Pastor

Abindgon, Virginia (May 15, 2001)— and spread Mr. Ball’'s written statement o
At a recessed stated meeting this eveninthe record as an adequate response.
Westminster Presbytery denied three The second complaint was against t
complaints which had been brought by thaction of the Shepherding Commissio
Session of Meadow Creek Presbyteriawhich had been appointed at the Februa
Church (MCPC), Greeneville, Tennesse&0, 2001, called meeting of Presbytery. Th
And in a dramatic moment at the beginnin€ommission had moved to suspend t
of this evening’s session, the Moderator dfrials of various individuals who had bee
the Presbytery, the Rev. Bill Leuzingercharged by the Session, based on t
warned Meadow Creek’s former pastor, th€ommission’s understanding that th
Rev. Jim Thornton, that he would beSession had agreed that there would be
bringing judicial charges against him. further investigations while the Commissio
The three complaints all revolvedwas investigating the turmoil at the churc
around the intervention of the Presbytery The Rev. Richard Hicks, Chairman o
into the turmoil at the Meadow Creekthe Commission, presented the perspecti
Church. Serving as counsel for thefthe Commission, answering the complai
complainants was the Rev. John Irwinpoint by point. The Presbytery denied th
Pastor of Arcadia Preshyterian Churchgomplaint, and spread Mr. Hicks’ written
Kingsport, Tennessee. The Rev. Jimtatement on the record as an adequ
Thornton, who was Pastor at MCPC whenesponse.
the complaints were lodged, also spoke. The third complaint focused on th
The first complaint alleged that thesetting aside of the judgments in the trial
Presbytery had “failed to ‘condemnconducted by the Session in early Marc
erroneous opinions which injure the purityThe Presbytery, at a called meeting o
or peace of the church’ as BCO 13-9(f) say8darch 15, 2001, voted to set aside tho
The Session of MCPC pointed out to thgudgments, on the basis that the Sessi
Presbytery that a Diotrophes, in the churchad illegally proceeded after the Februa
had spread the opinion that a Sessia?D, 2001, meeting of Presbytery with thos
couldn’t cite people to appear before th@udicial matters. Again, the Presbyter
Session without charging them. Hevoted to deny this complaint.
furthermore said that his counsel had This court activity came in a context i
informed him of this, and that his counselhich the Presbytery Moderator stated th
was Perry Mason.” as he had mulled over the possible threat
The first complaint also maintained thatMr. Thornton taking civil action against th
the provision of thook of Church Order Meadow Creek Church or members there
which mandates that courts “demand frorhe had concluded that even the very thre|
. . . persons satisfactory explanationwas sinful. He asked Mr. Thornton if h
concerning reports affecting their Christiarwould repent of that sin.
character” means that “citations” may be  Mr. Thornton stood and answered tha
issued apart from charges having been filefirst of all, the possibility of civil action had
And the complaint stated that thebeen mentioned by the Session (which
Presbytery neglected to observe ththe time consisted of himself and a rulin
“obvious bias” on the part of the Rev. Larryelder—Ed.), not by himself individually;
Ball against the Session and Pastor agfecondly, a former Stated Clerk of th
MCPC, and neglected to recuse or remov@eneral Assembly had advised him that
him from the Shepherding Committee in thisvas proper to seek civil relief with regard t
matter. a matter of slander; and thirdly, a well
Mr. Irwin read from Philippians 4:10-14, respected member of the Presbytery h
as he argued: “We did not share fully innformed him that the PCA Genera
their struggles.” Admitting that the Assembly had taken the position that
specifications of error in the complaint mayChristian could take another Christian t
not have been “the best worded,” theivil court. When Mr. Thornton would not
advocate noted that “Jim Thornton has loshdicate his change of mind on the matte
his job. . .. This is a man who until this veryMr. Leuzinger, with emotion, said, “I| will be
night has never been brought up ofiling charges against you.”
charges.” He also stated that Mr. Thornton The Meadow Creek Church voted o
and Mr. Ivan Ward, the remaining rulingApril 15, 2001, 30-11, to dissolve the pastor
elder at MCPC, “feel they have not beemelationship with Mr. Thornton. The reques
allowed to get the truth out. . . . The truthor a congregational meeting, which ha
has not been made known.” been demanded by the requisite number
Mr. Ball, who was Pastor at Meadowchurch members, was denied by th
Creek from 1973 to 1977, gave an answer Bession. The meeting was finally held onl
the various allegations, both with regard tafter a complaint made its way to Presbyte
the Constitution and the matter of hisAt the hearing, Mr. Thornton, representin
involvement. He noted that the word “cite’the Session, indicated that the Session
has a technical meaning, in that it is used iithdrawing its opposition to the complaint
a judicial and legal context, and that it wasind the Shepherding Commission sustain
improper to use it apart from thethe complaint and ordered that
proceedings of a trial. He also stated thabngregational meeting be held.
he was not biased in the matter. On April 21, 2001, Westminster
The Rev. Dr. Cortez Cooper argued foPresbytery dissolved the pastor
sustaining the complaint, stating: “It is myrelationship. Upon the same occasion, t
conviction that the court has erred in severalourt warned Mr. Thornton that the
significant ways. . . . Do you really believebringing of civil action in the matter could
in your heart that this court has handledubject him to judicial charges. Mr.
this matter in its integrity? . . . We as a couiteuzinger took that one step further, b
did not act totally correctly.” stating that even the threat of such acti
The court denied the complaint, 34-21constituted a chargeable offense.
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Southern California Center:
Christian Studies Elem\mﬁr%/g S,aCherS

The Southern California Center for Christian Studies advances, sgorjsors, . ,

and subsidizes the work of serious Christian scholarship and edyicgtion* Are you passionate about God’s Word?

It endeavors to cultivate intelligent commitment to the Christian faith §nd

seek to expound and explain the system of truth found in the Scriptiires,* Are you passionate about teaching truth?
to challenge unbelief in all its forms, to apply God's word to all ar¢ag of
life, to encourage Christian piety, outreach, compassion and maturgy.

* Are you ready fo pass it along to

These goals are pursued by the following means: (1) Resealch and the next generoﬁon?
addressing special issues; (2) Writing and Publication; (3) Confeferjces,

lectures, seminars, debates, TV/Radio programs; (4) Coursg vyor

instruction and tutoring through Bahnsen Theological Seminary.

Please contact us for a complimentary copy of our resource catalgg

PO Box 328, Placentia, CA 9287 1
714572-8358 ' 1R
study@scccs.org *_:___-"':-_.

-

WWW.SCCCS.0rg S iyl beer California Ceater
For Christian Studies

Bahnsen Theological Seminany

Traditional Reformed Theology in a Non-Tradition Package

Bahnsen Theological Seminary offers the best in Reformed the

L

-l.-'i ‘“‘ ! -.L.-r 1 T
BTS takes a no-nonsense approach to Christian education. Eachjprpgral u Z ' ,
emphasizes critical thinking skills, the development of a wide bread#h of L

knowledge and, above all, the mastery of classic texts. The hea

four hours of one-on-one tutoring with one of our distinguished faciilty
members.*

Chalcedon Christian School must fill positions for
_ . Elementary Teachers immediately! Chalcedon is a
BTS holds to the doctrines that have historically defjn owing K-12th Christian school pursuing ACSI
cereditation.  Applicants must possess a bachelor’s
ree, a passion to teach Christian children God’s

. Chalcedon
Robert Lester, Headmaster

Chalcedon Christian School Christian
6905 Post Road

umming, Georgia 30040 SChOOI
0-674-2990 x102 Excellence ir) Christian Education
ChalcedonS@aol.com Since 1982

eschatology of victory, six-day creation, and presuppositional apol

Please contact us for a complimentary copy of our academic cd

714572-8358 Bf‘HHbH\_J_
study@scccs.org THEOLOGICAL
WWW.SCCCS.0rg | o = SEM[T\. ARY

*Faculty members include Dr. James E. Bordwine, Michael B
Dr. Jerry Crick, Dr. Kenneth L. Gentry, Michael Mang, Dr. Jog

C. Morecratt, I, Dr. George Scipione, Jeffery J. Ventrella, and
Dr. RogerWagner
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Another Church Court Vindicates Burke Shade

As reported ifP&R Newsin spring 1999, received were the transcript of the whole trial anahd appealed to presbytery (September 1998jlegal voters and the means by which a higher
llliana Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church iall exhibits that were introduced during the coursBubsequently, the presbytery denied theourt can review specific judgments, citations,
America (PCA) voted to depose and susperdd the trial. llliana Presbytery delivered theseomplaint (October 17, 1998). In the sessionalc.
from the Lord's Supper the Rev. Burke Shadmaterials to us in good faith, understanding theliscussion that ensued on this complaint, the The PCA Book of Church Order explicitly
(see “llliana Deposes Carbondale Pastor,” Marehke would use them “only for the purpose oMoore-Kesler portion of the session asked Shadtates thatMinutesof the trial shall be kept by
1999, pp. 25-26). He had been charged witidjudicating Cornerstone’s entry into the CRb address the Roman Catholic/Episcopal drifhe clerk, which shall exhibit the charges, the
erroneous views on baptism and evangelizatiddenomination.” Itwas for this very purpose thathat they perceived. Shade preached a sermamswer, written record of the testimony, as defined
spreading injurious reports against two of theve studied these documents. In November 1998) baptism in July 1998, and Moore-Kesler viewdoy BCO 35-7, and all such acts, orders, and
church’s ruling elders; failure to be in subjectioiCornerstone Reformed Church asked Chrittis as Shade’s response to their questions. Ttecisions of the court relating to the case, as
to church authority; and “countenancing activitChurch, Moscow, Idaho, to considersermon later provoked parts of the final chargesither party may desire, and also the judgment.
on the part of both some members and sormecommending them formembershipinthe CRE.  Drawn into the midst of this controversyThe clerk shall without delay assemble the
officers of the congregation . . . that disrupted thEo answer that question, we had to evaluate there two other teaching elders of the lllian&ecord of the Case which shall consist of the
peace of the church and divided it” (see “Trial dfrial record. Since we have no formapresbytery, namely, Wyatt George, former pasteharges, the answer, the citations and returns
Illinois Pastor Being Held in Executive Sessiongovernmental connection to the lllianaof EPC, and Brian DeJong, an EPC-sponsorduereto, and theninutesherein required to be
llliana Lifts Gag Order, But Still Keeps Trial Presbytery of the PCA, we could neither remarahurch-planter in Marion, lllinois. By October,kept’ (BCO 32-18; emph. added).

Closed,” June 1999, pp. 26-27). Atthe time of thihe case to them or serve as an appellate coseveral members of the EPC congregation, with  Though the PCA BCO requires minutes as
discipline, Mr. Shade had been the Pastor ®fith that lack of connection, we had to answeshade’s knowledge, compiled a petition seekiraydistinct part of the “Record of the Case,” the
Evangelical Presbyterian Church, Carbondalthe question on the basis of basic principles tf ask the EPC session to call a congregationiiihna Presbytery and/or its trial judicatory did

llinois. biblical justice which all presbyterians share. Andheeting (in their perspective, somethinginaccortbt do so (or include the required witness

Before the conclusion of his trial, he wasince the PCA is a faithful presbyterian churclwyith the PCA Book of Church Order) to considecitations), though the clerk of presbytery has
examined and received by the Federation afe began evaluating the case by assuming tiie removal of Randy Moore as a ruling elder aplied to us that “the trial was conducted per
Reformed Churches (FORC), a denominatiotorrectness of the llliana decision, with ShadeéPC (October 20, 1998). In the midst of all thilf CA/BCO 32.” Instead of minutes, the
which adheres to historic Reformed creeds bhaving the burden of proof. George and DeJong became allied with Mooggresbytery received poorly corrected and
which also practices paedo-communion. The And yet, after examining the case, we dand Kesler, and they all claimed Shade hadcomplete transcripts. Butincomplete transcripts
FORC presbytery, after hearing from a presbyteecommend affirming Pastor Shade’sommitted several personal sins which warrantesle not publicly approved minutes. Moreover,
who had personally talked extensively with botlgualifications as a minister of the Gospel. Thiformal charges against him. George and DeJodge to technical problems, the transcripts omit
sides in the matter, vindicated Mr. Shadeve could never do had Shade been justly tridéidally formulated and filed two specifications ofvarious court actions, several testimony blocks,
Subsequently, the elders of Covenant Reformetid convicted by a legitimate ecclesiasticain against Shade. The llliana presbytery formallgttendance records, many speaker identities, etc.
Church of Harrisonburg, Virginia, a FORCauthority, one such as llliana Presbytery. But threceived these on November 9, 1998 anthey also reveal a lack of familiarity with some of
congregation, sent a communication to the 19%8al of Shade before llliana Presbytery fell welproceeded in closed session. By the next meetittige basic theological vocabulary in contention
PCA General Assembly, asking some pointeshort of scriptural standards of justice, as weeJong expanded the initial two specificationéhe defendant, for example, is several times
guestions about the manner in which the Shadkall explain below. into four charges (1. “doctrinal views” in accused of tending toward a ‘sasserdodialist’
case was conducted by llliana Presbytery. We continue in peace with the llliana‘violation” of presbyterian standards, 2.position, rather than ‘sacerdotalist’).

A significant portion of the congregationPresbytery and with the whole PCA communiorispreading injurious reports,” 3. “failure to be inNevertheless, the presbytery itself received the
of Evangelical Presbyterian Church peacefullgo far as it depends upon us. This bond includesbjection to lawful church authority” [dropped],record of the case and approved it for distribution
left and formed Cornerstone Reformed Churchfaut is not limited to the fact that we accepand 4. “countenancing” schismatic activity) withJanuary 2000).
congregation which eventually affiliated with thebaptisms performed by PCA ministers, we adnitixteen specifications. Without the protection and authority of
Confederation of Reformed Evangelicals (CREhew members on the basis of transfer from the At the next meeting, November 30, 1998publicly approved minutes, an accurate history
This confederation was founded by ChrisPCA, and we invite PCA members in goodPastor Shade pled “guilty” to two of the sixteeinf the case is simply nonexistent. Even if the
Church, Moscow, Idaho, which is associated witstanding to sit with us at the Lord's table andpecifications, the two dealing with speakinglefendant had wanted to appeal the case, the
the magazin€redenda/Agendand New St. partake of the bread and cup. Yet, we have hadituriously about a fellow elder. He did this, henigher court would not have had a specific, clear
Andrews College. When Cornerstone Reformezbnclude that the llliana Presbytery of the PCalaimed, because he had already repentedretord by which to judge irregularities or even
Church, which is pastored by Burke Shadgudged Shade unjustly in its trial of him fromthose sins at a private meeting with another eldi¥e attendance roll to examine who was voting
applied for membership in the CRE, the elders @fecember 1998 through April 1999, so we cannahd Randy Moore (August 31). At that meetingon the charges.

Christ Church looked into the matter. As is cleaupport their judgment in that instance. according to Shade, Moore declined to grant

from their report, that church court also has  Note the following background summaryShade forgiveness, or accordingto Moore, Shade 2. The Prosecutor and the llliana

vindicated the minister deposed by the PCA. followed by our particular criticisms of the case’offended in his excuse.” Presbytery acted in gross haste in
What follows is the initial report from the The actual consideration of testimony for bringing and receiving charges of

Christ Church elders; a reply from llliana Summary of Events the charges began at the presbytery meeting of theological error (Charge One).

Presbytery; and a response from Christ Church. Leading to the Trial December 18, 1998. And there, after denyinga The charges concerning doctrinal errors

Indications are that llliana has decided not to complaint from Shade that objected to théyaptism/eldership) show up at presbytery for
issue a further response, thereby effectively In broadest terms, this trial grew out of gresbytery including specifications he hadhe first time at the November 30, 1998 meeting,
closing the matter. large theological paradigm difference within tha@lready sought to rectify, the presbytery censuredth adjudication and testimony to follow only
session of EPC. On one side stood the pastBhade for the specification he pled guilty to bthree weeks later. The presbytery had no
Re Ort on the PC A Burke Shade and ruling elder, Mark Akin; on themposing an indefinite suspension from th@recedent or easy familiarity available to
p other stood ruling elders Randy Moore and Je&acraments and his pastoral office until eategorize the alleged errors. In addition, the trial
VS Burke Shade Trial Kesler. As in most such paradigm conflicts, atommission of presbytery could be convincetestimony revealed that other leading PCA
. various points along the way, both sides startedl his repentance. teachers held similar views, views grounded in
for CRE Evaluatlon losing personal trust in the other and started The trial continued through six meetingsthe language of the Confession, Charles Hodge,
reading in or began noticing more maliciougnding on April 17, 1999. In the end, the lllianand John Calvin. Moreover, the errors were not
(Adopted August 17, 2000 by the Elders of motives and moral failings. presbytery, with DeJong as prosecutor, fourtalatant, such as a denial of God’s omniscience or
Christ Church, Moscow, Idaho) For some time before the trial, variousShade guilty of ten specifications, acquitted hirthe reality of hell, and the accused embraced the
disagreements simmered on the sessiosf,one, and dropped the remaining five. Thougieaching of the Westminster Confession and
THE ELDERS OF CHRIST CHURCH, including a counseling case (January-Februatlye prosecution sought stronger languaggpenly denied that he held to baptismal
MOSCOW, IDAHOHAVEDETERMINED TO  1998) and pay concerns (April 1998), but most @ioncerning Shade’s view of baptism, theegeneration or evangelism-by-pastors-alone.
COMMEND Cornerstone Reformed Churchthe developing disagreements stemmed fronpeesbytery declined to convict him of theological  The charges involved far more subtle
Carbondale, lllinois to the Confederation otreeping suspicion with Moore and Kesler thagrror, and in effect altered Charge One, sayirigackground and historical knowledge than any
Reformed Evangelicals (CRE) for admission int&hade was leading the church away from a mdfeat Shade “does not presently appear to hatrmal individual could grasp in several years,
membership. This commendation is noteworthgcottish, regulativist presbyterianism toward keretical views about the efficacy of baptism.let alone adjudicate within weeks. In fact, the trial
because the pastor of Cornerstone Reformatbre Roman Catholic/Episcopal expression. Frofonetheless, they “admonish him for the way itestimony revealed a clear lack of historical and
Church, Burke P. Shade, was “deposed atite Shade-Akin angle (though not expresshyhich he has upset the peace and purity of thigeological breadth needed to evaluate the
indefinitely suspended from the sacraments” bstated by them), the disagreements stemmed @bturch by his teaching in a manner in which hdoctrinal questions involved (even the key expert
llliana Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church iflom a creeping Roman Catholicism but from aapproached the teaching of that doctrine.” Aftaritness admitted as much under cross-
America (PCA). Our respect for that bodyattempt to be more richly biblical within thethe guilty verdicts, the presbytery imposed thexamination; see below).
compels us to publish this explanation of ou\estminster Confession tradition in contrast toensure of deposition from office of teaching  Before rushing to adjudicate such charges,
commendation of and support for Pastor Shademore intellectualistic, gnostic-leaning Americamlder. the presbytery ought to have instituted a broad
To our brothers in the llliana Presbytery, weresbyterianism. commission to evaluate the claims far more
continue to extend the right hand of fellowship.  Within this broad clash of paradigms, two carefully and report back to presbytery before
We desire to strive for like-mindedness with thadoctrinal issues finally stood out by the time Critical Falllngs ofthe Case receiving any charges. “Where no counsel is,

body and to pursue the purity and peace of ttiee trial, namely, the nature of baptism and the people fall: but in the multitude of counselors
whole Church of Jesus Christ. We do seldership. Inthe session’s attemptto sortthrough 1. The llliana Presbytery never kept there is safety” (Prov. 11:14).
especially in regard to the present matter. ~ some of these issues in mid-1998, the air between formal minutes of any of the six trial

We thank llliana Presbytery for givingthem became especially charged. After the meetings. 3. The llliana presbytery acted rashly
consideration in their January 2000 busineddoore-Kesler side moved to require moreruling  Carefully approved minutes provide a at the first trial meeting (December
meeting to our request for the PCA vs. Shadsder involvementin worship or exclude the past@ublicly agreed upon basis by which outsiders 18, 1998) in imposing the sentence of
trial documents and for forwarding thosdrom parts (June 10, 1998), Shade filed a formein examine specific authoritative judgments of indefinite suspension from the

documents to us. Among the materials weomplaint against the session which was deniecgroup. Minutes specify such things as the roll sacraments as a response to the
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defendant’s claim that he had already 6. The prosecutor and presbyteryerred 8. The prosecutor and presbytery acted presbyters failed to comprehend basic
repented for the two specifications in in allowing the trial to turn into a hypocritically in condemning Shade literary genre in arguing for Charge
guestion. debate over words and individual for spreading injurious reports about Four (schism) when they declared a
The trial testimony reveals that the interpretations of words. an elder (Charge Two) but allowing satirical “smoking gun” essay to be
defendant confessed his sin (of saying that an In charge after charge, the trial descends witnesses and evidence to do the same advocating church splits, when it does
elder had “run off” the former pastor) and soughtito a debate over personal meanings and the to Shade without constraint. just the opposite.

forgiveness from the elder concerned, as well asope of a word’s meaning. And yet this course  Charge Two (specifications I.A.3,4,andll.B) At a key turning point in the trial, the
those to whom it was relayed. But the presbytewyas evident upon reading the initial chargesccuses Shade of spreading injurious repogsosecutor turned witness and declared that
determined that Shade had not giveMhen this becomes the central focus of a triapout ruling elders Moore and Kesler (whictshade followed a James Jordan essay, “The
“satisfactory evidence of repentance” anthe judicatory is forced into countlessncluded negative comments to the effect théffective Church Splitters Guide,” in destroying
suspended him from the sacraments indefinitelyubjectivities that remove it from soundhese elders were trying to discredit him and/dine EPC. This is a satirical essay written against
The presbytery made this determinatiojudgment. A wiser court would demand, up frontere holding views of eldership similar to his)jobless pastors seeking to divide a church and
upon hearing the prosecutor’'s own assertiohetter evidence than the testimony of conflictingart of the defendant’s defense was that thegain new employment. The prosecutor/witness
which failed biblical standards of evidence. Ipersonal interpretations. Adultery, theft, andomments were made as part of a legal responigelared his misreading openly: “itis hard to see
allowed the prosecutor to represent the wordsafoperty are charges more easily adjudicatedtima complaint-response given to presbytery tikie marks of satire. And in reading it you'll see
others rather than calling these others to spetile public realm. A court should only agree tthese elders. The presbytery declined to see ahgt this is the agenda and the game plan that
for themselves (Joe Kesler, Randy Moore, Wyatelve into the more vaporous world of wordspecial protection for speech in legal documentisas used to try and take out Randy Moore and
George, Tom Jones, Moore’s and Georgewshen the case can be made not on the basigfufis saying that such language wasnd up splitting the congregation of EPC”
representation of Tom Jones, a tape recordirgpnflicting subjective interpretations but on morémpermissible even in trial situations. And yet(T31A-B). Kesler and Moore were convinced of
and even unidentified “reports”). After this, theeasily verifiable patterns of public documentationot only does the Moore paper to which Shadhis reading, as are several presbyters.
presbytery heard the prosecutor, who had y@tot single statements, letters, or sermons). Tteplied contain negative observations about The misreading of this essay is so
called no witnesses, conclude, “I offered yollliana presbytery needed to heed the scriptur8hade (e.g., suggesting that Shade wagphomoric that not only do the accusers fail to
not merely my personal private opinionwarning: “charging them before the Lord thatinsubmissive, dishonest, stubbornsee the essay mocking church splitters and
unsubstantiated. That would be inappropriatetey strive not about words to no profit’ (2 Timdisingenuous, and tending toward hereticgdbless pastors on the prowl (Shade was not

brought this with the testimony of two withesse®:4; cf. 1 Tim. 6:4). views), but the trial testimony of these two elderseeking a church but already served in theirs),
myself, TE George, and in some respects TE Tom is full of very strong negative comments abouiut they also fail to see that, at several key points,
Jones” (T2-6). 7. Everyone in the trial assumed that Shade. Kesler and Moore testified that Shadae essay would indict them. Most ironically, the
Instead of accepting Shade’s attempts to there was no ethical problem in was a liar, belligerent, destructive, crushinggssay suggests that the would-be church splitter
seek forgiveness or even investigating the issue unreflectively subsuming any and all circumventive, heretical, sacerdotal, and should complain about the church being inclined
more thoroughly before censure, the presbytery civil rules into an ecclesiastical court. “hydroheaded monster’[sic](T25A-B,1-22). Thisto Roman Catholicism and that the view of
immediately suspended him from the sacraments  The civil realm operates under assumptiorlanguage was also in an unprotected legal conteldership was too tyrannical. These are in fact
and then from office in January. of power and the sword. The ecclesiastical realamd highly negative, but no member of presbytetiie two doctrinal charges that the accusers bring

operates within the context of service in faitpbjected to these elders’ charges or brought thexgainst Shade. According to their reading of the
4. The prosecutor and the llliana hope, and love. Each realm is important in itsp on charges. Shade’s language was muessay, they could fit the church splitter portrait
presbytery permitted unwieldy place, but to mix them without careful thoughimilder, and yet he was brought up on chargegell. And yet, this essay (though not listed as
specifications and testimony of a vastinvites injustice. To assume civil rules withoutand censured for saying far less than his accussupporting evidence under the received charges)
array of events that no court could biblical reflection in a church court allowsdid. is allowed to capture the imagination of the
justly adjudicate, including petty assumptions of raw civil power into Christ's courts.  Again, consider that point in the trial wherpresbyters in such a way that Shade is found
events tangentially related to the Both sides in this trial, along with presbyterythe presbytery indulged Moore as he grosstyuilty on Charge Four. Wisdom demands
specifications, including but not regularly intruded civil principles into churchimputed motives to Shade: “One can look at whateditation and careful judgment; Proverbs warns
limited to piano playing, movie court questions. was the purpose of these statements [of Shadej; “How long, ye simple ones, will ye love
attendance, church check policy, and For example, at one point (T7A-B), Shade’and one can then draw the conclusion that thesienplicity? and the scorners delight in their
sexual annulment. counsel objects to the ongoing hearsay eviden@&no repentance because he retains the fruitswbrning, and fools hate knowledge?” (Prov.
By allowing such broadness of testimonyand the prosecutor responds by invoking civilis sin, . . . which is namely, [speaking for Shadd}22).
and specifications, the presbytery showed sualies about hearsay without any biblical contextwant this elder out of the church so that | can
unreasonable sloppiness that it could not hathing official is done. Similarly, the prosecutiorproceed with my doctrinal agenda. And, uh, in  10. The prosecutor and presbytery failed

sufficient knowledge to adjudicate all the fact&wokes the civil rules concerning witnesses torder to do so | am going to malign his name and to show that the heart of Charge Four
and charges justly—‘In the multitude of wordsanswer a presbyter’s objection (T21A-B). Morengender this petition against him.” Given the was illegal or schismatic, namely that
there wanteth not sin: but he that refraineth hislevantly to questions of truth versus powecharges received against Shade, we should what petitioners followed was the
lips is wise” (Prov. 10:19). At the same time, théhe prosecutor defends his use of deceptiexpect charges to be brought against Moore for permissible BCO means of seeking
judicatory members repeatedly complained abogtiestioning of opposing witnesses by declarirthis “injurious report” about the defendant. And the removal of a ruling elder by

the lack of time, even though they approved sudhat civil rules admit leading questions (18A-B)yet, just a moment later (same page in the petition.

broad array of evidence. Wisdom would havBower over truth also comes into play during ganscript), presbytery heard Moore speak with  Charge Four, specifications IV.A.3-6, focus
required narrow, specific charges and precludel@position of Robert Reymond, the ke chilling lack of self-awareness, “Some haven the proposed congregation petition of October
multiplying the charges just prior to the trial. Evertheological witness for the prosecution. In thakeached false conclusions, and | don’t kno®0, 1998 in which several families ask the eldersto
assuming the prosecutor of this case is innocetgposition, after questioning by Shade, Dwhere they get their information. | have totally, tall a congregational meeting to consider
of “padding the charges,” the presbytery shouldeymond says to Shade that “just by the readihgve tried to be very circumspect and keep nmgmoving Moore as a ruling elder. Because Shade
have been very wary and protective of hisf the one sermon, | have not had, | was natouth shut. . . . | have said nothing bad aboutas aware of the petition and “countenanced”
reputation, since it is common in conservativgiven sufficient material to, uh, just your totaBurke” (T 3A-B, 3). it, the presbytery found him guilty of schism.
presbyterian circles to file as many charges a®ws and | am, and | was passing judgment When our committee asked the prosecutdihe petitioners, however, sought to follow a
possible so that at least some will stick. simply on the basis of that one sermon. Do yabout such blatant hypocrisy in bringing thiperfectly legal procedure within the PCA Book
understand that?” This in itself would be quiteharge, the prosecutor responded, “Mr. Shadé Church Order (24-6): “The ruling elder or
5. The prosecutor and presbytery actedan admission in a civil court. Shade replies, “Yest no time brought up any of the substance of Rieacon, though chargeable with neither heresy
confusedly in calling church members sir, and | appreciate that and | know you have mdoore’s response. He did not address him abaubr immorality, may become unacceptable in his
to testify as to their understanding of personal animosity against me.” Immediatelgny sins committed by RE Moore in the paperdfficial capacity to a majority of the church which
Burke Shade’s understanding of both the prosecutor and Wyatt George objeBut Shade’s response to this question is quite serves. In such a case the church may take the
various theological points. and ask to have the last comment from thgelevant to the issue of biblical justice. The fadhitiative by a majority vote at a regularly called
In one of the more bizarre turns in the triaklefendant stricken from the record. But thethat he did not object to being called a “hydrazongregational meeting, and request the Session
the prosecution called, and presbytery permittedidn’t object to prior irregularities in questioning,headed monster’ among other things does rtotdissolve the official relationship between the
numerous witnesses to testify about theonly this one which was closer to determiningemove the reality of the hypocrisy. Those whohurch and the officer without censure. . . .”
understanding of the beliefs of Shade. At timesuth. do the very same thing as the one they charged The petitioners followed this procedure and
several presbyters noted the oddness of this These sorts of civil-rule invocations are quiteught, at least, to be denied their day in coutiad more than the requisite number of signatures,
process, but it continued and was allowed @@mmon in conservative presbyterian circles, bilihe llliana Presbytery failed to rectify a grossiyand yet Shade is charged with schism for
evidence in a trial of theological error. Since Shadlss time to begin challenging this entire paradigrnypocritical injustice. allowing this BCO procedure to proceed. Under
was the focus, the prosecution needed to lintiecause it is not honoring to Christs Church.  The presbytery acted in hypocriticalthe presbytery’s adjudication of this charge, no
his proof to relevant testimony, namely, Shadelgluch work needs to be done to rethink thesecompetence in receiving such charges, amdngregation would ever be able to follow the
testimony and writings, not lay interpretationpower rules, tossing out unbiblical assumptionsspecially in demanding repentance from Sha&&€A BCO without falling into the sin of schism.
of the same. It would be better to do that than allow cases @fhile the trial participants were freely allowedShade, in other words, is being tried for allowing
In response to questions from our triathis sort where issues of truth and justice turn eanuch more grievous declarations of “injuriousnembers to follow the Book of Church Order.
committee, the prosecutor (Brian DeJonghe rules in use. Christ told us not to exercigeports” against Shade. “Sowhen they continued Wyatt George testified that the session ruled
explained that the doctrinal charge “wast power but service, and this applies when wasking him, he lifted up himself, and said untthe petition “unconstitutional on the grounds
about what TE Shadielievedut what he taught unthinkingly assume that civil rules and powethem, ‘He that is without sin among you, let hinthat it attempted to remove a ruling elder without
(past tense). . . . Did he teach it? Yes he did: thiays can automatically work in the courts ofirst cast a stone at her” (John 8:7). And similariyprocess even though charges were in the
factis established by the testimony of more thabhrist: “Ye know that the princes of the Gentile&Judge not, that ye be not judged. For with whatetition” (T29A-B). Even if there were some
two witnesses.” But this response clearly fails texercise dominion over them, and they that ajedgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and witilechnical error in the petition, the elders ought to
answer the objection of withesses speaking fgreat exercise authority upon them. But it shalthat measure ye mete, it shall be measuredttave returned it for correction instead of leaning
the defendant. Whether regarding belief or sonmet be so among you: but whosoever will bgou again. And why beholdest thou the moten legal technicalities to deny the voice of alegally
“pbelief-absent” teaching, the lay witnesses agreat among you, let him be your minister; An¢hat is in thy brother’s eye, but considerest ngeetitioning body. Nonetheless, the petitioners
still being asked to explain the subtleties aivhosoever will be chief among you, let him béhe beam that s in thine own eye?” (Matt. 7:1-3)lidn’t believe the petition contained charges of
Shade’s views. your servant” (Matt. 20:25-27). the sort noted by the BCO. They did not charge
9. The prosecutor, withesses, and severdhe ruling elder in question with “heresy or



20 P&R News < May - June 2001

immorality.” But they did find him “unacceptable” (though applicable to all involved in the trial),Furthermore, paragraphs 2 and 3 do not reallyan a distant third party does.” Indeed, since
enough that they sought help from the elders especially if the CRE receives Shade anchpture the essence of the dispute. Since the trial much more information has come to light
the form of a congregational meeting. Thi€ornerstone Reformed Church into formaiial, further information has come to light thathat you are not aware that only serves to confirm
perfectly legal process was denied and turnéellowship. shows covert efforts to undermine andur discipline. We doubt though that debating
against the petitioners and pastor. Despite the injustices that have occurred rcumvent the elders were well under way akose points will be of much value for the broader

In reply to our committee’s question abouBurke Shade in these events, the fact remaiearly as 1996. Failure to submit to the brethrekingdom to which God has called the PCA or the
this, the prosecutor stated, “If the petition hathat these things took place “on his watch” dsas always been at the heart of the dispuBRE. Because we are concerned that your
simply quoted 24-6 without citing the chargeablpastor, and so he bears covenantal responsibi(igphesians 5.21). fellowship of churches not face the same
offenses, it would have been constitutional for these events, even though he doesn’t bear Paragraph 4 sentence 2 does not represdabilitating division and trail we went through,
Rather than justifying the session’s action, wie guilt for others’ sins. the facts accurately. The petition took place wittve encourage you to reconsider receiving into
find this a direct admission of allowing al. We exhort Burke Shade to walk ever momnore than just Mr. Shade’s knowledge. Sometimymur midst someone who encouraged and worked
technicality to override a legitimate request, eircumspectly and sensitively when dealing witlhefore the petition was circulated, Mr. Shad®ward the division of a body of Christ that has
technicality that ultimately helped depose a pastbrothers and sisters (especially those in authoriypntacted Dr. Morton Smith, perhaps thelamaged the cause of Christin the community of
“Woe unto you, scribes and Phariseesyho have very different paradigms than his. Iforemost authority on our book of Church OrdeCarbondale (Titus 3:10). We regard you as
hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise andnswer to our questions on this point, Shadss to its appropriateness. Dr. Smith told him in farothers in Christ and desire only God's blessings
cummin, and have omitted the weightier matteexplained that he “did not believe that there wergncertain terms that the petition, as worded, was our fellowship of churches. Indeed we shall
of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ouglatrge paradigm differences before the summeriobt appropriate, yet Mr. Shade continued tevait to see what Providence will show about our
ye to have done, and not to leave the oth&®98.” Butparadigm differences show themselvencourage its circulation. Instead he should hagetions and those of Mr. Shade.
undone” (Matt. 23:23). not only in open conflict, but even among friendgollowed the Biblical pattern given in MatthewFor God's glory by His grace,

And it is in the time of friendship that we must18:15-17. L. William Hesterberg, Chairman of the llliana
Summary and Exhortations:  walk more carefully than ever. These paradigfRaragraph 5 on page 2 makes it appear that Ii@ommission appointed to Respond
differences should have been seen even bef@kade’s guilty plea and claim of repentance

In sum, the elders of Christ Church find theoming on as pastor of that church in 1992. Ishould have sufficed to warrant his forgiveness Id aho Res OndS
PCA vs. Burke Shade case of the lllianeesponse to related questions, Shade has sai@rid restoration. However, the committee p
presbytery to involve serious biblical failingshave convictions in most areas, but where theppointed on December 18, 1998 to work with
serious enough to reject this particular trial as @re not direct commands, then | have to bdr. Shade on repentance and reconciliatiofypril 10, 2001
expression of legitimate ecclesiastical adjudicatiqrastoral in my care of others and allow therdiscovered that Mr. Shade continued to spredifiana Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church in
honoring to Christ. If we were in such a legaireedom to grow into those convictions and bimjurious reports about the two elders afteAmerica
position to have such a case appealed to us, appy with them until they do, or if they neveiNovember 30 and December 18. The committétention: L. William Hesterberg, Moderator
would recommend a complete overturning of atlo. 1 am also willing to be patient while teachingfiound that his equivocations and semantiConcord Presbyterian Church
charges and specifications on the grounds krfiowing that God brings people along at differersrguments were not characteristic of genuir@35 N. Market St.
the very basic biblical principles of justice listedates, even as He has me.” repentance. (Il Corinthians 7.10-11) Waterloo, IL 62298
above. This case should be seen as anlnarelated concern, we exhort Burke Shadeto Now, if the first page of your analysisAttention: Dale Eisenreich, Clerk
embarrassment to conservative presbyteriatiain any congregation under his charge in treontains these many possible questionab®314 Briarcliff Dr.
across the nation, the CRE included. lifelong wisdom of striving toward one- conclusions, we would hope you might revisi\tton, IL 62002-6909

Though one would think that such a casmindedness. This involves creating agour entire analysis and decision. You have
should have almost automatically been appealedvironment where people instinctively bear witintimated that llliana Presbytery failed to providéear Gentlemen,
to the General Assembly, the current state ohe another, don't take offense so quickly, an objective trial for Mr. Shade. The presbytery  Greetings from Idaho. Thank you for your
most presbyterian denominations, including thienpute evil motives. attempted to conduct as judicious a trial as wecent response to our report on the PCA vs.
PCA, precludes the sort of swift decision-making. We exhort Burke Shade before coming into theew how given our human limitations. WhetheBurke Shade trial. We're are sincerely grateful, as
characteristic of biblical justice (Eccl. 8:1; EzraCRE to resist the habits so common in certaserving as witnesses, prosecutor, juror, or defensell, that through you the llliana Presbytery
7:26; Ps. 31:2,69:17, 102:2). Appeals to the highesinservative circles to resort so quickly to legalounsel, each presbyter was fully aware of higeclares that “we regard you as brothers in Christ
presbyterian courts often take more than a yeaglutions for church problems. Biblical wisdomaccountability before God. Although timeand desire only God’s blessings on your
while (in this case) denying the appellant anghows us that a “soft answer” (Prov. 15:1), notr@straints were occasionally put in place, thefgllowship of churches.” Our own desire from
means of family support during that timeformal complaint, turns away wrath. Even invere imposed in such a manner that neithére outset has been to approach these matters in
Moreover, the higher court will often remand aesponse to legal injustices, a legal reply is almgabsition was given an advantage. It should tgmod fellowship with you, and we have genuinely
case back to the presbytery for aretrial, extendiaiyvays hopeless among brothers. It would b@oted that at no time did Mr. Shade complain thabught to uphold your discipline so far as the
the process further in a court that had alreadbgtter to be oppressed in most cases than to turmwere being unfair. If we have unfairly judgedcriptures will permit us. Nonetheless, we had
shown incompetence on several fronts. to legal solutions. In response to questions relatistt. Shade, he had the right, until he withdrevloped for a better explanation of the ten critical

And yet for all the llliana Presbytery'sto this, Shade has said, “I do not believe thfeom the PCA, to appeal to the General Assembfiilings we pointed out. Instead you chose just
failures in basic justice as outlined above, itadversarial model of reconciliation is appropriaténstead he chose to examine routes of escapedirect several questions against us based on
very important to note that we do not find théetween brothers, except for cases of unrepentawmen during the trial. Please understand our owassumptions for which you have no basis:
principal people involved to be malicious or evilobjective trespassing. . . . [O]ne of the reasowsncern about your objectivity when we have 1. You say that we unfairly gleaned
Quite the contrary. We believe the lllianaghe F.O.R.C. [Federation of Reformed Churched]|scovered that at least two leaders from Christformation for our page two, paragraph 2, from
Presbytery and the prosecutor to be meappealed to me was their insistence on limitinghurch were in communication with Mr. Shadé/r. Shade and Mr. Akin regarding the ideological
motivated by godly zeal in protecting Christghe content in the BCO so that memberabout his reception into the CRE as early agash in this dispute between regulativist vs.
Church. We can gladly assume that they asitomatically have to work from the Scripture§-ebruary 22, 1999, halfway through the trial. Ihonregulativist perspectives, since our “analysis
wonderful husbands and fathers, with faithfulo resolve their disputes, in wisdom and lovehe CRE was already interested in talking witbould not have been gleaned from the court
children. We view the men of the llliana presbytemsather than from the cold and hard facts dfir. Shade about his reception into the CRE therecords alone.”
as those who had tried to be faithful and hgatocedure.” how are we to conclude that you were able 8But this is quite false. Our committee did not
grown “weary in well doing” (Gal. 6:9). In the end, our prayer is that God's gracebjectively evaluate our records since then? contact either of these men in formulating

But all sides seemed naive about the poweiould prevail for His glory and mercy uponus It is possible to find discrepancies in anyanything in that paragraph. You can find the
of paradigms to turn opponents into demonand all those involved in the trial of the PCA vstrial and we are confident that given the hindsiglsources for this paragraph in Randy Moore’s

where minor sins get blown into vast proof oBurke Shade. that you and we now have, we could have dofiResponse to Complaint” (7/7/98) and
malicious conspiracies. Both sides in this clash better in some ways. Where we have erred, wieroughout the trial (see, for example, Meeting
have demonized the other, and both can tell ”I| ana Re IieS are certainly willing to receive correction. IndeedViarch 13, 1999, pages 4 and 10). A more careful
stories about extra-trial injustices perpetrated by p as James 2:2 states, “We all stumble in mafgok at the record will show you that this was a
the other. But this is sadly the characteristic of ways. If anyone is never at fault in what he sayservasive feature in the trial.
almost every ecclesiastical trial. Anyone who hakanuary 7, 2001 (and does), he is a perfect man, able to keep his 2. You say that we failed to consult the
lived through numerous ecclesiastical trials cabear Elders of Christ Church, whole body in check.” We do not claim to beSession “before making your recommendation.”
see the same patterns repeated over and over, In response to your report on the PCA vgerfect and we certainly hope to learn from oun fact, before finalizing our report for the CRE we
especially in presbyterian circles. Burke Shade trial, we will attempt to heed thenistakes, but we do not believe that we erred gent it to the men who had brought the charges
The participants in the trial obviously knowwords of Proverbs 10:19 that in the multitude abur final larger conclusions concerning Mrand had been representing the EPC session in
much more about each other than a distant thirgbrds there is sin and therefore keep our respor&eade. correspondence. In a letter of August 28, 2000,

party does (and we can see things that those twif. It is not our intent to question point by  In Luke 17.3 Jesus says, “If a brother sindir. DeJong declined to make any factual
close can'). But like any evaluating body, oupoint your decision to disregard our discipline afebuke him and if he repents, forgive him.” Oucorrections though he was provided with the
committee needed to keep its focus on the trilr. Shade. We acknowledge the care with whigbresbytery found Mr. Shade guilty of injuringopportunity.
documents, despite their limits. And in thosgou studied the trial transcripts and the detail dfie purity and peace of the church. As faraswe 3. You claim that paragraphs two and three
documents, the llliana presbytery easily failed tgour response. However, we do disagree wittan tell, Mr. Shade has not repented but is in faat the same page “do not really capture the
make its case justly. Providence may show oanany of your conclusions. We will limit our enjoying the fruits of the division by leading aessence of the dispute” since “further” post-trial
judgment wrong. Providence may show that thesponses to page 2, the first actual page of yapoup that is more to his liking. We would like“information has come to light that shows covert
llliana Presbytery was right about the man, butatnalysis. nothing better than to restore Mr. Shade upagiforts to undermine and circumvent the elders.”
was certainly wrong in the trial. Both Burke  In paragraph 2 on page two, your analysisis genuine repentance and bring unity in the Please note that your own Book of Church
Shade’s current pastorate, as well as future llliafeads us to conclude that you received much Ghurch, all to the glory of God. We had hope@rder forbids an appellate court from considering
trials could lend support one way or another. Byour information from Mr. Shade and Mr. Akinthat other sister reformed churches would honanything not in the record. Moreover, we hope
this trial failed to do that in a just manner. since your analysis could not have been gleanedr discipline of Mr. Shade and help him come tthat before you spread such reports, you confirm
Our brotherly exhortations to the lllianafrom the court records alone. We wonder whgepentance rather than offer him escape. such new charges in accord with the strictures
Presbytery are found in their failings listed abovgou did not consult the Session before making  We would note the truth of your statemenagainst talebearing. The Presbytery’s admitting
well-motivated as that body was. But we need four recommendation? In every issue, there ama Page 9 that “The patrticipants in the triadf unconfirmed accusations and yet prosecuting
conclude with three exhortations for Burke Shadbviously at least two sides (Proverbs 18.17bviously know much more about each other (Continued on page 22)
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News From The Presbyteries

James Rlver Church. Besides organizing theCommittee reported that it had acted asRresbyterian Evangelistic Fellowship
Charlottesville mission, the Commission hadommission to dismiss Mr. Lance Lewis, anissionary and a member of Mississippi
ordained and installed five ruling elders andhan under care, to Philadelphia Presbyteryalley Presbytery, who labors in Peru. The

The One-Hundred and First Statednstalled the Rev. Don Ward as Pastor. A joint ad hoc committee consisting ofbudget was later reconsidered, and amended
Meeting of James River Presbyterywas held The Rev Greg Thomson, campusnembers of the Candidates and Credentidtsfund the chaplain fees up to $25 per month
at River’'s Edge Bible Church, Hopewell,minister at the University of Virginia, Committee and the Mission of Presbyterper chaplain.

Virginia, on January 20, 2001. Thepresented a brief report. It was reporte@ommittee, which had been established at It was reported that the work in Bossier
Moderator, the Rev. Bob Hobson preachetthat a call has been extended to Mr. Joithe July 2000 stated meeting, had beeQity, Louisiana, has come to a standstill;
on the sanctity of life. Pearson to serve as campus minister directed to meet with Mr. Fred Sloanonly two families are left, who have not

Presbytery approved the reports of th#Vashington & Lee University, Lexington, concerning his desire to be ordained in thmoved away. The Rev. Jeff Steel has
Commission to ordain and install C. Jame¥irginia. He will be examined in April by the PCA. The ad hoc committee was alsstopped going weekly as a result. A man
Watson, Ill, as Pastor of CentraliaPresbytery. directed to meet with his congregationhas been found who is interested in carrying
Presbyterian Church, Chester, Virginia; and The Ministerial and Church RelationsHuguenot Presbyterian Church, Montpeliegn this work, and talks with the Mission to
of the Commission to ordain and install Ewaltommittee reported on a previouslyVirginia, to explore the possibility of its North America Committee are underway.
Kennedy as Assistant Pastor of Trinityordained minister who had been a membguining the PCA. Some members of thissmall ~ Pastor Bill Smith will be coming before
Presbyterian Church, Charlottesville of the Presbytery. He had become involvechurch do not appear to be interested ibouisiana Presbytery for ordination at the
Virginia. in sin and was deposed andoining the PCA, but Mr. Sloan is. TheApril stated meeting. He reported that the

The treasurer’s report for 2000 waexcommunicated twenty years agocommittee requested more information froncongregation is slated to vote on February
received. The beginning balance in 200Blowever, he had repented and asked to . Sloan before considering his ordination4, 2001, to move in the direction of joining
was $44,753.40; the ending balance wagstored. The excommunication was The annual under-care and licentiatéhe PCA.
$34,451.31. subsequently lifted. He continues taeports from Rick Hutton, and the quarterly  The Rev. Jessie Jacobs, a member of

Ruling Elder Dan Carrell had presentedninister to Koreans in North Korea. Heintern reports from Dennis Bullock, JerryMississippi Valley Presbytery, will be
a communication, requesting that all lostontinues to preach, but has refrained froi@ill, and Ken Christian, were accepted.  coming for licensure in April. He reported
motions be recorded in the minutes. Thadministering the sacraments. He has The internship plan of Mr. Scott Wells,on his work at St. Joseph, Louisiana, which
Court Duties Committee recommended theequested that his ministerial credentials b& student at Reformed Theologicabegan with a Bible study and now has
following response: “According to the PCArestored. The Committee reported that BBeminary—Orlando, was approved. He wiltleveloped into Sunday School classes and
Stated Clerk, the Book of Church Order andaw no reason why it should not intervievbe working at St. Paul’s PCA, Winter Parkmorning worship. Mr. John Hogue reported
the Rules of Assembly Operationsand examine him “with the view of removingFlorida, under the oversight of Ruling Eldeion his interest in this mission.

supersede Robert’'s Rules of Order in thihe deposition and restoring hisRussell Kapusinski. The Rev. Dr. Jim Jones, Preshytery’s
manner. Neither the BCO nor the RACrredentials.” Presbytery concurred withthe  Mr. Carrell was nominated as theStated Clerk, brought the closing devotional
require the recording of lost motions (RACGrecommendation of the Committee tanoderator in nomination. from Matthew 28:16-20, and closed in prayer.
13-13). Until such time as the RAO isrequest that the Candidates and Credentials The meeting was adjourned at 12:28 PM.

changed to require the recording of losS€Eommittee examine him in accordance with

motions we will continue our currentthe various provisions of thBook of

practice. A mechanism already exists fo€Church Order LOU iSiana

recording lost main motions. Any elderwho  Ruling Elder John Morgan reported that M Id_Amerlca

has voted for a lost motion can request théhe Session of West End Presbyterian

his affirmative vote be recorded. ThisChurch, Hopewell, Virginia, had requested The sixty-fifth stated meeting of

request mandates the recording of the loassistance from the Committee to resolMeouisiana Presbytery was held at Pineville  The fortieth—and what may be the

motion. Motions deemed historicallysome problems. A subcommittee had méta.) Presbyterian Church (OPC) on Januahast—stated meeting of Mid-America

important should be handled in thiswith the Pastor and the Session. The entig), 2001. The meeting was called to order &resbytery was held on April 20, 2001, at

manner.” A substitute motion, howeverCommittee is planning to present its repo®:40 AM by Ruling Elder Dale Peacock.First Reformed Presbyterian Church, Minco,

prevailed, as follows: “In view of the to the Session and meet with the elders Pastor Bill Smith of Fellowship Baptist Oklahoma. The retiring Moderator, the Rev.

requirements of Robert’'s Rules of Order td/arch. Church, Sulphur, Louisiana, led the court iDavid O’'Dowd, called the meeting to order

include in the minutes of a meeting arecord The Committee had also been asked lilie singing of Psalm 1. The Moderatorat 1:20 PM. He preached from Matthew 23:1-

of all main motions, whether sustained othe Session of New Life in Christ ChurchRuling Elder Hewitt Carter, brought an8 on the theme, “The Right Model of

lost; and in view of our Presbytery’s BylawsFredericksburg, Virginia, to assist inexhortation from Matthew 16:13-18; and the.eadership.” Host pastor Mark Horne

(Section I.F.) that require compliance notesolving some problems there. ASession of Bethel Presbyterian Church, Lakedministered the Lord’s Supper.

only with Robert’s Rules of Order but withsubcommittee has met with the Pastor ar@harles, Louisiana, led in the administration By common consent, Ruling Elder

the Rules for Assembly Operation wherhe Session and a member of the Committeé the Lord’'s Supper. A total of sixteenDoug Seewald was elected Moderator.

they apply; and in view of the fact that theattended a congregational meeting. Theommissioners was present. The court approved the report of the

RAO does not require a departure fronr€ommittee shared its report with the  Presbytery approved the request of thEommission to Install TE Mark Horne as

Robert’'s Rules of Order in the recording opresbyters. “A motion was defeated tdrev. Eric McQuitty that he be honorablyPastor of First Reformed Presbyterian

minutes, be it resolved that, effectiveclose discussion and to ask the . . retired. Church, Minco, Oklahoma.

immediately, the James River Presbyter@ommittee to meet at a later date so that The Presbytery budget for 2001, After extensive debate, the Presbytery

shall adopt the practice of recording all maiany interested Presbyter could meet wittotaling $16,776, was approved. Includefinally decided to dissolve and to be

motions, whether adopted or not.” the committee to address any questionis this figure is $6,000 in church assistancabsorbed by North Texas Presbytery [see
Presbytery unanimously adopted athey may have concerning the report.” for the DeRidder (La.) Presbyterian Churchrelated article in this issue, p. ??—Ed.].

overture from the Session of Calvary The Candidates and Credentialand $6,000 for the Rev. Wes Baker, a A memorial resolution regarding the late

Reformed Presbyterian Church, Hampton, William P. Shows was spread on the record
Virginia, that proposed to amend the [seeP&R NewsMarch-April 2001, p. ?7?].
Bylaws to change the four stated meetings The Presbytery withdrew the licensure
from being on the second Saturday df &N EXPRESSION @FMKSF@RAJ@BW/E| L-DONE of Mike Philliber, as he has been ordained
January, April, July, and October, to the thir T o by Mississippi Valley Presbytery.

Saturday. It was voted that the membership in

The Rev. Dr. Robert Wilson had pose Whereas,Mr. Butler has faithfully served as Stated Clerk for the Mid-America Presbytery singg,
two questions to the Court Dutie 1992 through the present; and
Committee (CDC). Presbytery approved th
Committee’s answers, as follows
Regarding the inquiry as to the public natu
of Session meetings, the CDC “advised hi
that with the exception of executive sessio

Presbytery of the Rev. Geoff Andress
would be continued on a stated meeting-

hereas,Mr. Butler has faithfully spoken for, represented, and defended the concerns cz{ﬁﬁséittegaﬁn ;ﬁgg %\Sr?lsisg'%ﬁ ect?rsent;ﬁ/en

and churches of Mid-America Presbytery during this time locally, at presbytery and Ger}%@ﬁding in Vermont, and working as a public

ssembly; and school teacher, he has preached in various
churches, but has been denied entrance by
the meetings are open to the public.

Northern New England Presbytery and by
Regarding the inquiry as to the Sessio

minutes being made public and to Whowr\Nhereas,He has consistently demonstrated his heart-felt and thoughtfully-considered pr ncilt%%redecessor court, Northeast Presbytery,
i

the CDC advised that “with the exceptior "through humble and gracious, faithful and consistent Christ-reflecting service to us allfvia Sgrlzg\gt;\t%%cag.l so continued the

of executive session meeting minutes, gi°ffice, its many varied and often unseen tasks, careful and precise record and account kegpiig e ship of the Rev. E. Lad Heisten, a
other session minute records are availabj@"d otherwise holding our presbytery to decent and orderly proceedings through these Y&gfister who has been without call for more

to the church members upon request.” three years. He indicated that he would
Ruling Elder Dennis Morgan was e likely be useful for teaching rather than
granted a mission scholarship in the amou pastoral ministry at this point.
of $1500 to pursue mission work in Europe,. . . . - Mr. Barry Noll's candidacy was
Presbyter;llO increased the missi% ) Furthermore, We move the Mid-America Presbytery, to demonstrate its appreciation {0 bpth, <te req frgm Philadelphia Pre}ébytery;
scholarship fund from $3000 to $4000 in th L Teaching Elder Butler and his wife, by allocating a token gift of $100 for their personal tise Mid-America approved his completed
2001 budget. enjoyment of time together. internship in Philadelphia as meeting the
Presbytery approved the report of the internship requirements of Mid-America.
Commission to organize Grace Community Mr. Doug Shepherd was approved as

"Whereas,He has served above and beyond the normal requirements of this office; and

Therefore, let this resolution of thanks be entered and spread across the minutes of the
L America Presbytery and presented to Mr. Butler in an appropriate form; and
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the recipient of the full amount of the
Presbytery’s Covenant Theologica
Seminary Presbytery Scholarship Progra
for Academic Year 2001-2002. Prayer wag
requested for his work for the MTW Ukraine

Project.

Presbytery commended to its churche

the Gen
Biblical
excellent
approac

organizational and other conflicts an

iy Christ.”

its books for fiscal 2000 and 2001.

eral Assembly Stated Clerk’
Conflict Resolution“as an

P eparate box).
resource for building more maturé
hes to resolving persona No arrangements were made for

(Iforty-first stated meeting, it bei

lerk, was spread on the minutes

disputes which inevitably occur in ouranticipated that the General Assembil ~ '
churches as we all grow towards maturityyomdpact favorably on the request fo Commur"ty

“joining and receiving” with North Texas
Presbytery voted, 9-0-2, to suspend thpjresb}g,]tery. g An nounceme nt
y-Laws regarding the provision to audit By common consent, it was agreed thdiFaith Presbyterian Church invites fhe

discussion on adopting a pro-life ministry community to join them for their 10 A

A resolution of thanks for the work of as a presbytery was moot. worship service in their NEW FACILIT
ohn Owen Butler, who was retiring as Stated  The minutes of the court were read anfon  June 3rd at the Barney Rdad

(Se@ppr_oved. At 8:30 PM, it was moved anq Clubhouse in Clifton Park, New York.

carried to adjourn. Ruling Elder Gend Childcare provided. Faith Presbyterfan
th®verton of Minco closed the meeting with) Church offers a wide range of activites
Ng prayer. for the whole family with Pioneer Clulps
for children, Bible studies for adulfs,

Virginia.

the use

effect in

doctrine
and

been on

no genu

1
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and that
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Will There Be a Revival of
Presbyterian Tent Meetings?

by common consent the following resolution. It was presented by the Rev. F
Smith, Pastor of Coeburn (Va.) Presbyterian Church, and signed also by the R¢
Whitner, the Rev. Dion Marshall, and the Rev. Richard Hicks, all of Dickenson C

Atits recessed stated meeting on May 15, 2001, Westminster Presbytery af pr%@(ﬁwt quilty, even in your recent respons
anfo
v. I8H

WHEREAS, from its beginning, Westminster Presbytery has been committed to re
this area of southwest Virginia and northeast Tennessee with the gospel; and

WHEREAS, one of the methodologies which was early endorsed by the Presbyt

of tent meetings; and

WHEREAS, this area of southern Appalachia has seen tent meetings used

the past; and

WHEREAS, we should be culturally-sensitive in our presentation of the gospe
employ methods which, so long as they do not compromise Scriptural teaching (in
and worship), are relevant to the culture in which we find ourselves; and

WHEREAS, even in urban areas, tent meetings have been used by God in pa

WHEREAS, as has been documented in secular media, the use of tent meet

the increase over the last few years around the country; and

WHEREAS, we, as a Presbytery, have only begun to reach this area for Christ;

WHEREAS, there are numerous cities, towns, and communities in our area whig

ine Reformed witness;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Westminster Presbytery hereby ins
its Mission to North America Committee to investigate various ways in whic
gospel can be promoted in southwest Virginia and northeast Tennessee, includ
not limited to, the following:

the use of tent meetings;

the use of itinerant evangelists, such as those from Presbyterian Evan
Fellowship (PEF);

the placement of ads in local newspapers and/or other public relations

cooperation with churches of this Presbytery as they attempt to reach ot

other areas and communities;

the use of ministerial interns and/or seminarians;

the Mission to North America Committee report its findings at the July
of Presbytery.

) Womens studies, Christian Educatjon

(Continued from page 20) classes for children and adults, gnd
Mr. Shade for the same was the prime hypocritiggbummer Vacation Bible School. For mére
failing of that case (see our Critical Failindg information, call the church office agd
#8). In other words, are you sure that yopstudy at (518)383-8464.

[
s, of doing the very thing for which
gHifleposed a teaching elder? The llliane CRE and/or the unnamed persons are
Luriresbytery should be most concerned twot elders here). But even if your charge
cfear its name concerning this charge ofere true, we have fifteen elders on our
blatant trial hypocrisy. session, and none of the elders on our
aching®- You suggest that paragraph foumeport committee had sudontacts (half
Qeftence two “does not represent thef the committee hadever even heard
facts accurately” since it says that MrBurke Shade’s name). In fact, the
bry ade had knowledge of the petitioncommittee was more disposed to side with
[ “wheén in fact Mr. Shade had contacted Dthe llliana Presbytery until we read your
Morton Smith and been told that theranscripts. And of course, your attempt
) @,%tggon was inappropriate. to discount our persons does not answer
irst, since the claims do not conflictthe objective failings we set before you;
there is no distortion of the facts; the oné only evades them.
| 4g§'udes the other. Second, the For the sake of the national
-|’u(gﬁﬁﬁll)arat|on of any individual teacher hageputation of the llliana Presbytery, we
[ ;' nobinding authority in the Presbyteriarask it to formulate some sort of reply to
system. Dr. Smith is a presbyter, not athe claims that it (1) never kept the
St )f'g&gbishop. Third, the prosecutor'sequired minutes, (2) acted in haste in
anguage cited in our report (Criticalreceiving charges of theological error, (3)
Failing #10) reveals that the charge waacted rashly in imposing a censure, (4)
ngjé’q‘ﬁ.%d on an unjust technicality. permitted unwieldy specifications, (5)
. You claim that paragraph five ofconfusedly called members for
the same page suggests that Mr. Shadesgbjectivist evidence, (6) allowed the trial
uilty plea should have sufficed, but into turn into a debate over words, (7)
act that paragraph does no such thing. &ssumed civil rules in an ecclesiastical
h H’g\%]sum_mary of the claims of either sideourt, (8) acted hypocritically in receiving
in the dispute. In fact, our report doegestimony which itself was guilty of the
not make any claim about the sufficiencygharges leveled, (9) failed to comprehend
truQk insufficiency of the repentance inbasic literary genre, and (10) failed to show
L tifiiestion; instead we questioned théhat obeying its own BCO petitionary
incddpgPer assumptions that got therocesswasillegal.
Presbytery to that question in the first Brothers, this is a scar upon your
place (see Critical Falling #3,4,6,7,8).  reputation, and your response does not
geli tic6- You say that you have “concernslo your name justice. Instead, it tends to
asboutourobjectivity" since “two leadersconfirm our report. We were hoping
,ffd‘,rtgm Christ Church were in otherwise. We would sincerely love to be
[ fhmunication with Mr. Shade about hisvrong in our analysis, but your reply to
reception into the CRE as early asis is merely a string of inverted
February 22, 1999.” As this is false oraccusations against us. A court of
staﬁ&%!eral fronts we’d be glad to discuss i€hrist's church needs to do much better.
it it would be any help (e.g., the content  For the Christ Church elders,

a

of the discussions had nothing to do with  Doug Jones

FLORIDA CHEROKEE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
PPORTERS CALIFORNIA GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 5549 Hwy. 92E/Woodstock
GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHTt 1875 N. W. Britt Road/Stuart S.S., 9:35 AM; Worship, 8:00/10:45 AM
Meeting at Costa Mesa 7th Day Adventist S.S., 9:30AM, 70)928-2051
ALABAMA Chureh, 271 Avocads St/Coata Mesa Worship, 11:00AM/6:00PM LOOISIANA
EBENEZER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH S.S., 11:30AM; Worship, 9:30AM (561) 692-1995 AUBURN AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN
2478 Hobbs Island Road/Huntsville (714)526-3153 SHARON ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
S.S., 9:45 AM; Worship, 11:00 AM/6:00 PM  TRINITY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH CHURCH t 224 Auburn Avenue/Monroe
Bible Study, Wednesday, 7:00 PM 940 East Valley Parkway, Suite G/Escondido 17680 NW 78 Avenue/Hialeah S.S.,9:15 AM
Fellowship Supper, 2nd Wednesday, 6:30 P\ S, 11:00 AM; Worship, 9:00 AM/5:00 PM  S.S. 11:20; Worship 10:00 AM/5:00 PM Worship, 10:30 AM/6:00 PM
(205)883-7298 (760)480-4373 (305) 821-5761 (318)323-3061
WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIANCHURCH  NEW LIFE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH TRINITY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH BETHEL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1400 Evangel Drive/Huntsville 500 Manhattan Beach Blvd./ 44 Southview Avenue/Valparaiso 2040 East McNeese Street/Lake Charlds
S.S., 11:10 AM; Worship, 9:30 AM/6:00 PM Manhattan Beach S.S.,9:15 AMMorship, 10:30 AM S.S., 9:30AM; Worship, 8:15AM/10:45PM
(205)830-5754 S.S., 9:30 AM/Worship, 10:30 AM Third Sunday Service and Supper, 6:00 PM (318)478-5672
TALUCAH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 310)372-8455 é850837&0060 WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
2374 Talucah Road/Valhermoso Springs CONN CTICUT EORGIA 146 E. Cherry Street/Opelousas
S.S., 10:00 AM; Worship, 10:45 AM PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF COVENTRY FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH S.S., 9:30 AM; Worship, 10:45 AM
205)778-8288 55 Trowbridge Road/Coventry One Harker Road/Ft. Oglethorpe (318)948-9339
RIZONA S.S., 10:45 AM; Worship, 9:30 AM/6:30 PM S.S 10:00 AM; Worship, 11:00 AM/6:00 PM MARYLAND
DESERT SPRINGS PRESBYTERIAN (860)742-7222 (706)866-2521 CHRIST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
CHURCH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF SOUTHLIBERTY PRESBYTERIAN Elkton High School/Elkton
1555 W. Overton Road/Tucson MANCHESTER CHURCH S.S., 11:15 AM; Worship, 9:15 AM
S.S., 9:20 AM; Worship, 10:30 AM 43 Spruce Street/Manchester Sharon Barnett Road/Sharon (410)398-3192
(520)742-8990 S.S., 9:15 AM; Worship, 10:30 AM ~ S.S.,10:00 AM;
(860)643-0906 Worship, 11:00 AM (1st/5th Sun.)
(706)456-2377
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CHRIST REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH
Diplomat Building, 13992 Baltimore
Avenue, Suite 300/Laurel
S.S., 9:30AM; Worship 10:30AM/6:00PM
301) 498-3700
INNESOTA
GOOD SHEPHERD PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH
15321 Wayzata Blvd./ Minnetonka
S.S., 11:15 AM; Worship, 9:30 AM
Sunday Evening Bible Study, 6:00 PM
952) 835-6358
ISSISSIPPI
MCDONALD PRESBYTERIANCHURCH
295 E. Williamsburg Road/Collins
S.S., 10:00AM; Worship, 11:00AM/6:00PM
Wednesday prayer meeting, 7:00PM
(601)765-6437
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
East Beach Blvd. at 24th Ave./Gulfport

(228)863-2664
ST. PAUL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
5125 Robinson Road/Jackson
S.S., 9:45 AM; Worship, 10:55 AM/6:00
PM
(601)372-7497
COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
625 N. Church Ave./Louisville
Worship 11:00 AM and 6:00 PM

Wednesday Prayer Meeting, 7:30 PM
(601)924-7334
SECOND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Wednesday, 7:30 PM
é601)746-8852
NEW JERSEY
LOCKTOWN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

S.S., 10:30 AM; Worship, 11:00 AM
(908)996-7707
MOUNT CARMEL CHURCHr
350 Franklin Blvd./Somerset

I\?32)846—8777

EW YORK

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
209 Union Street/Schenectady

(518)374-4546
AFFIRMATION PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH
Routes 100 and 139/Somers
S.S., 10:00 AM; Worship, 11:00 AM
914)232-0546
NORTH CAROLINA
DILLINGHAM PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
16 Stoney Fork Road/Barnardsville
S.S., 9:45 AM; Worship, 11:00 AM
(828)626-3668

127 Ponderosa Road/Cameron
S.S., 9:30 AM; Worship, 11:00 AM
(919)499-2362
WHITESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Highway 74/Cashiers
S.S., 10:00 AM; Worship, 11:00 AM
Wednesday, 7:00 PM Prayer Meeting
(828)743-2122
WHITE OAK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
699 Polly Watson Road/Fremont
S.S., 10:00 AM; Worship, 11:00 AM
(919)284-4196

S.S., 10:00 AM; Worship, 11:00 AM/5:00 PM

1926 Grand Avenue at 20th/Yazoo City
S.S., 9:45 AM; Worship, 11:00 AM/5:00 PM

197 Locktown-Flemington Road/Flemington

HAZELWOOD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
117 E. Main Street/Hazelwood
S.S., 9:30 AM; Worship, 11:00 AM/6:15 PM
Wednesday, 7:00 PM
(828)456-3912
SHEARER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
684 Presbyterian Road/Mooresville
S.S., 9:45 AM; Worship, 11:00 AM/5:00 PM
Wednesday, 7:00 PM
(704)892-8866
NEW COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH
10301 Old Creedmoor Road/Raleigh
S.S., 11:00AM; Worship, 9:30AM/6:00PM
(919) 844-0551
TRINITY REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH
3701 South College Road/Wilmington
Worship 10:30 AM
910)395-1252
NOVA SCOTIA

S.S., 9:30 AM; Worship, 11:00 AM/6:00 PM  BEDFORD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
\Wed., Family Dinner (6:00)/Bible Study (6:30)
S.S., 11:30 AM; Worship, 11:00 AM/7:00 PM

49 Nelson’s Landing Blvd./Bedford
(902)864-1587
dHIO

FAITH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
2540 S. Main Street/Akron
S.S.,9:30 AM
Worship, 10:45 AM/6:00 PM
Wednesday, 7:00 PM
(330)644-9654

2nd Sunday, Fellowship Meal, 12:15 PM, CHRIST COVENANT REFORMED (PCA) (423) 753-941 Sunday Bible Study, 6:30 PM
Evening Studies at 1:00 PM. 14787 Palmer Road SW/Reynoldsburg  BRIDWELL HEIGHTS PRESBYTERIAN 360)254-1726
Wed Supper 6:00 PM; Prayer Mtg, 6:30 PMPsalter Service, 9:30 AM/Worship, 10:45 AM CHURCH WEST VIRGINIA
(601)773-5282 Thurs. Bible Study, 7 PM 108 Bridwell Heights Drive/Kingsport PROVIDENCE REFORMED
PEARL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (740)964-0889 S.S., 9:45 AM; Worship, 11:00 AM/6:00 PM PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
2933 Old Brandon Road/Pearl OKLAHOMA (423)288-3664 5865 Davis Creek Road/Barboursville
S.S., 9:45 AM; Worship, 11:00 AM/6:00 PM BEAL HEIGHTS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  FELLOWSHIP PRESBYTERIANCHURCH 5.5 11:30; Worship 10:00 AM/6:00 PM
(601)939-1064 614 SW Park/Lawton Highway 25/70/Newport 304)736-0487
TCHULA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH Worship, 10:45 AM and 6:00 PM S.S., 9:30 AM/Worship, 11:00 AM/7:00 PM ISCONSIN
109 E. Main Street/Tchula (580)355-4702 Wednesday Prayer Meeting, 6:00 PM Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Chutch

PENNSYLVANIA
NEW LIFE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF
HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP
2795 Patterson Drive/Aliquippa
S.S., 9:30AM; Worship, 11:00AM
(724) 378-4389
LEHIGHVALLEY PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH
31 S. 13th Street/Allentown
S.S., 9:45 AM; Worship. 11:00 AM/6:00 PM
(610)797-8320
FAITHREFORMED CHURCH
2953 Saltsman Road/Erie
S.S., 9:45 AMMorship, 11:00 AM
(814)899-3037

S.S., 10:00 AM; Worship, 11:00 AM/6:00 PM COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

515 West County Line Road/Hatboro
S.S,, 9:45 AM (Sum., 9:00); Worship, 11:00
AM (Sum., 10:00)
(215)675-9688

SS, 9:30AM; Worship, 8:15/11:00AM/6:00PM  ROCKY SPRINGS PRESBYTERIAN

CHURCH
123 Rocky Springs Road/Harrisville
S.S.,10:00 AM
Worship, 11:00 AM/6:00 PM
(724)735-2743
SOUTHHILLS REFORMED
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

110 Hays Road/Upper St. Clair/Pittsburgh S.S., 9:45 AM; Worship, 11:00 AM and 6:00

S.S., 9:15 AM; Worship, 10:30 AM;
Wednesday, 7:30 PM
(412)941-3480

COUNTRYSIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  HILLCREST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Route 19, three miles south of Leesburg/

\olant
S.S., 9:45 AM; Worship 10:55 AM/6:30 PM
24)533-4315
SOUTH CAROLINA
REEDY RIVER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
46 Main Street/Connestee
S.S., 10:00 AM; Worship, 11:00AM/6:30PM
(864) 277-5455
GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1955 Riverside Drive/Conway
S.S., 9:30 AM/Worship, 10:45 AM
(843)347-5550

FAITH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1800 Third Loop Road/Florence
S.S., 9:45 AM; Worship 11:00 AM/6:00 PM

(843)665-9235

CALVARY REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH
403 Whealton Road/Hampton

S.S. 10:00AM; Worship: 8:30 AM/11:00 AM

1403 Beech Street/Gaffney (757)826-5942
S.S., 10:00 AM; Worship, 11:00 AM/6:00 PM  \WEST END PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

(864)489-2014 1600 Atlantic Street/Hopewell
CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH S.S., 9:45 AM; Worship, 10:50 AM/6:00 PM

9201 Old White Horse Road/Greenville Wednesday Prayer Meeting’ 7:00 PM

S.S. 10:00 AM; Worship 11:00 AM/6:00 PM (804)458-6765
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 7:00 PM  KNOX REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN
(864)294-0895 CHURCH

SECOND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
105 River Street/Greenville
S.S., 9:45 AM; Worship, 11:00 AM/6:00 PM
Wednesday, 5:45 PM
(864)232-7621

4883 Southard Lane/Mechanicsville
S.S., 9:30 AM; Worship, 11:00 AM
Sunday Evening, 6:00 PM
(804)779-7608
IMMANUEL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1105 Old Spartanburg Road/Greer Worship, 10:30AM/6:30PM
S.S., 10:00 AM; Worship, 11:00 AM/6:00 PM \ned. Christian Education Classes, 7:00P

Wednesday, 6:30 PM Sat. Prayer Meeting, 7:00PM

864)877-3267 (757) 440-1100
T%N&IESSEE TRINITY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
BRAINERD HILLS PRESSBYTERIAN 108 Hill Street/Tazewell
CHURCH

S.S.,, 9:45 AM; Worship, 11:00/7:00 PM

6388 East Brainerd Road/Chattanooga (540)988-9541
S.S., 9:45 AM; Worship, 10:45AM/6:30PM WASHINGTON
(423) 892-5308 WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN
MIDWAY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH CHURCH

4011 Old Jonesborough Road/Jonesborough 2700 Andresen Road/Vancouver
S.S., 10:00 AM; Worship 11:00 AM/7:00 PM Worship, 10:00 AM

(423) 623-8652 136 West Union Avenue/Cedar Grove
WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN S.S., 10:30 AM; Worship 9:00 AM/7:00 PM
CHURCH (920)668-6463
900 Watauga Street/Kingsport REFORMATION PRESBYTERIAN
S.S.,10:00 AM CHURCHt
WorShl(%zlgl:gg f\'% Zlifo PM Aurora Medical Center, 1-94 at Highway 16
- Waukesha
TI)EXAS

COLLEYVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH Wednesday Prayer Service, 7:00 PM
715 Cheek Sparger Road/Colleyville (262)246-2421
S.S., 9:45 AM; Worship, 11:00 AM/6:00 PM | AKESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

(817)498-2626 Seventh Day Adventist Church, 21380 W.

2701 N. 7th Street/Harlingen S.S., 10:45 AM: Worship, 9:30 AM

S.S., 9:30 AM; Worship, 11:00 AM (262)968-6769
Midweek service, 7:00 PM Wednesday
(956)425-3136 RONHAYNES

COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

! Disaster Response and Mercy Ministrie
SDA Church, 1209 S. John Redditt Rd./

Presbyterian Evangelistic Fellowship

Lufkin 1003 Hollyleaf Court
S.S., 9:30 AM; Worship, 10:45 AM/5:30 PM Ballwin, Missouri 63021
(409)637-6043 (314)227-2612
CHRIST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1620 E. Common Street/New Braunfels GRIEVING WITHHOPE
S.S., 9:30 AM; W0r5h|p, 10:45 AM The Rev. James Alexander
(830)629-0405 PO Box 7100
PROVIDENCE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH Florence, SC 29502-7100
3510 Austin Parkway/Sugar Land (843)664-9759

Website: www.griefwithhope.com

PM (except 1st Sun.) Email: griefwithhope@abac.com

(281)980-2522
VIRGINIA
COEBURN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
220 Second Street SW/Coeburn

S.S., 9:45AM; Worship, 11:00AM/6:30PM e are pleased tohave congregations an

Bible Study, 10:00 AM; Worship, 11:00 AM}

[N

Wednesday Prayer Meeting, 7:00PM
(540)395-2866
NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Fairfax Fire Station #3 (Williams Memorial

organizations join us as cosponsors of thi
venture. If you would like to become

sponsor, justlet us know: PINS Financial
Office, P. O. Box 60, Coeburn, VA 24230

. Hal), _ Checks should be made payable t
4081 University Blvd./Fairfax Presbyterian International News Service.
S.S., 11:15AM

Worship, 9:30 AM/5:30 PM

(703)385-9056 t Indicates a non-PCA church.
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Ours are so comfortahle, youw'll never want to leave your seat. T s G

Visa/Mastercard
accepted

Church Chair was the first to offer Churches a foam seat more than 2" thick.

Church Chair was the first to offer Card and Book Pockets.

Church Chair was the first to put Lumbar Support on stacking chairs for Churches.

Church Chair was the first to include Lumbar Supports and Ganging Attachments standard.

Church Chair was the first to offer a true multi-use chair, ideal for:
Sanctuaries Fellowship Halls Banquet Rooms Classrooms

Choir/Orchestra Seating Conference Rooms and Convention Centers
Retirement Centers and Nursing Homes

v /
12 styles to choose from, including our new “Tiny Tots” children’s chair. Call for your FREE BROCHURE -
and samples of fabric, colors and patterns! ,' - r \

If you're considering the purchase of 100 or

The First. The Finest. The ORIGINAL Church Chair Specialists. mare chairs n the next 12 months, call for your
FREE SAMPLE CHAIR!

7007 New CalhounHwy NE  Rome, Georgia 30161  www.churchchair.com 1-800-331-54‘1

Prices subject to change without notice.

(Paid Advertisement)

(Paid Advertisement)




